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Editor’s note: Voters will have four 

candidates to choose from when 

deciding Lebanon’s next mayor: 

Incumbent Bernie Ash, Cumberland 

University professor Rick Bell, former 

city councilor Rob Cesternino and 

artist-actor John DeMoor.

Each of them outlined their platforms 

and positions for voters through a 

questionnaire from the Lebanon 

Democrat. Here are their responses:

BERNIE ASH

Age: 73

Occupation: Mayor of Lebanon

Question 1: What makes you the 

best candidate for the position? 

I think my experience is 
superior to the other three 
candidates’. I served on the 
Wilson County Commission for 
16 years, serving as chairman 
of the Budget Committee and 
the Emergency Management 
Committee. I also served on the 
Education, Cable TV, Recreation 
and Minutes Committees and the 
JECDB.

We built schools and a fire 
station and built the fund balance 
up from a very low balance to 

around $2 million. I understand 
it has grown to an even higher 
balance today. I also served on 
the Lebanon City Council for two 
years and as mayor for the last 
four years.

While serving as The Wilson 
County Veterans Service Officer 
for five years I assisted in building 
the Veterans Plaza and Museum 
while helping veterans get the 
benefits they deserve.

I am a member of First Baptist 
Church, The Gideons, the 
Breakfast Rotary, the American 
Legion, The VFW and the Vietnam 
Veterans of America.

Question 2: What do you see as 

the biggest issue facing the city right 

now and how would you address it? 
While growth continues to be 

a major concern, it is presently 
manageable. COVID-19 is still a 
major concern for the city at this 
time. I am the only candidate with 
live experience managing the 
city during this unprecedented 
time. I have worked with the 
state and the other mayors in the 
county and the region to keep our 
citizens and employees safe and 
the economy moving.

Even with the tornado, the 
clean up and recovery and 
COVID-19 Lebanon continues to 
boom and building continues to 
move forward.

Lebanon’s mayoral hopefuls share platforms
Four-way race headlines city’s ballot

Bernie Ash Rick Bell

Rob 
Cesternino

John  
DeMoor

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST 

@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A 
lot can happen in a 
year, but Kathy Lamb 
knows what it feels 

like to be stuck in place.
The Lebanon resident 

spent most of 2019 battling an 
opioid addiction after turning 
to pain clinics to manage 
scoliosis and slipped discs.

Lamb made the decision to 
quit fentanyl near the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and credits a spinal cord 
stimulation treatment from 
Vanderbilt for helping her 
live drug-free since.

Taking back control: Lebanon 
resident overcomes addiction 
Lamb credits spinal 

cord stimulation 
treatment for 

successful battle 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Lebanon resident Kathy Lamb sees a bright future with family and friends ahead after overcom-
ing an opioid addiction through spinal cord stimulation treatment.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Mt. Juliet is considering funding rough-
ly $6 million in police department expan-
sions that officers say would meet their 
needs for 15 years.

The city’s board of commissioners 
approved spending $3 million of that 
amount on a first reading vote Monday. 
That money would reinforce the police 
and fire dispatch centers, emergency 
operations centers, administrative offices 
and building generator.

“Our headquarters right now is not 
structurally built to sustain a tornado,” 
MJPD Capt. Tyler Chandler said. “I don’t 
know if you all reflect back to the days of 
the tornado and what you were doing that 
night, but what I was doing was, I was in 
my basement and just praying that this 
tornado would not track over our head-
quarters because that would really put 
us behind … and three dispatchers were 
sitting in there having no clue of where 
this thing was going. ”

Chandler said protecting the dispatch 
centers is the department’s top priority. 
The other requests on the table: $1 mil-
lion for an evidence area expansion, $1 
million for new garage and equipment 
storage space, $700,000 for interior reno-
vations and $245,000 for exterior improve-
ments and a small communications tower.

Most of those proposals deal with the 
city’s population growth. According to 
Chandler, Mt. Juliet has 1.71 officers per 
1,000 residents, while Tennessee cities 
with similar populations and crime rates 
average 1.99.

“We suspect Mt. Juliet will be near 
50,000 in about 10 years, so in 10 years 
that will require to meet the same level 
of service, 25 to 30 additional of ficers 
and 11 to 14 additional civilians,” he said. 
“And civilians would be your dispatchers, 
records clerk or any administrative staff.”

MJPD seeks $6M 
in expansions to 

meet 15-year plan 
Hardening dispatch, expanding 
evidence among top priorities

BY LISA MASCARO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Supreme Court 
nominee Amy Coney Barrett present-
ed herself in Wednesday’s final round 
of Senate confirmation questioning as 
a judge committed to a strict reading 
of the Constitution, holding deep per-
sonal and religious beliefs but vowing 
to keep an open mind on what would 
be a 6-3 conservative-majority court.

Senate Republicans are champion-
ing President Donald Trump’s pick, 
an appeals court judge who adheres 
to an “originalist” constitutional 
approach. Doubtful Democrats are 

digging deeper into the judge’s views 
on health care, abortion, racial equity 
and voting rights, but they are run-
ning out of time to stop her quick 
confirmation.

The conser vat ive late  Just ice 
Antonin Scalia was her mentor, but 
Barrett said when confronted with his 
rulings and outspoken comments that 
she is her own judge.

“When I said that Justice Scalia’s 
philosophy is mine, too, I cer tainly 
didn’t mean to say that ever y sen-
tence that came out of Justice Sca-
lia’s mouth or ever y sentence that 
he wrote is one that I would agree 

with,” Barrett told the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee,

The 48-year-old Indiana judge was 
being asked about several of Scal-
ia’s decisions, some controversial. 
She did not respond directly to Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, the top Democrat 
on the panel, who asked whether Bar-
rett agreed with Scalia’s view that the 
civil rights era Voting Rights Act was 
a “perpetuation of racial entitlement.”

Barrett said Scalia’s approach — 
“originalism and texturalism” — is 
hers as well. But without discussing 
the specifics of that case, she called 
the Voting Rights Act a “triumph in 
the civil rights movement.”

Barrett tells doubtful dems she would keep open mind
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Supreme Court nominee avoids giving specifics
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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