
An article on Page 1 Tuesday should 

have said B.T. Leigh’s Sauces and 

Rubs retails its products at Demeter’s 

Common. Also, owner Brian Leigh’s first 

name was misspelled.
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The Lebanon Special School 
District has had approximate-
ly 20 employees exposed to 
COVID-19, some of whom tested 
positive and others who were in 
contact with those infected.

Director of Schools Scott Ben-
son said the district’s health and 
safety guidelines significant-
ly reduced spreading in those 
instances and should keep stu-
dents and teachers safe when 
classes resume Aug. 10.

LSSD announced its decision 
to open schools using a hybrid 
model on Friday, and its board 
of education approved a COVID-
19 handbook during its meet-
ing Wednesday. The handbook 
includes both preventative mea-
sures and a plan of action for any 
exposures.

“That plan will work if we all 
follow it,” Benson said, noting 
that a bus driver called in about 
showing symptoms the day after 
working an in-service. “Nobody 
sat down beside her when she 
was at the table checking people 
in, they kept distance as she was 
checking people in and every-
body had a mask when they 
came in … so when she went to 
contact trace, we had one driver 
that is quarantined.”

LSSD: 20 
employees 
exposed to 
COVID-19
Benson says guidelines 

will curb the spread
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NASHVILLE — Tennessee Gov. 
Bill Lee announced Tuesday that 
reopening schools in-person is 
the “medically sound, preferred 
option,” but he said it’s dependent 
on quickly isolating those who are 
sick and quarantining their close 
contacts.

He also signed an executive 
order that permits high schools to 
proceed with contact sports. That 
means prep football games will 
likely begin later next month.

The Republican rolled out his 
K-12 school reopening plan the 
same week as the state has been 
warned by the White House that 
Tennessee is at a precipice of 
reaching new levels of infection.

About a dozen Tennessee dis-
tricts, including Wilson County 
Schools, have delayed the start 
of in-person schooling, said state 
Education Commissioner Penny 
Schwinn. Lee advised districts to 
delay in “only the most extreme 
situations.”

“School reopening is not going 
to be easy,” Lee said. “There will 
be a temptation at times to throw 
in the towel or cut corners, but we 

Governor: 
In-person school 
‘medically sound 

and preferred’

Lee also clears way for 
contact sports to begin
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Faith leads people across the 
world, and on Sunday it saw a 
youth group travel from Michi-
gan to Lebanon for a weeklong 
mission trip.

Bedford Nazarene brought 
13 students and five adults 
along for the ef for t, which 
has seen them pitch in to help 
the Salvation Army, Joseph’s 
Storehouse and a physically 
disabled resident. The group 
is expected to remain in town 
through Saturday.

“We talk so much in church 
and in service about how you 
need to go out into the world 
and really make a difference, 
and it’s easy to say that,” youth 
group member Jake McMunn 
said. “But it’s cool to see how 
what we’ve talked about is 
coming into play right now, 
with us being out here working 
together helping people who 
can’t do stuff for themselves.”

McMunn grew up in Bedford 
and has taken several mission 
trips with the church, while 
others like Ethan Celestino 
were taking in the experience 
for the first time.

“The town is so beauti-
ful, and the people here are 
so kind and just really wel-
coming,” Celestino said. “It 
reminds me of home, and it’s 
good to help out … I know that 

if people came into my town 
and they did this kind of stuff 
for people that I knew, I would 
just be so appreciative, and for 
me it would definitely show the 
love of God. And I think that’s 
a big part of why it’s so cool 
and why I love doing it.”

City Takers Training Cen-
ter, a local ministry organiza-
tion led by Chad and Brooke 
Seabright, partnered with Bed-
ford Nazarene for the trip and 
helped them find projects to 
work on.

“This is actually my home 
church from when I lived up 
in Michigan,” Chad Seabright 
said. “They’ve come out every 
year and done a mission trip 
for probably 10 years, but it’s 
not always here in Lebanon. 
We were in South Carolina for 
a while.”

Brooke Seabright said she 
and her husband reached out 
to other members of the church 
community to find service proj-
ects for the children, who range 
from sixth grade to 12th grade.

“Basically, the goal is to 
serve through churches and 
ministry and help those who 
need it, whether they have 
small projects or labor-inten-
sive ones,” Brooke Seabright 
said. “Many hands make light 
work.”

Youth group answers call to serve Lebanon
Volunteers spend week taking on projects

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Members of Bedford Nazarene, a church in Michigan, work to clean the Salvation Army of Wilson County’s property ahead of the organiza-
tion’s annual shoe giveaway on Friday. From left are Ethan Celestino, Judah Freeman, Zach Yeager, Tom Freeman, Leland Hall, Olivia Garrity, 
Ciara Lieberman and Dave Hersheberger.

Jake McMunn, left, and Blake Crace haul wheelbarrows filled with 
gravel while on a mission trip to Lebanon.

Gideon Freeman helps clear out a dirt mound at the Salvation Army 
of Wilson County.SEE YOUTH/PAGE A10 SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A8

SEE LSSD/PAGE A10
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Lebanon’s mayoral candidates 
met to discuss their platforms for 
the first time during a forum at 
the Capitol Theatre on Tuesday.

The Wilson County Black 
History Committee hosted the 
event, which included Mayor 
Bernie Ash and challengers 
Cumberland University profes-
sor Rick Bell, former city coun-

cilor Rob Cesternino and touring 
musician John DeMoor.

Rusty Richardson of Cum-
berland University moderated 
the forum, and the candidates 
weighed in on issues from 
COVID-19 to the square’s Gen. 
Robert Hatton statue. Here’s 
how each candidate looks to face 
the city’s challenges if elected  

on Nov. 3.

COVID-19 AND  
THE CITY BUDGET

DeMoor said following health 
and safety guidelines is the most 
effective way to prevent the virus 
from spreading further in the 

Mayoral candidates share 
plans for city in public forum
Wilson County Black History Committee 
sponsors discussion at the Capitol Theatre 
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