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Sports
Lebanon Devilettes roll as 

Mulaski scores 29. B1$1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Mt. Juliet Police Department 
has identified the three victims killed 
during Tuesday’s tornado as county 
officials work to restore power lines 
and clean up damages.

James Eaton, 84, and Donna Eaton, 
81, died inside their home on Catalpa 
Drive, while Brandy Barker, 38, of 
Lebanon, died while working securi-
ty at a CEVA warehouse on Athletes 
Way North.

WEMA Director Joey Cooper said 
the Eatons were found dead in their 
bedroom after the tornado destroyed 
their home, and Barker died when a 
wall collapsed into the room she was 
sheltered in.

“We did end up transporting 23 
total patients today, those having var-
ious injuries from minor to moder-
ate,” Cooper said during a press con-
ference Tuesday evening. “No one 
is reported missing at this time, and 
there’s no resources outstanding that 
have been requested. Search and res-
cue went to search and recovery — 
that has been completed at this time, 
so now we’ll be entering the recovery 
phase.”

Water systems have also been 
completely restored, but power out-
ages continue to impact residents 
across the county.

“Currently, we still have power out-
ages just a little bit over 12,000,” Coo-
per said. “Middle Tennessee Electric 
is working continuously to restore as 
many power facilities as they can.”

Workers are repairing the power 
lines around the clock, but Cooper 
estimated it would be days before 
all the outages are addressed. the 
MTEMC website indicated thou-
sands of customers still without 
power Wednesday night.

“We have made preparations 
already for hospitals, nursing homes 
and things that cannot go without 
power for that long,” he said, not-
ing that the outages are primarily 
in Lebanon and Mt. Juliet near the 
interstate. “The map I pulled up ear-
lier was mainly completely across the 
Interstate 40 corridor in both cities, 
and then there was a couple spots up 
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TORNADO KILLS THREE

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF                        
AND ETHAN STEINQUEST

MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM
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W ilson County Schools 
hopes to have a plan in place 
by next week on how it will 
educate the students of West 
Wilson Middle and Stoner 
Creek Elementar y schools 
for thev rest of the year — 
and possibly into next school 
year.

Mike Gwaltney represents 
Zone 3 on the Wilson Coun-
ty School Board, the zone 
that includes the two schools 
heavily damaged by the tor-
nado that struck early Tues-
day morning.

“I contacted Dr. Wright 
today,” Gwaltney said, refer-
ring to WCS Director Donna 

Wright. “She said they will 
have a plan at the first part 
of  the week to show the 
board.”

Wilson County Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto confirmed that 
timeline at a press confer-
ence Tuesday evening.

“ D e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h o s e 
schools and when and how 
they will be taken care of will 
come out next Tuesday or 
Wednesday,” he said.

In the meantime, class-
es have been canceled for 
the rest of the week in WCS 
and Lebanon Special School 
District, although none of 
the latter’s buildings were 
damaged. And next week is 
spring break for both dis-
tricts.

“If there’s any good to be 

found in this, we have this 
week of f and spring break 
coming up,” West Wilson 
Middle School’s band direc-
tor Jonathan Earl said. “Our 
first step is trying to figure 
out where we can get these 

kids to go. We’re hoping to 
be able to work with some 
loca l  bus inesses  to  f ind 
space ,  because  some o f 
these kids have had their 

Wilson County Schools working 
on plan with two schools unusable

West Wilson Middle and Stoner 
Creek Elementary heavily damaged

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

West Wilson Middle School was rendered unusable after it was struck by a tornado Tuesday morning, and Wilson County Schools is 
working on a plan to relocate its students for the remainder of the year.

Mark Bellew/All Hands Fire Photos

The remnants of a science lab at West Wilson Middle are left 
exposed Tuesday.

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The sales tax in Wilson County 
will be going to 9.75% from 9.25% 
after voters overwhelmingly gave 
their OK on Tuesday.

The referendum passed with 
12,560 votes for, 9,082 against, or 
58% to 42%, according to complete 
yet unofficial results posted by Wil-
son County Elections Administra-
tor Phillip Warren.

The portion of the additional rev-

enue that tax increase will bring to 
Wilson County Schools, $5.2 mil-
lion, will be dedicated to teacher 
raises.

In a statement released Tues-
day night, WCS Director Donna 
Wright said:

“This is a historical moment 
for our classroom teachers, both 
Wilson County and LSSD. I don’t 
remember a time where we have 
seen such a grassroots effort to 
support, honor and place high 

value on our educators.
“I can assure our Wilson County 

taxpayers that their investment in 
our teachers will bring a significant 
return on that investment as they 
continue to provide a quality edu-
cation for each and every student. I 
am thankful and grateful to the cit-
izens of Wilson County for validat-
ing and recognizing our incredible 
teachers.”

In the race for the Republi-
can nomination for 15th Judicial 

District Division II Circuit Court 
judge, Smith County General 
Session Judge Michael Collins of 
Carthage topped Lebanon attor-
ney Shawn McBrien and Carthage 
Assistant District Attorney Javin 
Cripps.

In Wilson County, Collins got 
4,986 votes to 3,726 for McBrien 
and 3,252 for Cripps.

Two other counties held local 
primaries, Smith and Macon. In 
Smith, Collins got 2,004 votes 

to 865 for Cripps and 255 for 
McBrien. In Macon, it was Cripps 
with 849, Collins with 842 and 
McBrien with 189.

Overall, Collins received 7,832 
votes, Cripps 4,966 and McBrien 
4,170.

“It’s kind of a weird thing hav-
ing the election so close to the tor-
nadoes, the tragedy,” Collins said, 
referring to the deadly storms that 

Wilson County voters approve hike in sales tax
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