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SPORTS.
Wilson Central opens its 2019 season 

with a 37-7 rout of visiting Springfield. B175 cents

Two participants in Lebanon 
High School’s Future Business 
Leaders of America program 
won the nationwide Broadcast 
Journalism event at the National 
Leadership Conference this year.

The 18-year-old then-seniors, 
Macy Ruggiero and Chloe Sun, 
each won $600 for a total prize of 
$1,200 at this year’s conference, 
which was held in San Antonio. 
Both graduated from Mt. Juliet 
High School but competed on 
behalf of Lebanon High, whose 
FBLA program was more devel-
oped and better suited to region-
al competition.

The FBLA saw 9,500 partici-
pants across more than 70 skills-
based, competitive events. Nei-
ther Ruggiero nor Sun initially 
had intended to do broadcast 
journalism originally yet pivoted 
to the category in an attempt to 
find a mutual interest they could 
both do together. Ruggiero origi-
nally aimed to compete in Elec-
tronic Career Portfolio wherein  

SEE FBLA/PAGE A8

Mt. Juliet 
students  

win national 
FBLA awards
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An overpopulation of feral 
cats has beset Wilson County, 
necessitating costly animal 
welfare ef forts and af fecting 
business.

The overpopulation of feral 
cats starts with people dump-

ing domesticated cats, which 
then go on to have kittens 
according to Angela Chap-
man, executive director of 
New Leash on Life, an animal 
welfare based in Lebanon. If 
the kittens of those previously 
domestic cats aren’t social-
ized, they grow up with a ner-

vous anxiety that yields feral 
behavior.

“It’s an adaptation to a situ-
ation that is contributed to by 
humans either dumping their 
cat or ignoring a cat in need,” 
Chapman said.

Chapman’s NLOL is inti-
mately involved with staving off 
this problem, but it’s increas-
ingly costly to do so because of 
the exponential growth of the 
cat population in the county. 
Kittens become biologically 
capable of reproducing at an 
age as early as four months old, 

and just one can bear as many 
as 12 kittens annually. In four 
months, those of fspring are 
also getting pregnant.

“All cats go into heat at the 
same time, meaning countless 
cats have kittens at the same 
time,” Chapman said. “With lit-
ters ranging from one kitten to 
eight kittens, you can imagine 
the vast numbers of unwanted 
litters that are born. And that 
this could be prevented with 
spay/neuter.”
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Feral cats overpopulate 
county, impinge on properties
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Several efforts underway 
to address the problem

Ruggiero and  
Sun competed for 

Lebanon High School
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Jose Gallegos and Manuel Briones, two fair employees, take down walls inside the AgVenture Barn. The Wilson County Fair wrapped up on 
Saturday.

For only the second time 
since the Af fordable Care Act 
was adopted nearly a decade 
ago, individual insurance rates 
will decrease for many Tennes-
seans next year if federal regula-
tors approve the final rates pro-
posed for next year.

State regulators announced 
Monday they have approved rate 
cuts for individual insurance plans 
for 2020 by Cigna of 5.6%, by Oscar 
Health of 8.3% and by Celtic/
Ambetter Insurance of 1.6%.

Tennessee’s biggest health 
insurer, the Chattanooga-based 
BlueCross BlueShield of Tennes-
see, will raise its premiums for 
individual plans under Obamacare 
by only 1.4% next year following 
this year’s rate cuts of 14.8%.

BlueCross also plans to re-
enter the Obamacare market-
place in and around Nashville 
and Memphis next year after 
seeing greater stability under  
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State  
approves rate 
cuts for most 
Affordable 

Care Act plans
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Individual 
insurance rates 

will drop for many

This year’s Wilson County 
Fair recorded the second high-
est attendance in the event’s 
histor y,  according to Ran-
dall Clemons, president of the 
nonprofit fair operator Wilson 
County Promotions.

Clemons said in an email that 
578,131 people attended the 
nine-day event, and increase of 
3,084 over 2018. He also said 
participation, meaning entries 
in the myriad fair events, was an 
“all time record.”

With the crowds gone Mon-
day, crews were busy cleaning 
up and breaking down in the 
fair’s aftermath.

“You should’ve seen it yester-
day when we first started clean-
ing up,” Gar y Alan Heflin, a 
fairground employee said. “Now 
we’re doing small things like 
taking out the trash.”

Other employees were tak-
ing down walls,  tents,  and 
str uctures,  folding chairs , 
br eak ing  down r ides  and 
deconstructing wood that once 
housed ducks, rabbits, and 
other animals.

“Ther e  wer e  ducks  l iv -
ing here last week,” said Alan 
Psota, who was taking apar t 
wooden walls in the rabbit and 
poultry building, “but now it’s 
coming apar t to be put away 
until next year.”

Wilson County Fair attracts  
second-largest crowd in event history

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Tommy Tomlinson and Gary Alan Heflin empty trash cans 
around the fairgrounds.

Attendance of 578,131 up 3,084 over 2018
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