
Columnist Phil 

Valentine argues 

that welfare should 

be turned into a 

jobs program.

Page A4

Business B3

Classifieds B6-7

Comics B4-5

Editorial A4

Education A6

Obituaries A3

Sports B1

Television A7

Pauline A. Day, Dorothy Ann 
Clendening Greene, Larry Edward 
Hallums, Glen “Da Da” Huffines, 
Billie Vance Lannom, Bettie Martin, 
Audrey Mai (Vantrease) Orrand, 

David Royce Rollin.             Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE VIEWS. NOW.

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

THURSDAY-

FRIDAY
Aug. 1-2, 2019
lebanondemocrat.com

NEWS. NOW.
Nesbitt Family to premier 
gospel album at Lebanon 
church. A575 cents

A collection of World War II 
shoulder patches made its way 
to the Wilson County Veterans 
Museum on Wednesday after a 
local woman donated the rare 
items.

Kathryn McCleskey, donated 
the Dr. M.S. Howard World War II 
shoulder patch collection in mem-
ory of her grandfather.

“When they had the maneu-
vers at Cumberland he would 
walk over sometimes and ask 
them for their patches. He col-
lected all kinds of things, coins, 
books, rocks,” McCleskey said.

Howard was a veteran of 
World War I where he served in a 
medical unit. McCleskey’s father 
served in World War II.

“It’s for the veterans. Me and 
the rest of the family just wanted 
to do something for our veterans,” 
McCleskey said.

The exhibit is made up of 345 
patches displayed in chronological 
and group order. There are patch-
es from the Army Corps divisions, 
Marine, Navy and Air Corps, as 
well as various other military com-
mands that were specific to WWII.

The collection will be available 
for viewing during the museum’s 
normal hours.

SEE BADGES/PAGE A5

Veterans 
museum 
displays 
WWII 
badges

BY SINCLAIRE SPARKMAN
SSPARKMAN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Collection donated 
by Howard’s 

granddaughter

Sinclaire Sparkman • Lebanon Democrat

People gather at the Wilson Coun-
ty Veterans Museum on Wednes-
day to view a collection of military 
badges from World War II. The col-
lection is one of the largest of its 
kind, according to the museum’s 
Lindsey Roberts.Wilson County employees 

and Wilson County Schools 
teachers and support staff will 
be getting raises if the Coun-
ty Commission gives final 
approval to the approximately 

$287.9 million budget passed by 
the county budget committee.

A 2% raise would be given to 
the county employees for the 
2019-20 fiscal year. Anytime the 
growth money is more than 3%, 
the county employees will get a 
1.5% raise. The budget commit-

tee decided to give the employ-
ees the extra .5% as well as the 
1.5% raise.

“You take $145,000 (which 
equals .5%) divided by 690 
employees, that’s $210 more 
a year, and that comes out to 
$17.51 more a month,” County 

Commissioner Wendell Mar-
lowe said.

Last week, the County Com-
mission asked the school board 
to prioritize the district’s needs. 
Board members were asked to 
individually come up with the 
ranking of 14 items. Teacher 
raises were unanimously the  
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County teachers, employees 
on course to receive raises

BY ANGIE MAYES
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Cedric Dent, Jr. • Lebanon Democrat

Moon Stone performs Kira Kira at the AkiaCon Senshi 7 event at the Wilson County Expo Center in Lebanon on Saturday.

A convention that this year brought 
1,400 people to Lebanon will likely be 
returning for the foreseeable future.

Akai Con 2019 was last weekend at the 
Wilson County Expo Center, and event 
President Devin Adkins said the city and 
site are increasingly attractive as competi-
tion for venues continues to increase in 
Nashville, adding that he hopes to keep 

bringing the convention back to Lebanon.
“We bring in people from other states, 

which is bringing money to the city and 
county,” Adkins said. “The hotels and res-
taurants definitely feel our presence.”

He said the convention, which is for aficio-
nados of anime and related arts, attracts peo-
ple from Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida, as well as Tennessee.

This year’s event, which was Friday 
through Sunday, included the seventh 
annual Kira Kira Idol Festival.

Kira Kira Idols are anime fans, mostly 
teenage and young-adult women, who cho-
reograph and perform dances to Japanese 
songs. Several groups performed, among 
them a few that are popular in the cosplay idol 

world like Ein Idol, Sunset and Moon Stone.
The convention also featured a large ven-

dor room, with booths selling a broad array 
of anime-, manga- and video game-related 
merchandise. Merchants sold anime-style 
artwork from internet-popular artists, cos-
tume accessories for cosplayers, anime-
themed candies, superhero-themed back-
to-school gear, T-shirts and more. A large 
segment of the room was also dedicated to 
gaming with TVs and Playstation 4s set up.

Two cosplayers from Mt. Juliet exmpli-
fy the attendees of the convention, which 
was also held at the expo center in 2018 
and attracted about 1,000 people.
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Anime convention draws large crowd

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Organizer plans  
to return next year

For many people, the Wilson 
County Fair is something to go 
to. For others, it is something to 
be a part of.

The biggest and often called 
the best county fair in Tennessee, 
hundreds of thousands descend 
on the grounds in Lebanon to 
enjoy the carnival rides and mid-
way, to see the exhibits and tractor 
pulls, to listen to the music and 

enjoy the food. But to enter a con-
test at the fair is to become part of 
it, and it is remarkably easy to do.

The Wilson County Fair Cata-
log is full of categories where 
judges will determine the best and 
ribbons awarded. Many require 
advance work, such as the rose 
show, the quilt competitions and 
certainly the cattle, goat and horse 
events. Others can be entered at 
the last minute by anyone — for 
example, the baking contest.

“You can bake it the day of and 
it’ll still be warm for the judges,” 
said Debbie Stephens, longtime 
chair of the baking contest. “It’s a 
great way to get involved.”

Irene Woodlif f of Lebanon 
has been participating in the fair 
since for seven decades.

“The first time I entered the 
fair was in 1951 when my daugh-
ter was 7 months old,” Woodliff  
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Don’t just go to the Wilson County Fair, be a part of it

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Dozens of contests, hundreds of categories available
People 
enter the 
baking 
contest  
at last 
year’s  
Wilson 
County 
Fair.
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Wilson spending plan heading to commissioners
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