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BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

At least one COVID-19 case 
has been confirmed in Wilson 
County on Wednesday, and 
Gov. Bill Lee announced fur-
ther steps to ease the econom-
ic damage being done by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Vanderbilt University Med-
ical Center confirmed in an 
email that “the first COVID-19 
positive patient has been identi-
fied at Vanderbilt Wilson Coun-
ty Hospital.”

The person was seen in the 
emergency room and is now at 
home in self-isolation, the email 
said.

Attempts to get more infor-
mation from Vanderbilt and the 
Wilson County Health Depart-
ment on Wednesday afternoon 
were unsuccessful.

Also Wednesday, local man-
ufacturer Perma-Pipe informed 
its workers that a fellow 
employee had been diagnosed 
with COVID-19. Plant manager 
Alex Piercey said the plant is 
following all federal Centers for 
Disease Control guidelines.

A letter to employees said the 
affected person is away from 
the plant and isolated. It went 
on to say:

“This news, while difficult to 
hear, is not unexpected. Please 

be assured that the health and 
safety of our employees will 
always be our highest priori-
ty and we will continue to do 
everything in our power to slow 
the spread of this cornonavirus. 
Additionally, we will continue 
the deep cleaning of all areas 
of our facility. As discussed in 
meetings earlier this week, 
we have been taking proactive 
steps to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus at the plant. We 
started taking these steps prior 
to the employee testing positive 
for COVID-19.

“ A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

Wilson County has first COVID-19 case
Cases near 100; Lee announces assistance

BY DEMOCRAT STAFF

Wilson County Schools and Leb-
anon Special School District have 
announced plans to provide meals 
to children beginning next week. 
WCS will of fer drive-through pickup 
sites three days a week, while LSSD 
will provide pickup meals five days 
a week.

WCS will be providing two-day 
meal  packages  to  chi ldren 18 
or younger between the hours of 
10:30 a.m. and noon. Children must 

Schools outline plans 
to feed students
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BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Lebanon City Council 
approved a COVID-19 response 
plan for city employees on Tues-
day, less than 24 hours before Wil-
son County’s first case of the virus 
was confirmed by Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Medical Center.

Under the plan, city employees 
have been divided into three cat-
egories: essential/frontline per-
sonnel, essential/may work from 
home and non-essential. Those 
categories will serve as a roadmap 
if city hall is closed during the pan-
demic.

“We had an extra staff meeting 
at the first of the week to talk about 
the virus,” Lebanon Mayor Bernie 

BY CHRIS MEGERIAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

The Senate on Wednesday 
passed a measure to provide 
sick leave and free coronavirus 
testing to Americans, as Pres-
ident Trump invoked wartime 
powers to boost manufacturing 
of medical equipment needed 
to fight the pandemic and the 
U.S. restricted its border with 
Canada.

The legislation — approved 
by the House on Saturday — 
passed 90-8 in the Senate and 
next goes to Trump’s desk for 
signature. Congress is already 
working on the next emergen-
cy package, expected to top  
$1 trillion, including aid to 
struggling industries and indi-
vidual checks to most taxpay-
ers.

By signing a declaration 

under the Defense Production 
Act, Trump can direct private 
industries to churn out protec-
tive masks and gowns for hos-
pital workers, as well as ventila-
tors needed to keep critically ill 
patients alive. Healthcare offi-
cials have repeatedly warned 
that stockpiles of medical 
equipment could be wiped out 
as coronavirus-related infec-
tions spiral.

“There’s never been an 
instance like this where no 
matter what you have, it’s not 
enough,” Trump said at the 
White House, where he’s been 
leading daily briefings on the 
pandemic.

With the stock market con-
tinuing to slide and layof fs 
mounting, the president is 
expected to quickly sign the 
legislation, which enacts paid 

sick leave for more American 
workers, helping people stay 
home rather than risk spread-
ing the virus. The measure, 
the second one to be passed 
by Congress in response to the 
pandemic, also boosts funding 
for food programs and unem-
ployment benefits.

In addition, Trump moved 
to harden the country’s bor-
ders, reaching an agreement to 
stop all nonessential travel with 
Canada and increasing restric-
tions on migrants entering 
from Mexico. He also ordered 
a halt to evictions from public 
housing for those affected by 
the coronavirus, and on fore-
closures for homeowners who 
have mortgages covered by 
the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration.

The cascading announce-
ments came as the Trump 
administration faces waves of 
criticism for moving too slowly 

and timidly to blunt the pan-
demic, which originated in 
China and has since spread 
around the globe. There are 
more than 6,500 confirmed 
infections and 115 deaths in 
the United States.

The centerpiece of Congress’ 
third stimulus package would 
be two rounds of $250-billion 
payments to Americans to help 
make up for lost wages and 
provide some spending money, 
according to a  T reasur y 
Department outline obtained 
by the Washington Post and 
others.

It’s unclear who would be 
eligible for payments or how 
much they would be, but some 
Republican senators have float-
ed $1,000 as a starting point.

T h e  T r e a s u r y  o u t l i n e 
inc ludes  $300  b i l l ion  in 
loans for businesses with  

Trump harnesses wartime powers
Senate OKs aid package as more is discussed

Kevin Dietsch/TNS

President Donald Trump delivers remarks on the coronavirus pandemic alongside Vice President Mike Pence and Seema Verma, adminis-
trator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid, during in the Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House in Washington, D.C., on 
Wednesday.

Lebanon braces 
for potential 
government 

shutdown

City council passes 
response plan 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Local law enforcement agen-
cies are working to fight the 
spread of coronavirus by limit-
ing public interactions.

Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center confirmed Wilson Coun-
ty’s first case on Wednesday, 
something officials have spent 
the week bracing for. Here are 
some changes residents should 
be aware of until further notice:

LEBANON  
POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Lebanon Police Depart-
ment has suspended the option 
for in-person document requests 
through its records office. Police 

Law enforcement 
agencies add new 

coronavirus policies 

Ticket payments, 
community programs and 

jail visitation impacted
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