
Extension agent 

Ruth Correll gives 

tips on dealing 

with summer ticks.

Page A2

Classifieds A9

Comics A4-5

Obituaries A3

Television A8

OJ Gaerte, Betty Swindell, Donna 

Lehew, Georgie Carver, Evelynn 

Floyd-Decker, Jack Hill, Violet 

Howard, Malcolm Flatt

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE INSIDE

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

TUESDAY-

WEDNESDAY
June 23-24, 2020
lebanondemocrat.com

$1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

George Floyd’s death sparked 
movements across the country, 
and Black Lives Matter Mt. Juliet 
is one of the latest to join the con-
versation.

The group introduced itself to 
the community at large on Satur-
day with a peaceful protest at Sgt. 
Jerry Mundy Memorial Park, 
which drew a crowd of more than 
100 people.

“Basically, this was born out 
of injustices and police brutality 
across our world … to fight against 
racism and systemic oppres-
sion,” lead event organizer Reisha 
Kidd-Wardlaw said. “It’s a blessing 
to see so many people in our com-

munity working to use their voices 
and affect change.”

Attendees heard from several 
speakers before joining a roughly 
2.4-mile walk to and from the park, 
and Wardlaw hopes to keep the 
community engaged moving for-
ward.

“We’re putting a committee 
together to start talking and edu-
cating people on who we’re voting 
for in our local elections,” she said. 
“Do they stand for equality across 
the board, and will they stand up 
for Black lives?”

Organizers also set up a voter 
registration drive in the park, and 
the group plans to keep raising the 
voter count in local elections. Their 
focus also extends to the school 
system.

“When we integrated schools, 
we lost the traditions of our black 
students and our Black culture in 

BLM Mt. Juliet kicks off with peaceful march 
Organizers plan voter 

registration drives 
moving forward 
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Dozens of community members from Mt. Juliet and Lebanon participate in a walk to and from Sgt. Mundy 
Park as part of a peaceful Black Lives Matter protest held Saturday.
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Watertown High School’s 
Class of 2020 had a lot to 
celebrate on Saturday.

Not only were they able 
to hold an outdoor com-
mencement amid COVID-
19, the students averaged 
an ACT score of 21.3 — the 
highest in school history.

“It’s amazing to look at 
the academic accomplish-
ments of this graduating 
class,” Principal Darian 
Brown said. “We set a goal 
at the beginning of the 
year with this class, and we 
asked them to bear with 
us and work for us and be 
committed and see if we 
could get a 21 as a class 
average on the ACT … not 
only did they accept that 
challenge, they hit it head 
on and knocked it out of  

the park.”
The class also saw a com-

bined $3.3 million in schol-
arship money, and 58% of 
them earned a GPA of at 
least 3.5.

“To be a part of such a 
successful group of peo-
ple is nothing short of a 
blessing,” salutatorian Will 
Poston said. “Despite the 
hard times … we made 
the most of what we had in 
breaking the state average 
in our ACT scores, to ath-
letically being runner-up 
in volleyball and having a 
near perfect football season 

and many more, along with 
being extremely successful 
in all clubs and activities.”

The class’ success was 
reflected in its valedictory 
address, with graduates 
Lenora Upchurch and 
Donna Evins sharing the 
position.

“Even though nothing 
like this has happened 
before, the pandemic is 
not the whole story of our 
senior year or our graduat-
ing class,” Upchurch said. 
“I hope we don’t allow it to 

Watertown High School graduates 
record-setting senior class

Students 
achieve highest 
ACT average in 
school history 
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Watertown High School’s Class of 2020 celebrates its graduation during an outdoor 
commencement on the school’s football field held Saturday.

Joshua French shakes hands with Watertown High School 
Principal Darian Brown as he receives his diploma.
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Wilson Central High School graduated 
410 seniors and celebrated a year of aca-
demic success during an outdoor com-
mencement ceremony held Friday.

The Class of 2020 posted an average 
GPA of 3.3 and an average ACT score of 
21.6, with more than half of the students 
receiving scholarships to attend universi-
ties.

“I was super excited to actually get to 
have a ceremony,” graduate Gracie Aric 
said. “It was a blessing, because March 2 
was the last time I saw almost everybody 
here. Now I’m going to UT Martin to play 
soccer this fall.”

School closures after the March 3 torna-
do and COVID-19 ended student athletes’ 
seasons along with the school year, so Aric 
is looking forward to being back on the 
field.

Her classmate Zach Hirchman, who also 
played soccer for WCHS, enjoyed recon-
necting with friends and teammates but is 
changing course next semester.

“I’m going to Tennessee Tech University 
to major in mechanized engineering,” he 
said. “I want to do something in the auto-
mobile industry. Ever since I was younger 
I liked to work on things, and eventually I 

gravitated towards cars.”
Graduate Tyler Jeanneret also plans to 

work in the auto industry after studying 
diesel powered equipment technology at 
TCAT.

“My whole family’s in it, and growing up 
I spent a lot of time working on cars,” he 
said. “I’m hoping to start up my own shop 
here locally.”

WCHS Principal Travis Mayfield said he 
regrets that the students’ senior year saw 
several activities cancelled, but he said the 
class excelled despite the obstacles.

“We’ve got a lot of great students that 
are involved in a lot of great things, and 
they do a lot for other people,” Principal 

Wilson Central Wildcats face the future 

Class of 2020 celebrates 
graduation day

Pitpiboon 
Cohen, at left, 
takes a selfie 
with Principal 
Travis May-
field during 
an outdoor 
graduation 
ceremony 
held Friday.
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Makayla Bizzell crosses the school foot-
ball field during Wilson Central High 
School’s outdoor commencement.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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