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Wilson County residents who 
live off of Leeville Pike fought 
hard against commercialization 
of their neigborhood at the Leb-
anon City Council Meeting on 
Tuesday evening.

The City Council was vot-
ing on Ordinance No. 19-5891, 
which would change the official 
zoning of 4206 Leeville Pike 
from a Low Density Residential 
District to a Commercial Dis-
trict.

The controversy began with 

a proposal from property owner 
Chris Pardue to place a billboard 
on the property. Residents of the 
area protested this and the Plan-
ning Commission at its July 23 
meeting recommended denial by 
a 6-3 vote.

The final decision came 
around to the City Council on 
Tuesday evening. It star ted 
with a public hearing, where 
attendees could spend a few 
minutes arguing for or against 
the proposal. Three dif ferent 
Wilson County residents spoke, 
with each of them opposing  

the ordinance.
“This zoning would set a prec-

edent,” said Cindy Scrofani, a 
Lebanon resident. “And so as 
the buf fer dwindles, it would 
just take out the entire thing and 
then we would have a billboard 
in front of our property eventu-
ally. It’s about property values 
and quality of life.”

After the public hearing, the 
City Council voted unanimous-
ly to oppose the proposed zoning 
change.

SEE PIKE/PAGE A5

Council opposes commercializing Leeville Pike
BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER

GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM
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Mayor Bernie Ash is seated next to members of the Lebanon City Council.

WILSON COUNTY’S FAIREST OF THEM ALL

Photos by Joshua Hicks | For The Democrat

Above left: Monday featured an evening of beauty at the 2019 Wilson County Fair, with both the Fairest of the Fair and Ms. Wilson County 
contests held at the Fairgrounds. Amber Agee was crowned as Wilson County’s 2019 Fairest of the Fair. Agee, who is from Lebanon, beat 
out 13 other contestants to take the title and earn the right to compete in the Tennessee Fairest of the Fair competition. She will also 
receive a $1,500 scholarship. Above right: Pictured, from left, are Reed Steplowski, Miss Congeniality; Jenna Rehm, second runner-up; 
Amber Agee, Fairest of the Fair;  Shealeen Otis, runner-up; Isabelle Wilson, Crowd Favorite.

Above left: The Ms. Wilson County contest was also held Monday evening as part of the 2019 Wilson County Fair. Pictured, from left, 
are:Toni Ann Moss, second runner-up; Tammy McCormick, 2019 Ms. Wilson County; Stephanie Bost, runner-up; Jessica Dodd-Davis, Miss 
Congeniality. Above right: On Tuesday evening, Paine Bone and Mitchel Bone were presented with the 2019 Mike Baker Friend and Sup-
porter of the Fair Award prior to the Great Give-A-Way. The award recognizes business professionals in Wilson County who have gone 
above and beyond in their support of the annual fair and service to the community, and is given in memory of Mike Baker, longtime chair-
man of the Fair’s Great Give-A-Way Committee. Both are co-owners of Wilson County Chevrolet Buick GMC and Wilson County Hyundai. 
Paine Bone accepted the award on behalf of both from presenter Colman Walker.

HOURS
The grounds open at 5 p.m. through Friday, 

and 10 a.m. on Saturday.

COST
Admission is free for children ages 5 and 

under, $6 for children between the ages of 
6 and 12 and $12 for adults. Tickets can be 
purchased online at www.wilsoncountyfair.net.

PARKING
There is limited $5 preferred parking on site. 

Free satellite parking will be at Cumberland 
University’s football parking lot (old Lebanon 
High School), with buses running from 4 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. The address is 415 Harding Drive.

Handicap parking is located in the parking 
lot of the Wilson County Exposition Center.

SCHEDULE
Today’s highlights: Commercial Ewe and 

Market Lamb Show, Old Time Spelling Bee 
Competition, Side by Side Cruisin’ & Rodeo.

Friday highlights: Lawn Mower 

Demolition Derby, Jazz Alliance, Sheep Dog 
Trials, Beef Cattle Show II.

Saturday highlights: Closing parade at 6 
p.m., Fiddlers Grove Bluegrass Competition, 
Square Dancing Jamboree, Horseshoe Pitching 
Competition.

MORE INFORMATION
Visit www.wilsoncountyfair.net to 

purchase tickets, find ticket discounts and the 
schedule of events, and locate any additional 
information.

WILSON COUNTY FAIR DETAILS

On Tuesday morning, Rep. 
John Rose (R-TN 6) met with 
several bankers from around 
Tennessee’s Sixth District to 
get feedback from them on 
what sorts of issues banks are 
facing today.

Rose told the group that the 
three most important issues in 
his opinion were federal debt, 
burdensome federal regula-
tions and that the countr y is 
losing its grip on the r ule  
of law.

“There’s only so much the 
president can do. It’s dif ficult 
in the current environment 
because the majority right now 
is the Democrat side and what 
they want to do is put more reg-
ulations in place,” Rose said. 
“The other side doesn’t always 
have an appreciation for rolling 
back regulations.”
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BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Mt. Juliet Planning 
Commission factors a massive, 
anticipated transportation plan 
into many of its decisions, but 
deliberations repeatedly delay 
its passing.

On Aug. 15, the Planning 
Commission reviewed several 
plats for new developments, 
and looming in the background 
of those discussions was the 
long impending onset of a 
transportation plan organized 
by city engineers. Those dis-
cussions take the plan into con-
sideration regarding prospects 
like the widening of roads, 
future connections between 
involved roads and similar con-
cerns.

SEE WORK/PAGE A5

Work on  
Mt. Juliet 

transportation 
plan continues

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
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