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Editor’s Note: Three seats on the 
Mt. Juliet Board of Commissioners as 
well as the mayor’s seat are on the 
Nov. 3 ballot. Last week we published 
responses from mayoral candidates 
James Maness and Dan Walker and 
from District 1 incumbent Ray Justice 
and challenger Vince King. Today, we 
publish the answers from District 3 
incumbent Art Giles and challenger 
Scott Hefner and District 4 incumbent 
Jennifer Milele and challengers Jim 
Bradshaw and Gerard Bullock.

DISTRICT 3

NAME: ART GILES
Age: Declined to answer

Occupation: Owner of AGA 

Insurance specializing in Church 

insurance.

Question 1 (200 words or 

less): What makes you the best 

candidate for the position?
I currently serve as the 

District 3 Commissioner 
and a Regional Planning 
Commissioner. I and have 
a passion for serving my 
community. I offer myself as 
“the Conservative Choice” 
in this election and have a 
voting record to support that 
claim. I received a Bachelor 
Of Business Administration 
from Belmont University 

with a Minor in Music prior to 
moving to Mt. Juliet. I and have 
used that degree knowledge, 
along with different career 
experience including local city 
government, to be proficient 
and accountable in my present 
District 3 Commission seat. I 
am proud of my voting record 
and accomplishments and 

feel experience is invaluable 
and necessary to continue 
to positively move forward 
in serving the citizens of 
Mt. Juliet. Money Magazine 
recently named Mt. Juliet in its 
list of the Top 50 Best Places 
to Live in the United States. 
Mt. Juliet was No. 22! Our 
commission leadership has 

worked hard to make Mt. Juliet 
a great place to live. I am glad I 
have had an opportunity to be a 
part of this recognition.

Question 2 (400 words or less): 

What do you see as the greatest 

challenge facing Mt. Juliet and 

how would you address it?
Increased Police Protection: 

I recently sponsored/passed a 
resolution for a 10 Year Police 
Department Strategic Plan to 
identify and adequately fund 
the needs of our members in 
blue, including salaries; now 
the PD is currently in the 
process of expanding Police 
Headquarters to adequately 
meet the city’s needs.

A decade of Ghosts in the Grove
Fiddlers Grove 

expands 
benefit into 

weekend event 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

A tour group at Ghosts in the Grove learns the local legend of Cumberland University’s Mary White Hall, which is rumored to 
be haunted by the ghost of a student who was murdered there many years ago.

Costumed characters  
share chilling tales  

with attendees at the 10th 
Annual Ghosts in The  

Grove, a benefit for Fiddlers 
Grove Historic Village held 

Friday and Saturday.

Ethan Steinquest/ 
Lebanon Democrat 

BY JILL COLVIN,                                                                      
WILL WEISSERT AND ZEKE MILLER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PRESCOTT, Ariz. — President Don-
ald Trump came out swinging Monday 
against Dr. Anthony Fauci and polls 
that show Trump trailing Democrat Joe 

Biden in key battleground states, as he 
tried to buck up his campaign team two 
weeks out from Election Day.

Back on the trail after his COVID-
19 infection, Trump was facing intense 
pressure to turn around his campaign, 
hoping for the type of last-minute surge 
that revived his candidacy four years 
ago and plunging into an aggressive 
travel schedule despite the pandem-
ic. But his lack of a consistent mes-

sage, newly surging virus cases and 
his attacks on experts like Fauci could 
undermine his final efforts to appeal to 
voters outside his most loyal base.

Trump insisted to supporters that he 
believes he will still win another term, 
though allowing that he didn’t have that 
same sense of confidence two weeks 
ago when he was hospitalized for treat-
ment for the virus. 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Friendship Christian School senior Cole Cot-
trell is on a mission to conquer teen alcoholism 

through the nonprofit Change 
Lives Crusade.

The Lebanon native found-
ed the organization earlier this 
month after seeing how under-
age drinking and peer pressure 
affects area students, and hopes 
to grow it into a teen-led out-
reach effort.

“These things exist for adults, 
but nothing really grabs the attention of teens,” 
he said. “In order to address teens, and really in 
order to have any sort of impact on teens, you 
have to go to the teen. You can’t reference them 
or count of them to go looking for it themselves, 
because most teens aren’t going to do that.”

Cottrell laid the groundwork for the organi-
zation by building a website and social media 
presence with resources, blog posts and more. 
He reached hundreds of viewers and dozens 
of followers on the first day, which encouraged 
him to move forward.

“I knew people would support the cause 
and I knew people would get behind it, but I 
didn’t expect the level of commitment,” he said. 
“I expected a lot of questioning … but it was 
extremely positive and I was overwhelmed, to be 
honest. I made sure to personally text everybody 
that has followed me, which took a lot of time.”

Some of those texts led to personal phone 
conversations with friends battling alcoholism. 
Cottrell said starting those conversations and 
understanding why people turn to drinking is a 
key part of the Change Lives Crusade.

“We’re all human and we all have strug-
gles and we all have stuff that’s hard to deal 
with, and I found that across the board there’s 
nobody that’s not looking to make themselves 
better,” he said. “It’s just a matter of giving them 
a platform and giving them the resources they 
need to be better … if you’re willing to listen 
and if you’re willing to put yourself out there for 
other people, people listen to it.”

Cottrell said one of the most important things 
is making sure teenagers know the risks. Many 
people are exposed to alcohol for the first time 
in high school and could be more likely to 
abuse it.

“Alcoholism, obviously, is a known depres-
sant,” he said. “I’ve heard several stories now 
from kids, and I’ve seen it, where it’s almost 
like an escape. I believe adults use it for a lot of 
the same reasons, but I think when you start 
playing an escape game as a teenager you start 
running from your problems, running from 
your responsibilities and you really just set up a 
foundation for your life.”
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teen alcoholism 

Cottrell envisions teen-led 
outreach through new nonprofit 

Cole Cottrell

Trump attacks Fauci, tries to rev up campaign
GOP Sen. Alexander 

defends disease expert
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