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SPORTS
Watertown, Bledsoe  

slug it out in Round 2 B175 cents

The Lebanon City Council is slated to 
vote Tuesday on the first reading of an 
ordinance that would crack down on driv-

ers from cutting through private property 
to avoid traffic lights.

Lebanon Police Chief Mike Justice said 
the department is often called about such 
incidents, especially near Lebanon High 
School.

“When the high school lets out, a lot 
of times people will come from the Hart-
mann Drive area, just for example, and 
they’ll cut through Dickey’s Barbecue,” he 
said. “They’re going behind the building, 

pretty fast usually, and they’ll come out 
over behind and turn right to try and miss 
the red light. It happens a lot of places, 
but mostly convenience stores and places 
like that.”

If the council moves to prohibit those 
instances, it would bring the Lebanon 
Municipal Code in line with other cities 
like Franklin on the issue.

SEE AGENDA/PAGE A5

New driving and pets shelter 
regulations on council agenda

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Cutting through 
businesses to avoid traffic 

lights a problem, chief says

Those planning to attend 
Lebanon’s Bicentennial Celebra-
tion may want to come prepared 
with pop culture knowledge.

Nerdy Talk Trivia, a Tennes-
see-based trivia company, will 
be visiting the Wilson County 
Expo Center from 7:30-9 p.m. on 
Nov. 23 with cash prizes in tow 
for the winning teams.

“Teams can have up to eight 
people, and sign-ups are at the 
venue,” Historic Lebanon Exec-
utive Director Kim Parks said. 
“There’s no fee to sign up and 
play, and they’ll have both their 
regular categories and bonus 
rounds with local trivia.”

SEE LEBANON/PAGE A3

Lebanon 
gearing up 
for Nov. 23 
celebration

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The subcontractor on the 
Belinda Parkway sidewalk proj-
ect, accused by Mt. Juliet Com-
missioner Jennifer Milele of 
neglecting to build driveway 
aprons to Tennessee Depart-
ment of Transportation code, 
says she mischaracterized the 
dispute.

Mt. Juliet contracted Sessions 
Paving to develop the Belinda 
Parkway pedestrian connector, 
and Sessions subcontracted 
L&G Construction for part of the 
project. On Oct. 31, Milele sent 
out an email to 34 residents and 
businesses in the southeastern 
part of Mt. Juliet apologizing on 
behalf of the city for the incon-
venience of incomplete work on 
Belinda driveways having to be 
torn up and redone, that L&G 
was refusing to handle it, and 
that the city was withholding 
payment as a result.

SEE ISSUE/PAGE A4

Contractor 
places fault on  
Mt. Juliet for 

sidewalk issue
BY CEDRIC DENT JR.

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Bicentennial to promote 
city history through  
trivia, theater, more

Three Forks Park in Water-
town has provided children with 
a space to get active for more 
than 30 years, and is starting to 
show its age.

This year’s Leadership Wil-
son class looks to address that, 
with one of its group projects 
dedicated to raising enough 
money to renovate the play-
ground by February 2020.

“Water town’s playground 
has a lot of equipment that’s not 
safe anymore, like one of those 
metal slides that rise up high 
where children can fall or burn 
themselves,” Leadership Wilson 
member Kaileigh Dunn said. 
“Tim Diffenderfer with the Wil-
son County Health Department 
started the initial work on this 
last year, and this year’s work 
has been focused on fundrais-
ing.”

The city has a design in place 
for a larger, ADA-compliant 
playground and has received a 
$20,000 grant from the Tennes-
see Department of Health for 
the project.

“They have all the equipment 
and ever ything figured out, 
and will need $105,000 in total 
to replace it,” Dunn said. “The 
grant won’t be valid unless the 
money is raised by February, 
so we’re on a time crunch — we 

have $40,792 left to raise.”
Several local businesses 

have contributed to the fund so 
far, and others are putting out 
coin collectors to encourage 
visitors to donate. The project 
also has GoFundMe and Face-
book pages, and those involved 
continue to seek donations or 
grants.

“We’re coming up on year-
end giving and things like that, 
and we haven’t tapped into the 
local churches,” Diffenderfer 
said. “We have about 19 church-
es in Watertown proper, and if 
each of them would give $500 to 
$1,000 we’d be close to getting 
home here.”

The goal is for an updated 
park to open by May 2020 so 
that local sports leagues can use 
it. Approximately 400 children 
are involved in those programs 

per year, and the park is also a 
draw for people in DeKalb and 
Smith Counties.

SEE WILSON/PAGE A4

Leadership Wilson raising  
money for Watertown playground

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Project aims to 
address health 
concerns like 

obesity

Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Leadership Wilson members Nancy Britt, from left, Jessica Dodds-Davis and Kaileigh Dunn discuss 
health and safety concerns while examining the equipment at Three Forks Park in Watertown, which 
they are raising money to replace as part of a group project.

WANT TO HELP?
Where can contributions to the  

Watertown Playground Project be made?

Leadership Wilson has partnered with local businesses to organize 

several ways the community can donate toward renovating Three 

Forks Park, including the following:

• GoFundMe page at https://www.gofundme.com/f/ 

three-forks-park-playground-project

• Donations at any branch of Wilson Bank & Trust

• Coin collectors set up at local business offices
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