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Wilson County Schools has estimated costs 
to rebuild West Wilson Middle and Ston-
er Creek Elementary could run upwards of  
$70 million based on talks with insurers, with an 
additional $15 million to replace their contents.

Deputy Director of Schools Mickey Hall said 
those figures are high estimates, and expects 
the school system’s insurance policy to cover 
the costs.

The repair process is currently projected to 
last 14 months, and will also involve the bus 
shop and athletic field between the schools. 
Buildings will also need to be redesigned to 
meet 2018’s code requirements.

“I want to be very clear, this is an estimate at 
this time,” Hall said. “We’re still working with 
the insurance company to try to settle that 
claim, but I don’t think you will exceed this 
amount — it could, but I don’t think so. I’m 
doing a budget amendment so when the insur-
ance company turns us loose to go to work, 
I’ve got the money appropriated by the county 
commission.”

The Wilson County Commission’s Educa-
tion Committee and Budget Committee both 
accepted the item as part of a series of status 
quo budgets during their meetings on Thurs-
day.

“Our intent is that insurance will cover 
everything, or we will work with FEMA,” Hall 
said. “One or the other.”

FEMA is also slated to reimburse the county 
for a portion of expenses related to the March 

T
here’s no doubt this coronavirus 
pandemic has caused a world of 
hurt beyond those sickened and 

killed by the disease.
More than 20 million Americans 

have lost their jobs as businesses of 
all types have been forced to closed. 
Millions have had their pay reduced. 
Still more have had to quit to take 
care of children who are home rather 

than in school.
So, it’s been a pleasure to talk 

business owners in Wilson County 
over the past two weeks as Tennessee 
begins the slow, careful process of 
reopening. Gov. Bill Lee continues 
to emphasize the need to take the 
steps necessary to keep COVID-19 
from surging again. Most of those 
I’ve talked to are taking Lee’s words 

— and the “Tennessee Pledge” — to 
heart.

They understand that in order 
to protect our fragile economic 
recovery, we must protect against 
a spike in the curve, so to speak, 
of cases. It is gratifying to see 
business owners taking customers’ 
temperatures and asking if they have 
been exposed to someone with the 

virus. A walk through Kroger finds 
many customers wearing masks. 
Store floors now bear X’s every 6 feet 
to encourage social distancing.

The Lebanon Democrat, and its 
affiliated weekly newspapers, has 
been affected by the pandemic 
along with many other small, local 

Democrat’s $200,000 stimulus program aims to help local businesses
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WCS estimates 
$85 million for 
tornado repairs 

School system expects 
insurance to cover costs

Above: Storms and strong winds blew through 
the Wilson County Sheriff’s Office’s training facil-

ity on Sunday, destroying a structure that 
housed Special Response Team vehicles and 

reportedly knocking over a gas tank and start-
ing a fire from a trailer at adjacent property. The 

sheriff’s department’s impound lot and firing 
range saw additional damage, and the county is 
currently working with insurers to assess the sit-
uation. Right: Capt. Scott Moore with the Wilson 

County Sheriff’s Office said the storm passed 
through the department’s training facility at 

approximately 5:49 p.m., around the same time 
it hit Fiddlers Grove Historic Village. The Wilson 

County Fair had already seen extensive damage 
to Fiddlers Grove from the March 3 tornado, and 

the storms left additional need for recovery.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Winds still mark county landscape
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As Tennessee’s battle against 
COVID-19 continues, the state is 
looking to bring in more contact 
tracers in June to support the esti-
mated 350 already active.

Wilson County is par t of that 
ef for t, with family nurse practi-

tioner Leslie Durham now work-
ing full-time with the local health 
department to investigate the virus’s 
spread through the county.

“When I’ve talked to people with 
positive cases, it seems more often 
than not that they have not followed 
social distancing, isolation or quar-
antine guidelines,” she said. “A lot 

of the spread has come from people 
going to work when they’re sick or 
people transmitting it to family mem-
bers at home. I haven’t seen that 
much of people getting it from going 
places like the grocery store.”

Durham said that makes it import-
ant for people to follow the CDC’s 
health and safety measures in the 
workplace, and for those feeling sick 
not to clock in.

But work is not the only place to 
contract the virus, and there are 

On the trail of COVID-19
Wilson County contact tracer says 

workplace spread the primary culprit 
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Vanderbi l t  W i lson 
County  Hosp i ta l  i s 
closed its COVID-19 
assessment site in Leba-
non on Friday, according 
to Traci Pope, the hospi-
tal’s director of commu-
nity relations.

The site, Vanderbilt 
In tegra ted  Pr imar y 

Care at 1616 W. Main 
St., will return to nor-
mal patient care Mon-
day, with extended days 
and hours of Monday 
through Saturday from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Pope said Vanderbilt 
has in place the fol-
lowing steps to keep 
patients and employees 

Vanderbilt resuming 
normal patient care locally
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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