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It’s a cross-county rivalry as Wilson 

Central and Mt. Juliet clash B175 cents

Wilson County hosted Middle Tennes-
see’s biggest effort yet to combat home-
lessness amid infrastructural deficits for 
sheltering and rehabilitating, though 
much remains to be done.

Organized at The Mill in Lebanon by 
the Mid-Cumberland Community Action 
Agency, the Bridges to Tomorrow, Hope 
for Today Conference held recently in 
Lebanon brought together myriad experts 

on dealing with the local epidemic of 
homelessness. The two-day conference 
began with keynote speaker Joe Savage Jr. 
of the U.S. Interagency Council on Home-
lessness.

The conference also brought out Leba-
non Mayor Bernie Ash, Trousdale County 
Mayor Stephen Chambers and Wilson 
County Mayor Randall Hutto. The latter 
established a countywide homelessness 
coalition back in 2017, now composed of 
some 50 organizations that provide ser-

vices to homeless citizens.
The conference included a poverty 

simulation run by Shelly Barnes with the 
University of Tennessee extension office 
in Wilson County. As MCCAA community 
liaison Ronda Martin described it, “You 
came in, you chose your fate, you got a 
name badge, and then you went through 
this exercise, and it’s designed to show 
you what people in extreme poverty had 
to go through just to get help.”

One of the participants on a discus-

sion panel broke into tears because she 
had been through the experience person-
ally. She said everyone should experience 
it to know what it’s like to be homeless 
and even more so how overwhelmingly 
dif ficult the challenge of rehabilitating 
one’s own life is with so little help from 
the state.

The conference is viewed by attendants 
and MCCAA staff as having been a major 
success. It was organized to facilitate a 
turnout of about 100 people yet doubled 
its expectations as news of the apparent 
rise of homelessness continues to spread.
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The problem of homelessness
BY CEDRIC DENT JR.

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Conference boosts awareness as situation persists

Wilson County residents will 
have the opportunity next week 
to get rid of their household haz-
ardous waste — cleaning fluids, 
pesticides, batteries and more — 
for free.

“The state hosts this once a 
year for each county to get rid of 
unwanted chemicals,” said Heath-
er Christian of Wilson County 
Solid Waste said. “It’s important 
to keep these things out of the 
landfills and keep the environ-
ment clean for future genera-
tions.”

The list of waste that will be 
accepted is long and includes 
drain openers, oven cleaners, 
pool chemicals, nail polish remov-
er, paint thinner, spray cans, her-
bicides, prescription drugs and 
flourescent light bulbs.

What is not included is that 
leftover latex.

“Paint won’t be accepted, but 
we can take paint anytime over at 
the landfill,” Christian said.

Other items not accepted 
include ammunition, explosives, 
alkaline batteries, electronics and 
any empty containers that should 
be disposed of in normal trash.

The drop-off location is the 
James E. Ward Agricultural Cen-
ter, 945 E. Baddour Parkway, in 
Lebanon. Waste will be accepted 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. and the local 
contact is Cindy Lynch at 615-444-
8360.

The program is sponsored by 
the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation.

“We encourage all Tennes-
seans with eligible materials to 
participate in this no-cost pro-
gram,” said TDEC Commissioner  
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Residents  
can get rid of 

household 
hazardous 

waste Sept. 28
STAFF REPORT

With hot and dry weather leading into 
the fall fire season, Tennessee’s state for-
ester is requiring a burn permit for all 
open-air outdoor fires beginning Sept. 23.

Typically, burn permits are required 
statewide Oct. 15-May 15, according to a 
news release from the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Agriculture Division of Forestry. 
While the state has not seen an increase 
in the number of wildfires, and indices 
right now don’t suggest a high fire dan-
ger, the division is putting burn permits 
in place early as a precaution. If current 
weather conditions continue as leaf fall 
begins, fire danger may escalate.

“This precautionary measure will be 

beneficial as we continue to monitor fire 
risk,” State Forester David Arnold said 
in the release. “The burn permit system 
focuses attention on safety, and it’s impor-
tant for citizens to know when, where, and 
how to safely burn debris. Caution and 
conservative judgment should always be 
used when working with fire.”

Obtaining a burn permit is free, fast, 
and simple. If the permitee is burning 
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State burn permits will be required early

STAFF REPORT

Forester sets Monday as 
date, urges fire safety  
in light of conditions

“Don’t be afraid to be a pio-
neer.”

That’s the message Ten-
nessee Supreme Court Justice 
Connie Clark gave the Wilson 
County Women of Impact on 
Thursday.

In making that declaration, 
Clark told the women, “What-
ever that means in your field, be 
willing to be the first.”

Clark cited a recent study 
by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, which found that no 
matter what city, state or coun-
try, life is more difficult for girls.

“In the U.S. women spend 
around 28 hours per week doing 
unpaid labor, such as cooking, 
cleaning and raising children,” 
Clark said. “While on the other 
hand, men do about 17 hours 
per week. Sometimes this is by 
choice and in America we def-
initely see more men helping 
with dishes and offering to car-

pool the kids to school.”
Clark also discussed how 

maternity leave, childcare, 
divorce and the rise in mobil-

ity across America tend to affect 
women disproportionately.

“If both parents work and 
the man has a great job offer 

in some other state, the woman 
will often be the one who gives 
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Tennessee Supreme Court Justice Clark 
encourages local women to be pioneers

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Yvonne Wood, left, and Rita Mitchell flank Tennessee Supreme Court Justice Connie Clark as Clark 
speaks during a meeting Thursday of Wilson County Women of Impact at the Winstead Paine Bone 
House on the campus of Cumberland University.

State’s second 
female chief justice 
speaks in Lebanon

Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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