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SPORTS
Lebanon girls win District 9-AAA 

tournament championship. B1$1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

E
ighth grader Max Taylor has 
a lifelong passion for music 
and dreams of drumming for 

Lebanon High School’s marching band. 
Seven-year-old Derek Lawson first 
picked up a pair of sticks in October as a 
fun emotional outlet.

One might not expect to find the two 
in the same ensemble, but both children 
are pushing their craft forward as part of 
Scholar Drum Academy and have shared 
the stage at several community events.

Lataka and DeMarcus Foster founded 
SDA last fall and work with children ages 
7-17 twice a week. The only expenses are 
for uniforms, and the two are working 
to establish the group as a nonprofit 
organization.

“DeMarcus comes from music, and he 
was in the band as a teenager,” Lataka 
Foster said. “He realized there was a lack 
of diversity in programs for children here, 
meaning if you weren’t an athletic type 

there weren’t as many outlets for you.”
The group sets itself apart from the 

school district’s marching bands with 
a focus on music rooted in HBCUs 
(historically black colleges and 
universities), which could give music 
students a leg up if they end up applying 
to one later in life.

However, SDA’s main focus is on 
promoting academics and motivation 
through music. Many experience levels 
and career goals are represented among 
the students.

“I hadn’t played before,” Lawson said. 
“But it feels good how you can just play 
the drums and play your feelings out. If 
you’re sad, you can play the drums and 
get all the wiggles out.”

Lawson doesn’t see himself as a career 
musician, but he enjoys getting better 
week by week and showing the results to 
the community.

“Sometimes we get to go out and play 
for other people at a basketball game or 
at Cumberland University,” he said. “It’s 

really cool to get to do that and see all 
the people enjoying our music.”

For the younger students, that music 
involves keeping a steady rhythm and 
cadence, while the older children learn 
the more intricate beats and help mentor 
the others.

“I’ve never really seen myself as a 
leader, but recently Mr. DeMarcus has 
been putting me in a leadership role and 
I’m starting to enjoy helping,” Taylor 
said. “Being here has really pushed me.”

Taylor has seen himself grow in many 
other ways since joining SDA, including 
as a musician, student and person.

“My sister passed away in 2017,” he 
said. “I was having a rough time and 
keeping a lot of things to myself before 
coming here, but I’ve never opened 
up so much of myself as I have to Mr. 
DeMarcus and Ms. Lataka.”

Although he got involved with the 
program to sharpen his drumming skills, 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Lebanon attorneys Melanie Bean and 
Frank Lannom successfully argued to 
overturn a life sentence for a Chattanoo-
ga man during a retrial of a 1981 cold 
case murder.

William “Billy” Hawk 
pleaded no contest to 
manslaughter and was 
set free on Monday 
based upon the time he 
had ser ved since the 
original conviction.

Prosecutors alleged that 
Hawk fatally shot Johnny 
Mack Salyer before plac-
ing his body in a steel barrel and dropping 
it in the Tennessee River. He was found 
guilty on first-degree murder charges 
in 2016, but Criminal Court Judge Don 
Poole granted a retrial three years later.

“Melanie and I were the ones assigned 
that case when it was granted a retrial,” 
Lannom said. “It was a combination of 
allegations of trial error on behalf of the 
prosecution and the defense team that 
led to that.”

Poole’s decision to hold a retrial cen-
tered on concerns regarding former 
Chattanooga Police Department Det. 
Terry Slaughter’s witness testimony.

Slaughter alleged that Hawk called him 
after his 1981 arrest on drug charges and 
told him he wanted to “get rid” of Salyer 
for perceived involvement in the arrest.

“The statements of witnesses, includ-
ing … Slaughter, changed over time,” 
Poole wrote in a case memorandum. 
“Although much of his testimony was in 

BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

NASHVILLE — A coalition 
of Tennessee prosecutors suing 
national opioid manufacturers 
says its case is again moving 
forward after the state Supreme 
Court on Monday refused to hear 
companies’ appeal in the Inter-
state 75 corridor opioid lawsuit.

