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The baby formula shor tage 
in the United States has cre-
ated a crisis for new parents, 
who are now forced to scav-
enge among a short supply.

N o  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  U n i t -
ed States are immune to the 
issue that first arose after a 
major producer on the formu-
la scene, Abbott, had to close 
doors at its Sturgis, Michigan, 
facility following a repor ted 
contamination. Abbott was one 
of the few formula producers 
authorized to manufacture and 
market infant formula in the 
United States by the Food and 

Drug Administration.
Parents in W ilson Coun-

ty have been hit hard by the 
shor tage, according the the 
county’s public health director, 
Adalberto Valdez.

“We know the infant formu-
la shor tage is a scar y time 
for parents and caregivers, 
but our staf f are here to help, 
and there are several helpful 
resources available to help,” 
Valdez said.

On Monday, the health direc-
tor attempted to clear up some 
discrepancies about where to 
get formula, as well as share 
some tips about how to navi-
gate the shor tage using vari-
ous resources provided from 
the state and federal level. The 
available resources for parents 
include the Tennessee Women, 
Infants and Children program 
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A lot has changed for the 
Lebanon Special School Dis-
trict since its current director 
of schools, Scott Benson, took 
over more than 10 years ago.

However, one thing has 
remained constant. The stu-
dents haven’t changed.

“Kids are still kids,” Benson 
said. “I have been doing this 
for over 30 years now. I start-
ed as a teacher and basketball 
coach. Kids were kids then, 
and kids are still kids now.”

During his 10-plus years, 
Benson has overseen many 
changes, from building new 
schools to navigating through 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Benson will of ficially step 
down at the end of the month.

When Benson steps down, 
his successor is Brian Hutto, 
who was actually the first prin-
cipal that Benson ever hired.

Asked if he felt confident 
that he was leaving the school 
district in good shape, Benson 
replied “absolutely.”

“With any leader that is the 
goal,” Benson said. “You want 
to leave the place better than 
you found it.”
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The Wilson County Budget 
Committee formally approved 
t h e  u p c o m i n g  b u d g e t  o n 
Thursday night, which will 
now go before the full county 
commission for consideration.

As a final wrap-up on 
the year, the committee 
had to approve a few, 
last-minute depar tment 
expenditures.

W i l s o n  C o u n t y 
Finance Director Aaron 
Maynard explained that 
the county ’s  agricul -
ture center had to move 
some money into a line 
i t em des igna ted  fo r 
fuel costs to cover the 
remainder of the year.

The agriculture center 
was not the only coun-
ty depar tment request-
ing transfers for fuel. 
Wilson County Schools 
Deputy Finance Direc-
tor Michael Smith simi-
larly asked the budget commit-
tee for approval to move fund-
ing around to cover the school 
system’s increased cost of fuel.

According to AAA, on Mon-
day, the average cost of  a 
gallon of regular gasoline in 
Tennessee was $4.64 after 
increasing 14 cents over the 
course of last week. That total 
represents a 47-cent increase 
over one month ago and a 
$1.76-increase since last year.

“For the second week in 
a  r o w,  Te n n e s s e a n s  s a w 
record-breaking prices at the 
pump, “ said Megan Cooper, 
a AAA spokesperson. “Price 
fluctuation is likely again this 
week as the price of crude oil 
still remains high and increas-
es in demand are expected. 

One bit of good news for Ten-
nesseans, though, is that Ten-
nessee moved up one spot this 
week to the eighth-least expen-
sive market in the nation.”

The average cost for a gallon 
of diesel fuel was $5.62.

JAIL STAFFING ISSUES
Another request, made by 

the Wilson County Sherif f ’s 
Of fice, was to cover overtime 
caused by workers covering 
open shifts. The office’s assis-
tant chief, Lance Howell, pro-
vided an update on the staf f-
ing situation at the jail that has 
prompted the need for extra 
overtime.

“As of last week, we 
had approximately 22 
openings at the jail,” 
Howell said. “We made 
a lot of headway this 
week. I think we got 
three that were hired 
this week and six more 
in the pipeline trying to 
go through the process. 
We are trying to gain all 
the ground that we can.”

Since those positions 
are open, it does mean 
t h a t  m o n e y,  w h i c h 
would normally be set 
aside for payroll, reverts 
back to general funds.

The full county com-
mission will still have 
to formally approve the 

budget through a vote. That 
vote will be held during the 
next regularly-scheduled coun-
ty commission meeting, which 
will begin at 7 p.m. at the Wil-
son County Cour thouse, on 
June 20. The meeting will not 
start until the conclusion of a 
public hearing, which begins 
at 6:30 p.m.

Expecting less-than-normal 
input from residents, the bud-
get committee agreed to move 
the public hearing, which is 
required before any final vote 
on the budget can be made, 
30 minutes closer to the of fi-
cial star t time of the Wilson 
County Commission’s regular-
ly-scheduled meeting. In year’s 
past, the public hearing would 
commence at 6 p.m.

”A SCARY TIME FOR PARENTS”
County health 

director shares tips 
for formula shortage

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Even when there is inventory available, shelves for baby formula are often bare. Wilson County Health 
Department Director Adalberto Valdez has some tips for getting through the current shortage.

Benson waves goodbye
LSSD director 

retires after 
30-plus-year career

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon Special School District Director of Schools Scott Benson is 
officially stepping down from his position at the end of the month. 
Filling in his shoes will be the first person he ever hired as a princi-
pal, Brian Hutto.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon Special School District Director Scott Benson addresses members of the school board 
during a March meeting to decide his replacement.

Addressing issues 
across the board
High fuel costs, 

staffing shortages 
spill over into 

budget 
discussions

Lance Howell

Aaron 
Maynard
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