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SPORTS. NOW.
Hawks roar from behind 

in 2nd half for win. B1$1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County Sheriff Robert 
Bryan hopes to break ground 
on a $38 million jail expansion 
within a month and see the proj-

ect finished in 2022, putting a 
timetable on one of the county’s 
long-term goals.

The project was put on the 
backburner for months after 
the original bid came in closer 

to $50 million, followed by the 
emergence of COVID-19. Newly 
drafted plans for the expansion 
include the same additions (400 
new beds, expanded food ser-
vice and program space and a 

larger sally por t for prisoner 
entry) with less total square foot-
age.

Bryan said the Wilson County 
Commission’s move to approve 
bonds for the project in Decem-
ber 2020 comes at a perfect time 
for his staff. The Wilson County 
Jail’s population had dropped off 

sharply during the early stages 
of the pandemic but recently 
began rising again.

“In October and November, 
we started seeing the numbers 
in the jail as far as the popula-
tion start easing back up,” he 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County senior citizens are 
frustrated by the bumpy rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccine here, and the local and 
state health departments are providing 
few answers as to what has gone wrong.

“They’ve had a long time to get a plan,” 
said Garland W. Mahan Sr., of Mt. Juliet. 
“Heads need to roll.”

Mahan, 86, has been trying to get a 
vaccination since hearing late last week 
that those 75 and older were eligible. 
Mahan went to the Wilson County Health 
Department on Monday, but was told 
that he needed to make an appointment 
through a website. As of Wednesday, he 
still has not been able to get one for he 
and his wife because all available slots 
through February are booked.

“My frustration is probably common-
place with those that have tried to get 
an appointment,” Mahan said. “It’s orga-
nized disorganization.”

Kathy Hale also went to the health 
department on Monday. She had been 
tr ying to get an appointment for her 
elderly mother.

“The people at the health department 
on Monday did not know what to do,” she 

said. “I got no answers when I went phys-
ically to the department.”

Hale said she finally got her mother 
not an appointment, but on a list to get an 
appointment.

“I’m very disappointed in our federal 
government and our state government,” 
she said. “I feel like they’ve dropped the 
ball. They’ve had nine months to get 
ready for this.”

Despite the local experience, Tennes-
see a leader nationally in getting the 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Walkability and safety are 
high on the agenda for Leba-
non this year as the city looks 
to complete multiple large-
scale sidewalk and traf fic sig-
nal projects.

One of the first will see side-
walks built along both sides of 
West Main Street near Kroger, 
which Mayor Rick Bell said will 
allow residents to walk from 
the square to the area past the 
South Fork neighborhood.

“Construction should begin 
in early spring and it should 
be completed sometime this 
September,” Bell said during 
the Lebanon City Council ’s 
meeting Tuesday. “This is a 
$1.5 million project, it’s totally 
funded by TDOT other than 
the utility relocations that we 
as a city are in the process of 
doing. This is a project that’s 
very important for walkability 
and connectivity.”

The city is also working with 
the private sector to fund a 
traf fic signal at the intersec-
tion of Lebanon Road and Five 
Oaks Boulevard. That area has 
been identified as a safety con-
cern because of traf fic stem-
ming from its large residential 
developments.

Distribution frustrates residents
Vaccine rollout for those 75 and older bumpy

Wilson County Jail expansion targeted for 2022 completion
Sheriff: Inmate population returning to pre-COVID-19 levels

Lebanon 
envisions  
a year of 

walkability 
for 2021

City council  
moves forward on 

large-scale sidewalk, 
traffic signal projects 

NEW YEAR’S AFTERMATH

Above: Sgt. P.J. Hardy of 
the  LPD said the Tennes-
see Highway Patrol was 
called in because of the 
officer-involved crash.

Left: The fencing sur-
rounding the Gen. Robert 
Hatton statue on the 
square remains damaged 
after an allegedly impaired 
driver crashed through it 
early on New Year’s Day. 
Dayton Hickenbottom, 25, 
of Spring Hill, was arrested 
by the Tennessee Highway 
Patrol in connection with 
the incident after allegedly 
crashing into a Lebanon 
Police Department vehicle 
and attempting to flee the 
scene.

Photos by Andy Reed/ 
Lebanon Democrat 
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