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Sports
Wilson County sending 26 wrestlers 

to state individual championships. B1$1

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A local primary and a proposed 
sales tax hike are possible factors 
driving a large increase in early 
voting this year compared with 
2016, the last presidential election 
year.

“We’ve had a good turnout, 
way ahead of where were were 
in 2016,” said Phillip Warren, Wil-
son County administrator of elec-
tions. “The Republican county 
primary and the sales tax referen-
dum would be reasons to see an 
increase.”

As of the end of Tuesday, 2,484 
Republicans and 1,143 Democrats 
had cast ballots. That compares to 
2,068 and 655, respectively, four 
years ago.

The large slate of candidates for 
the Democratic presidential nom-

ination may be contributing to the 
uptick in blue voters, Warren said.

On the local Republican ballot 
are three contested races.

For the District 17 seat on the 
Wilson County Commission, 
appointed incumbent Joe Ali is 
being challenged by James “Rusty” 
Keith.

For 15th Judicial District Divi-
sion II circuit court judge, there 
is a three-way race between Leb-
anon attorney Shawn McBrien, 
Smith County General Sessions 
Judge Michael Collins and Car-
thage-based 15th Judicial District 
assistant district attorney Javin 
Cripps.

And incumbent Wilson Coun-
ty Property Assessor Stephen 
Goodall is opposed by retired state 

Turnout strong in Wilson County early voting
Local GOP races, sales tax referendum on ballot

Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Richard and Valerie Heronemus, of Lebanon, sign in to vote Wednesday during early voting at the Wilson 
County Election Commission office, 203 E. Main St. in Lebanon. Helping them are, from left, poll workers 
Patsy Sanders, Margaret Garrett and Lynn Winfree.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Tim Edwards and Jennifer Apala 
want to share the ins and outs of 
agriculture with the world, and the 
two may be one step closer to their 
goal on Tuesday.

The Lebanon Planning Commis-
sion is set to vote that evening on 
a site plan for the Wilson Coun-
ty Agricultural Learning Center, 
which would span 22.5 acres on 
the fairgrounds.

Edwards and Apala intend to 
fund the estimated $4 million build 
through community donations and 
fundraisers, and have already col-
lected a quarter of the cost. Their 
hope is to open the barn by July 
2021.

Ag Learning 
Center seeks 
international 

presence 

Site plan to go before 
Lebanon Planning 

Commission on Tuesday 

BY CHRIS GREGORY
HARTSVILLE VIDETTE

A former correctional officer at 
the Trousdale Turner Correctional 
Center has filed a federal lawsuit 
against CoreCivic in which she 
claims sexual harassment, sex dis-
crimination, wrongful termination 
and defamation.

Amber Sharpe, according to 
the lawsuit filed on Feb. 10, was a 
correctional officer at TTCC from 
September 2018 to March 2019. 
Her lawsuit claims that on repeated 
occasions, another officer, identi-
fied only as Correctional Officer 

Ex-guard files 
harassment suit 
against prison

Woman claims 
CoreCivic ignored 

problem and retaliated
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST

ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Two construction projects 
under way in Lebanon are 
expected to wrap this spring, 
bringing a new location for 
commercial businesses and 
another gas station into the 
city.

H a n k i n s  S t a t i o n ,  a 
5,000-square-foot proper ty 
located on 314. W Baddour 
Parkway, aims to take advan-
tage of its high-traf fic street 
corner location to bring in 
companies.

“I think it’s going to take 
another four months to finish 
that project, but that’s an esti-
mate,” Callis Ventures Chief 

Manager Eddie Callis said of 
the build. “It’s a commercial 
building, so it could be office 
space, retail space or anything 
else that falls under that zoning 
category.”

The project’s targeted com-
pletion date is May 1, accord-
ing to Callis Ventures’ website. 
Callis said a number of poten-
tial clients have shown inter-
est, but was unable to disclose 
them.

RaceTrac Petroleum, Inc. 
is also moving forward with a 
project to build a gas station 
at the corner of South Cum-
berland Street and Tennes-
see Boulevard.

“Our new location coming 

to 405 S. Cumberland St. is 
scheduled to open in May,” 
RaceTrac Communications 
Manager Megan Shannon 
said. “We’re known for our 
craveable Swirl World frozen 
desserts station, with up to 10 

flavors and 28 toppings.”
The property was previously 

home to Ryan’s, a buffet-style 
chain restaurant that closed its 
Lebanon location in 2018. Mid-
TN Construction is handling 
the build.

New commercial space, gas station coming to town 
Construction targeted for May completion 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Hankins Station, a 5,000-square-foot commercial property at 314. W Baddour Parkway, is expected to finish construction by May 1.

Mid-TN Construction is looking to finish work on the upcoming 
RaceTrac gas station on South Cumberland Street in time for a May 
opening date.
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