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C
OVID-19 cases are 
surging in Wilson 
County. As I write this 

on Friday morning, the state 
is reporting 829 cases here, 
up from 762 Wednesday. The 
curve here, in the state and 
even much of the nation, is 
certainly not flattening.

Sure, there are many 
reasons, including more 
testing. But experts agree 
that the increase in testing 
does not account for the 

rapidly climbing 
number of cases. 
The fact is that 
as we reopened 
the economy, the 
transmission of the 
disease increased 
with the increasing 
social interaction.

Now, because the 
curve is once again 
approaching vertical, 
some areas of the country 
are shutting back down. 

Texas, California, 
Arizona and Florida 
have all put the 
brakes on further 
reopening and even 
backtracked. It’s 
safe to say no one 
wants to see the 
same thing happen 
in Tennessee and 
Wilson County.

The temporary 
closing of the economy 
caused, and is continuing 

to cause, widespread 
harm. Workers have been 
furloughed or laid off, 
businesses large and small 
have been shuttered and 
some will not reopen or 
survive, and governments 
and public institutions have 
seen their revenue plummet.

Schoolchildren have had 
their educations interrupted. 
It’s not talked about much 
publicly, but the loss of 
two or three months of 

in-class instruction will have 
long-term negative impacts 
on many students. Yes, 
children are resilient, but 
time lost will have a ripple 
effect that could take years 
to overcome. Imagine the 
consequences of schools 
remaining closed this fall.

No one wants to see the 
economy shut down again 
and no one wants to see 
schools stay closed once 
August rolls around. The 

sacrifice has already been 
made — are we going to 
squander that by refusing 
to take the steps necessary 
to limit the spread of this 
disease? Based on visits to 
stores and restaurants, that’s 
exactly where we’re headed.

Why? Well, one big reason 
is because people refuse to 
wear masks. A trip to the 
grocery store might as well 

Wear a mask — it’s the patriotic thing to do
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The Tennessee Ar ts Com-
mission and the Wilson County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
honored veterans on Wednesday 
through the latest mural in the 
Paint WilCo initiative.

Local ar tist Brad VanHook 
designed the piece, which stands 
across from the Wilson County 
Veterans Museum and Plaza.

“Today, we’re here to honor the 
veterans,” he said. “It was a priv-
ilege and honor to be a part of it, 
I’m just the hand behind the brush. 
But there’s one particular veter-
an in my life that I want to honor 
today. This man has been in my 
life for 30 years, and I’ve had the 
privilege of calling him my second 
dad … retired Sgt. Major Thomas 
Lee Berry.”

Berry is one of more than 10,000 
veterans in the county, according 
to Wilson County Veterans Ser-
vice Office Director ZaBrina Seay. 
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WeGo Public Transit is rolling 
out an investment of more than 
$19 million in Wilson County 
through a series of large-scale 
projects that could boost the local 
economy.

Rebuilt locomotives and pas-
senger cars, a mobile-friendly 

ticket system, railway improve-
ments and an expanded parking 
lot at the Mt. Juliet Station are in 
the works, and the service host-
ed a ride-along in the first com-
pleted cars Wednesday.

“We’ve known over the years 
that cars can get a little old, a lit-
tle tired,” WeGo CEO Stephen 
Bland said. “These will easily 

have a life of 15 years or better. 
With fact that it’s all stainless 
steel construction, you see really 
no corrosion.”

Eight refurbished cars are 
entering service this month, 
and WeGo plans to finish its 
slate of improvements by the 
end of 2021. Officials are also 
planning new development 

around the stations.
“We are most excited about 

the Mt. Juliet Station upgrades 
and are greatly appreciative of 
the Regional Transit Authority 
(RTA) and WeGo’s investment 
and partnership in our great 
community,” Mt. Juliet City 
Manager Kenny Martin said in 
an email to the Democrat. “The 
beautification upgrades and 

WeGo puts county on 
track for economic growth
Rail services unveils rebuilt passenger cars 

Wilson County 
Mayor Randall 

Hutto speaks in 
front of a newly 

refurbished 
WeGo Public 

Transit passen-
ger car at the 
Mt. Juliet sta-
tion, part of a 
larger project 
that includes 

parking lot 
expansion to 

accommodate 
the more than 
220-lot devel-

opment Vintage 
Station North.

Ethan Steinquest/
Lebanon Democrat 
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Sales tax revenue across the county is 
down $307,775 based on newly released fig-
ures from May, but the Wilson County Joint 
Economic and Community Development 
Board is encouraged by continued business 
interest.

“These figures are through the 19th of the 
month,” JECDB Assistant Director Tammy 
Stokes said. “Watertown and Lebanon even 
are up, so Mt. Juliet’s the only one that’s been 
kind of down.”

Despite an overall drop in sales tax, the 
JECDB took on a dozen new projects in June. 
Many of them reflect the changing business 

landscape amid COVID-19.
“I think our activity is still pretty good 

despite everything that’s going on,” JECDB 
Executive Director G.C. Hixson said. “We 
are having clients coming in … one is a man-
ufacturer of face masks that’s coming out of 
California.”

Representatives from that project, titled 

JECDB adapts as sales tax collections drop $308K
Data centers, mask manufacturers may be among newest businesses 

The city of Watertown is host-
ing an Independence Day parade 
beginning at 3 p.m., and the event 
is expected to last 30 minutes.

Participants will line up an hour 
beforehand and proceed east from 
Round Lick Baptist Church to 
Main Street, ending at the inter-
section to Highway 70. Local 
pre-schooler MJ Harris, who is 
currently battling a brain tumor, 
will serve as grand marshal.

Mayor Mike Jennings asks 
attendees to help prevent any 
COVID-19 spread by staying 6 feet 
apart along the route and not cre-
ating a large crowd in the public 
square.

Watertown 
hosting 

Independence 
Day parade 

Paint WilCo 
thanks veterans 
through latest 

mural 
Service members gather 
for unveiling ceremony
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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