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SPORTS
It’s stocking season on 

Tennessee’s trout streams. B3$1

A $2.09 million bridge repair effort on 
U.S. 231 north of Lebanon is expected to 
start impacting traffic this week, with work 
projected to end by November 2020.

Bridges over Spring Creek and the Cum-
berland River will be repaired through the 
project, which aims to address structural 
deficiencies the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation found during routine inspec-

tions in 2016 and 2017.
“Beginning this week the bridge (over 

Spring Creek should) be down to one lane,” 
TDOT Community Relations Officer Kath-
ryn Schulte said. “Traffic will be controlled 
by a signal that is not to exceed a 2-minute 
red. Traffic will be switched halfway through 
the project but will still be down to one lane.”

Mid-State Construction Company was 
contracted for the project effective Nov. 14, 
and its bridge division contact Nick Davis 
confirmed on Wednesday that work is set to 
begin shortly.

Workers will remove and replace the 
beams, deck and parapet on both sides of 
the bridge over Spring Creek, along with 

partial depth repairs to the substructure. 
The same contract includes work on the 
bridge over the Cumberland River, which is 
expected to begin affecting traffic within the 
next few months.

“Starting in early 2020 traffic will be 
moved to the far shoulder while maintaining 
travel in both directions,” Schulte said. “Traf-
fic will be switched halfway through the job 
to the other side.”

Repairs slated for the bridge over the 
Cumberland River include work on the 
support structure, including the back-
walls, expansion joints and bearing pads for  
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U.S. 231 bridge repairs will 
impact traffic starting this week
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Spring Creek, Cumberland 
River bridges deemed 
structurally deficient 

Each resident accepted a gift with a smile. They 
danced in their chairs to “Jingle Bell Rock” while 
eating their cookies and drinking their chocolate 
milk given to them by the special education class 
of Beverly Alaperet, a teacher with West Wilson 
Middle School.

Right inside the door of Providence Place of 
Mt. Juliet, an assisted living facility, on Wednesday 
stood several students nervously waiting to hand 
out the goodies they brought for the residents. 
Ryan McCarty, 14, a student in Alaperet’s class, 
said he has been visiting Providence Place since 
he was a toddler. His mother, Marquita McCarty, 
is director there as well as The Gardens Memory 
Care, another assisted living home next door.

“I’ve been coming here since I was 4 years old,” 
said Ryan. “I just help out the people, speak to 
them and help out with maintenance. I just want to 
help people.”

Ryan and his classmates have been collecting 
items to put into gift bags since October. Alaparet 
said she told them it would be their decision as to 
whom they would like to bestow the gifts. Some of 
the items included blankets, socks and toiletries.

“The whole school donated and our kids put the 
gift bags together,” said Alaperet. “This is our class-
room event called Helping Hands and Ryan is the 
president of it. They could do what they wanted but 
they wanted to collect items for this assisted living 
home.”

Alaperet said the children wrote down what 
they wanted to assemble then went to work trying 
to compile the items. Parents got involved with 
the project as well. Lisa Cohen, mother of student 
Dylan Cohen, said she likes to help any way she 
can.

“Whatever she needs help doing, I volunteer. I 
plan the parties,” said Cohen. “I’m not the only one, 
there are others who help, too.”

Elizabeth Danalds, another mother at the event, 
said she does not have a lot of time to help in the 
classroom but is happy to help in other ways.

“I help out some,” said Danalds. “I usually help 
out on field trips and I come and eat lunch on 
Thursdays.”
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FROM YOUNG TO OLD
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West Wilson Middle School student Dylan Cohen and his mother, Lisa Cohen, smile 
after Dylan gave Providence Place of Mt. Juliet resident Louise Drake a gift bag 
Wednesday.

West Wilson students 
bring Christmas cheer to 
assisted living residents

All across Watertown on Wednes-
day preparations were under way for 
Saturday’s annual Christmas parade.

Every year Watertown business-
es design their floats to reflect what 
means the most to them at Christ-
mas. Mark and Tracy Christian, 
owners of Goliath Fencing, decided 
to build a float commemorating vet-
erans. The Christians would like 
parade-goers to remember veterans 
and their families and the sacrifices 
they have made.

“There was a man around Water-
town and he was a veteran,” said 
Tracy Christian. “He had a lot of com-
plications and a past, but everyone 
has a past. We adopted him until he 
passed away. I think he is the one 
that made me realize there are a lot 
of people who deserve respect, love 
and care.”
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Watertown 
Christmas 
Parade is 
Saturday
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Community 
comes together  
for annual event

Lebanon Special School District 
Director Scott Benson received one 
of his best evaluations in the nearly 
eight years he has led the district.

“Surprisingly, this is the best eval-
uation I have seen in years so, you 
are either doing a good job or we 
are not catching a lot,” LSSD Board 
Chairman Steve Jones said at Tues-
day’s board meeting.

Benson said Wednesday the LSSD 
school board does not use a point 
system when doing evaluations but 
rather follows a rubric.

“We don’t have points or scores, 
it’s more of a checklist,” said Benson. 
“I use the rubric and I go through  
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LSSD 
director 

gets ‘best’ 
evaluation
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Benson’s contract 
extended one year
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