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SPORTS
Lebanon girls win in opening 

round of Myrtle Beach tourney. B1$1

The Lebanon City Council 
voted Tuesday to reapprove 
rezoning of three historic dis-
trict properties — 110 S. Hat-
ton Ave., 113 S. Greenwood 
St. and 118 S. Greenwood St. 

— as office professional after a 
lawsuit prompted the body to 
revisit the items.

Shawn and Lori Hicks filed 
the suit earlier this year through 
attorney Paul McAdoo, alleging 
that Ward 3 Councilor Camille 
Burdine violated the Tennessee 

Open Meetings Act by outlining 
her position on rezoning at 110 
S. Hatton Ave. in an email to the 
council as a whole.

Under TOMA, public of fi-
cials are prohibited from using 
“chance meetings, informal 
assemblages or electronic com-
munication” to deliberate or 
decide on public business. 

“The whole key there was, 
we wanted to show that the citi-
zens are watching, the citizens 

are educated and the council 
needs to be held accountable 
to following the law,” Shawn 
Hicks said. “We hope that 
going for ward, they will be, 
and if they’re not we’ll continue 
to be here at every meeting 
and make sure that they do.”

Following the suit, the city 
reached an agreement with the 
Hicks to hold a public hearing  
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Lebanon City Council revisits 
historic zonings after lawsuit
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The Lebanon Planning Com-
mission recommended denial of 
a 69.6-acre rezoning on Leeville 
Road by a 9-1 vote at its meeting  
Tuesday after hearing feedback 
from several neighbors opposed 
to the project.

Jones Bros Contractors 
Vice President Jimmy McCull-
och owns the property, and has 
requested it be rezoned as an 
industrial/commercial location 
to allow for varying degrees of 
industrial activity.

City staf f  recommended 
approval for the request based 
on the adjacent industrial and 
commercial properties, but the 
commission deferred action to 
allow consulting firm Ragan-
Smith Associates to discuss the 
project with neighbors.

“That community meeting 
gave us the opportunity to see 
what the effects were going to 
be of this development on us 
as a community,” Callis Road 
resident John Eldridge said. 
“There’s nothing beneficial 
whatsoever that will happen 
from this development for any of 
the members of our community. 
The only person that will ben-
efit from this request will be the 
applicant.”

Eldridge said those in atten-
dance at the meeting asked 
about the possibility of the prop-
erty including a roadway, resi-
dential homes or services and 
were told the majority of the 
property would be used as an 
equipment yard instead, along 
with future plans for an asphalt 
plant.

“One ver y big concern of 
ours is the health aspect of this,” 
Callis Road resident Ashley Jack-
son said. “I have two children 
with asthma, and we have to do 
breathing treatments, we have 
to do inhalers on a regular basis 
and we’re very concerned about 
the toxicants and pollutants that 
would come of f of this …(the 
effects) may be something that 
cannot be known unless you 
have somebody that comes in 
that has had one of these behind 
their house for 20 years.”

Residents also shared concerns  
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Randall Clemons founded Wilson Bank & Trust in February 1987 and has served as CEO since that time as the bank has grown into a 
community fixture.

After 32 years on the job, Wilson Bank 
& Trust’s longest-serving employee is 
stepping down at the end of the year.

CEO Randall Clemons started the bank 
in February 1987, and his tenure has seen 
it grow from a two-bedroom house in a 
parking lot to a nine-county operation with 
more than 120,000 customers.

“I believe strongly that how you end 
your career is just as important as how you 
start it,” he said. “There’s a time in life that 
you need to go to the next chapter. We’ve 
done (things) a little differently than most 
companies or banks in that we had a long 
succession plan and tried to make sure 
nothing wasn’t done that needed to be for 
a smooth transition. John McDearman will 
be the CEO and John Foster will be the 
president of the bank … they’re already 
doing a great job of leading it and will  

continue as they take it to another level.”
That mindset was a constant in Clem-

ons’ banking career, and is reflected in 
the community-focused approach he took 
when starting the company.

“There was just a need for a local 
bank,” he said, noting that People’s Bank 
and Lebanon Bank had recently sold to 
large holding companies. “I had worked 
at People’s Bank for 13 years and was the 
senior vice president at that time.”

The community got behind the idea, 
with exactly 1,000 shareholders backing 
the bank by the time its first Lebanon loca-
tion opened in May 1987.

Wilson Bank & Trust was profitable 
within a month, which allowed for early 
expansion into other parts of the county, 
and it also holds the distinction of being the 
fastest opening of a bank in Tennessee.

“We first worked on covering Wilson 
County, and we went into some areas 

where there hadn’t been banks before, 
like Gladeville,” Clemons said. “We 
opened in Watertown, and tried to be sure 
we covered Lebanon with more of fices 
and banks than it had in the past.”

Since then, the bank has averaged 
a new location almost every year, most 
recently in Williamson County. Clemons’ 
vision for each one has remained the same 
throughout his career.

“When we expanded, we just tried to 
take the same approach we’d done here,” 
he said. “Being involved in the commu-
nity, selling stock in the community, hav-
ing local people manage the bank, having 
a local or community board involved in its 
direction and having a local presence.”

People attending events in Wilson 
County today can often spot the bank’s 
involvement, whether that means a spon-
sorship or a booth, and its signature Okto-
berfest car show has been around since its 
first year.
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Wilson Bank & Trust CEO to retire this year

Water town residents are 
flushing baby wipes down the 
toilet, and that’s clogging the 
pipes at the city wastewater 
treatment plant.

Dale Smith, president of M.S. 
Environmental Ser vices Inc., 
the company that oversees the 
wastewater treatment plant, told 
the City Council Tuesday that 
the “wipies,” as he calls them, 
create “problems with pumps 

and blockages.”
“Wipes don’t go away when 

you flush them down the toilet 
as toilet paper does,” said Smith. 
“Wipies are ragged together and 
cause problems. I have to manu-
ally take them out.”

Smith clearing clogs caused 
by the wipes means shutting 
down the system and disassem-

bling pumps. He said this is not 
just a problem in Water town, 
but all over the world. It is his 
theory that companies that man-
ufacture toilet paper and paper 
towels are in a saturated market, 
so they push the sale of wipes to 
increase revenue. He said wipes 
are relatively new in the waste-
water treatment business.

The council discussed how to 
persuade residents to not flush 
their baby wipes. Councilwom-
an Katie Smith suggested put-
ting a note on water bills. Lisa 
Baines, administrative assistant 
to Watertown Mayor Mike Jen-
nings, shook her head and said  
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Wastewater treatment plant suffering clogs

South Hatton, South Greenwood 
properties now office professional
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