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Above left: Landon Smith hands out supplies at the School Store at College Hills Church of Christ on Satur-
day. Hundreds of families received free backpacks, supplies and clothes. Above right: Kingsley Epperson and 
her father Jeremy receive a new backpack at the School Store on Saturday at College Hills Church of Christ.

Team Kate Field  
Day fundraiser held
Henrey Rheinscheld, 3, plays ring toss Saturday at the Team Kate 
fundraiser for the Crohns and Colitis Foundation in Lebanon. He 

will attend pre-K at Sam Houston Elementary School in the fall. 
The money raised at the family field day will go to research, 

patient services, advocacy and professional education through 
the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation. The goal this year was $40,000.

Joshua Hicks • Lebanon Democrat

Two people died Sunday night 
when the motorcycle they were 
riding ran off the road and hit a 
metal culvert. 

David Rollin, 68, and Lisa Rol-
lin, 45, both of Lebanon, were 
heading north on Lovers Lane 
when the 2010 Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle ran off the side of 
the road and hit a drainage pipe, 
according to a report from the 
Tennessee Highway Patrol. The 
motorcycle flew about 75 feet 
into the air and flipped end over 
end when it hit the ground until it 
came to a rest on the right side of 
the road. 

David Rollin was the driver, 
and neither person was wearing a 
helmet, though officials say wear-
ing a helmet would likely not have 
made a difference in the outcome 
of the crash.

Motorcycle 
crash kills 
two people

STAFF REPORTS

Sunday night  
wreck happened  
on Lovers Lane

Both Wilson County Schools 
and the Lebanon Special School 
District students will be returning 
to school Thursday, and Saturday 
two local churches held events 
to help the kids get ready. The 
annual School Store was held by 
College Hills Church of Christ. 
For more than 20 years, thou-
sands of children in Wilson Coun-
ty have been given free, basic, 
necessary supplies and clothing 
for the new school year through 
the store. The Sisterly Love Foun-
dation and Lebanon Church of 
God’s Back to School Bash not 
only provided backpacks and 
school supplies, but also music, a 
raffle, food and inflatables.

Local kids 
prepare for 

school
STAFF REPORT

M
olly Gregory and her 
friends never expected their 
vacation to Florida would 

become a fight for their lives.
The group of Portland locals 

were visiting Panama City Beach 
earlier this month to celebrate a 
friend’s marriage, and the waters 
were closed to swimmers under 
a double red flag advisory in the 
wake of Tropical Storm Barry.

“We’d been looking for 
seashells all week to make 
keepsake necklaces for the girls, 
and we were barely knee-deep,” 
Gregory recalled. “A really strong 
wave came in, and you either fall 
back or go underwater, and  
so we (Gregory and Brooklyn
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Surviving 
the storm

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
FOR THE LEBANON DEMOCRAT

Portland women recall 
struggle against Tropical 

Storm Barry’s waves

On Sunday, Puckett Rucker United 
Methodist Church hosted the 20th anni-
versary of a tradition celebrating the local 
Negro League baseball team and recog-

nizing young athletes in the community 
today.

The Wilson County Black Histor y 
Committee honored the Lebanon Clowns, 
including its four surviving players, two of 
whom live in Lebanon. The same service 

featured guest speaker the Rev. Charlie 
E. McAdoo, whose father, Thelma “Slick” 
McAdoo, was the Clowns’ president from 
1949 to 1956.

SEE HONOR/PAGE A6

Black history committee and 
bikers honor Clowns, students

BY CEDRIC DENT JR. 
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Deke’ria Neal earns Chris Price scholarship

Right: Children play on the giant 
inflatable slide at Lebanon  

Church of God on Saturday  
at the Back to School Bash.

Far right: Volunteers hand out food 
to children at the Back to School 

Bash at Lebanon Church of God on 
Saturday. The event was put on by 

the Sisterly Love Foundation and 
helped children prepare for school 

with free supplies, fun and lunch. 
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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