Prosecutors, including Tenth 
District Attorney General Ste-
phen Crump of Cleveland, said in 
a news release the court’s action 
preserves a previous finding by 
the state Court of Appeals that 
the case should move forward. 
The latest action affirms the legal 
theories underpinning their suit, 

prosecutors said.
Now the district attorneys gen-

eral plan to press for setting a 
trial date in coming months.

“This is a significant milestone 
in this case and yet another con-
firmation of our cause,” said Jared 
Effler, district attorney general for 
Tennessee’s Eighth Judicial Dis-
trict. “For more than two years, 
these companies have been trying 
to delay and derail this litigation 
so that they do not have to con-
front the obvious results of their  
predatory business practices.”

Effler said prosecutors “are 
deter mined to hold them 
accountable for the harm they 
have caused and return any 
financial settlement to the Ten-
nessee cities and counties where 
the damage has been done.”

The I-75 corridor lawsuit was 
initially filed in 2017 in Campbell 
County Circuit Court in Jacksboro 

Cumberland University’s 
Education Preparation Program 
meets the state’s expectations 
in each category, and exceeds 
the state’s expectations in the 
employment category.

The state report card, which 
has recently changed formats, 
assesses institutions on the 
effectiveness of teacher train-
ing programs in three domains: 
candidate profile, employment, 
and provider impact, according 
to a news release from the uni-
versity. Each domain includes 
specific metrics including per-
centage of endorsements in 
each cohort, rate of employ-
ment in Tennessee public 
schools, retention rates, class-
room observation scores and 
overall effectiveness scores.

Cumberland was scored 
on the three-year cohort of 
teachers from 2016-2018, 
which included 134 total stu-
dents. The program overall 
was ranked in the categor y 
of “meets expectations,” an 

endorsement that the pro-
grams produce graduates at 
or above the state department 
of education’s requirements 
for new teachers. The program 
exceeds expectations in the 
employment category.

The employment domain 
evaluates a program’s perfor-
mance in preparing educators 
to begin and remain teaching 
in Tennessee public schools. 
The program had a first year 
employment rate in Tennessee 
public schools of 85.1%, nearly 
8% higher than the state aver-
age. The program also had a 
second-year retention rate of 
Tennessee public school teach-
ers of 91.1%, slightly lower than 
the state average, and a third 
year retention rate of 84.2%, 
higher than the state average.

The candidate profile domain 
evaluates the program’s abil-
ity to recruit strong, diverse 
candidates and prepare them 
to teach in the content areas 
with the greatest need. Cum-

berland’s program meets the 
expectations of the state in this 
domain. Cumberland’s percent-
age of racially diverse com-
pleters was 14.2%, while the 
state average was 15.6%. The 
program was also scored on 
the percentage of high-demand 
endorsements issues, in which 
Cumberland scored 33.6%, 
higher than the state average 
of 27.8%.

The provider impact domain 
reports on the effectiveness of 
the university’s completers in 
Tennessee public school class-
rooms. This measure uses 
classroom observation scores, 
student growth scores and over-
all Level of Effectiveness (LOE) 
scores to determine a program 
graduate’s teaching effective-
ness. Cumberland’s graduates 
scored above the state average 
in four areas: percentage of 
cohort members with observa-
tion scores of at least 3, student 
growth scores on TVAAS tests, 
and LOE scores of both 3 or 
better, and 4 or better.

DAs to move opioid 
lawsuit toward trial after 

state Supreme Court ruling
Goal to hold 

manufacturers 
accountable

CU ranks well in teacher preparation
State report card evaluates program
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Local 
attorneys 

overturn life 
sentence in 

murder retrial 
Hawk pleads no contest 
to manslaughter, ending 

40-year cold case 

William 
“Billy” Hawk

Marching to a different beat

Scholar Drum Academy looks to build achievement, values in students

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Scholar Drum Academy students Rodgerick Searcy, from left, Landen Hunnicut and Derek Lawson run through rhythmic exercises 
during a practice session at the Lebanon Civic League on Monday.
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