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More students than ever 
before are enrolled in class-
es at Cumberland University 
for  the  spr ing 
semester.

“ We ’ r e  i n  a 
great place right 
now at Cumber-
land,” Cumber-
land President 
P a u l  S t u m b 
said. “It took a 
bit of dip during 
COVID-19, l ike 
everybody did, but we’ve start-
ed our rebound now. We’re one 
of the few schools in the state 
that was up (in enrollment) last 
fall.”

There are 2,319 students cur-
rently enrolled at Cumberland, 
which is a record number since 
it’s founding 181 years ago. 
Contributing factors to the high 
number of students attending 
the university include reten-
tion ef forts, unique programs, 
scholarship opportunities, and 
living learning communities.

“It’s attributable to a lot of 
things,” Stumb said. “I would 
say most notably due to a com-
mitted group of folks across 
the campus.

“One of the ways we’ve done 
it is via retention of our exist-
ing students. That’s been a real 
focus of ours, is retaining stu-
dents and getting them to the 
goal line of graduation.”
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Throughout the years, the 
Wilson County Black Histo-
ry Committee has held movie 
screenings and trivia events to 
celebrate Black History Month.

This year, histor y is being 

witnessed this Saturday as a 
new national historic marker is 
unveiled at Lebanon’s Pickett 
Chapel, and a production bring-
ing pieces of local history to life 
is put on at the Capitol Theatre 
in Lebanon.

The marker was donated by 
the William G. Pomeroy Foun-
dation, which has a nationwide 
program that allows eligible 
non-profits and municipalities to 
apply for either a roadside mark-
er or a choice of plaque.

“Historical markers ser ve 
many roles,” said Carrie Berse, 

the executive director of the Wil-
liam G. Pomeroy Foundation. 
“They help raise awareness of 
these historic areas and sights. 
They promote economic viabil-
ity of communities by driving 
historic tourism. There’s a lot 
of ways that markers really help 
give an added dimension to com-
munities. A lot of times, folks in 
the community might not even 
be aware of the significance of 
a site or a property until that 
marker’s installed.”
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E
veryone has someone 
that they love.

That’s how Becky 
Dungy, the owner of 
Watertown Flower Shop, looks 
at Valentine’s Day.

“One time, I had a guy put 
an engagement ring in a dozen 
roses,” Dungy said. “I was so 
worried because I was afraid it 
was going to get lost.”

Valentine’s Day is the busiest 
one-day holiday that florists 

like Dungy have. She’s had to 
increase her orders from 100 
roses for a week to more than 
1200 roses for Valentine’s to 
gift to their special someone.

“It’s a mad house around 
here,” Dungy said. “By the 
afternoon on Valentine’s Day, 
you’re kind of slowing down, 
but the day before, it’s all 
hands on deck.”

To keep the flowers fresh 
when they’re delivered, and to 
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Wilson County firefighters aren’t just 
fighting fires this winter. They’re also fight-
ing to keep students warm.

The Wilson County Firefighters Associa-
tion (WCFA) has been donating coats to the 

Wilson County Schools Family Resource 
Center for the past six years. Par tnering 
with Operation Warm, the WCFA was able 
to make a donation of approximately 120 
coats this year.

“As an association, we decided a few years 
ago that we wanted to give back to our com-
munity, and we talked to some people and 
realized the vast need of warm clothes for 
children,” WCFA Vice President Colton 

Bringing history to life
Wilson County 
celebrates Black 
History Month

Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

The Wilson County Black History Committee will host its annual Black 
History Month celebration this Saturday. The celebration will feature the 
unveiling of a new national historic marker at Pickett Chapel at 1 p.m.

A RING AND A DOZEN ROSES

How florists are affected 
by Valentine’s Day

Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

Watertown Flower Shop owner Becky Dungy has been in the business for almost 40 years and says that everyone has someone that they love.

Abbey Nutter / Lebanon Democrat

Most florists’ preparation for Valentine’s Day was done on Monday. 
Henderson’s Flower Shop in Lebanon was filled with orders ready 
for pickup and delivery.

Staying warm and snug in Wilson
Firefighters donate coats 

to students at area schools

Firefighter 
Brooklyn 
Younger carries 
some of the 
approximately 
120 coats that 
the Wilson 
County Fire-
fighters Associ-
ation donated 
to the Wilson 
County Schools 
Family Resource 
Center.
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