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BY MATTHEW BARAKAT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FALLS CHURCH, Va.  — 
Whether President Donald 
Trump has the constitution-
al authority to extend federal 
unemployment benefits by exec-
utive order remains unclear. 
Equally up in the air is whether 

states, which are necessary part-
ners in Trump’s plan to bypass 
Congress, will sign on.

Trump announced an execu-
tive order Saturday that extends 
additional unemployment pay-
ments of $400 a week to help 
cushion the economic fallout 
of the pandemic. Congress had 

approved payments of $600 a 
week at the outset of the corona-
virus outbreak, but those bene-
fits expired Aug. 1 and Congress 
has been unable to agree on an 
extension. Many Republicans 
have expressed concern that a 
$600 weekly benefit, on top of 
existing state benefits, gives peo-

ple an incentive to stay unem-
ployed.

But under Trump’s plan, the 
$400 a week requires a state to 
commit to providing $100.

Many states are already fac-
ing budget crunches caused by 
the pandemic. Asked at a news 
conference how many governors 
had signed on to par ticipate, 
Trump answered: “If they don’t, 
they don’t. That’s up to them.”

Trump expressed a different 
view on Sunday night, follow-
ing a day of state officials ques-
tioning how they could af ford 
even $100 per person in addi-
tional weekly payments. He 
told reporters as he returned 
to Washington that states could 
make application to have the fed-
eral government provide all or 

States on hook for billions under Trump plan
Authority to extend jobless benefits unclear

BY STEVE PEOPLES                                              
AND ALEXANDRA JAFFE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — For all the secrecy and 
speculation that typically surrounds the 
search for a vice presidential candidate, 
the decision rarely sways an election. But 
ahead of Joe Biden’s imminent announce-
ment, this year could be different.

At a minimum, the decision will shift 
the force of the campaign — at least tem-
porarily — away from Donald Trump’s 
turbulent presidency onto Biden himself. 
That’s not a place many Democrats are 
comfortable given Biden’s proclivity for 
gaffes and the persistent lack of excite-
ment behind his candidacy.

More fundamentally, the choice offers 
Biden an unusual opportunity to unify 
a party still reeling from Trump’s 2016 
win and solidify its future. He’s already 
committed to selecting a woman and is 

Choice of running mate matters 
more than usual this election year

Biden’s decision 
expected very soon

BY DEMOCRAT STAFF

Students are officially back in 
the classroom after the Lebanon 
Special School District’s opening 
on Monday.

The district is currently using 
a hybrid model for students, with 
the goal of returning to its tradi-
tional schedule after Labor Day. 
That means smaller classroom 
sizes as students rotate between 

school and home.
Employees are also taking 

temperature checks at the door 
and limiting visitor access, while 
many students are enrolled in the 
remote Virtual Academy.

Wilson County Schools and 
Cumberland University are both 
scheduled to start the school year 
on Aug. 17 and will also be using 
hybrid models to reduce class size.

Back to school: LSSD phases in students 

District moving forward with 
hybrid model amid COVID-19

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Kindergartner Ryan McKee has her temperature checked on her first 
day of school at Byars Dowdy Elementary School.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Byars Dowdy Elementary School’s first day sees kindergartners like Tony Applebee being phased into the 
classroom before the other students return.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Most of the damages and debris may 
be gone, but families in Mt. Juliet are 
still struggling to recover in the after-
math of the March 3 tornado.

MJ 4 Hope has been on the front lines 
of the relief effort and plans to use the 
$24,000 raised through its 6th Annu-

al Golf Scramble on Saturday to help 
those hit by the storm. More than 50 
teams participated, marking the first 
time that organizers had to split the 
event into two games.

“Mt. Juliet has never dealt with some-
thing this big since I’ve grown up here, 
and the community has really stepped 
up,” MJ 4 Hope Executive Director Amy 
Breedlove said. “Not only that, we’ve 
received donations from all over the 

MJ 4 Hope raises $24K 
for tornado relief efforts
6th Annual Golf Scramble 

sees largest turnout yet 
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