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BY ALEX WAYNE AND LAURA KING
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

An internal projection creat-
ed by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention shows 
the U.S. coronavirus outbreak 
vastly accelerating by June to 
more than 200,000 new cases 
and 2,500 deaths per day — far 
more than the country is cur-
rently experiencing.

The White House disclaimed 

the projection, calling it an 
“internal CDC document” but 
saying it had not been pre-
sented to President Donald 
Trump’s coronavirus task force 
and didn’t compor t with the 
task force’s own analysis and 
projections.

Meanwhile, Trump on Sun-
day sharply revised upward his 
projected toll of U.S. coronavi-
rus deaths, saying that fatalities 

could reach 100,000, even as 
he defied warnings from lead-
ing public health experts and 
renewed his calls for a quick 
reopening of businesses across 
the country.

Speaking at a Fox News event 
staged at the Lincoln Memori-
al, Trump acknowledged being 
warned in late Januar y about 
the threat posed by the virus, 
but faulted officials who he said 

delivered their assessment “mat-
ter-of-factly — it was not a big 
deal.”

Earlier Sunday, health experts 
from inside and outside the gov-
ernment warned the outbreak 
may flare up more fiercely in 
coming months, even as many 
U.S. states are moving to ease 
stay-at-home restrictions.

BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

At least four of Tennessee’s 
31 district attorney generals say 
they won’t prosecute anyone 
charged with criminally violating 
Gov. Bill Lee’s coronavirus-relat-
ed executive orders impacting 
businesses.

The elected prosecutors cite 
several reasons for their deci-
sions. They range from under-
lying questions about the con-
stitutionality of Lee’s orders 
to vagueness in language and 
sometimes disparate treatment 
of impacted businesses based on 
geography and type of activity.

All four of the district attor-
neys are Republicans who rep-
resent multi-county districts in 
Southeast and Middle Tennes-
see.

Among them are 10th District 
Attorney General Stephen Crump 
of Cleveland, who announced 
last Wednesday his office won’t 
enforce criminal sanctions or pen-
alties against anyone violating one 
of fellow Republican Lee’s execu-
tive orders.

“While I have great respect for 
Governor Lee, I cannot in good 
conscience, and with fidelity to 
my oath, allow what I believe 
to be unconstitutional criminal 
proceedings to take place,” said 
Crump, whose district includes 
Bradley, McMinn, Monroe and 
Polk counties, in a statement. 
“There cannot be two standards 
of criminal justice in this state. It 
is not constitutional, nor is it just.”

Asked by the Times Free 
Press about the prosecutors’ 
decisions during his conference 
call with reporters on Friday, 
Lee, a Republican, pushed back.

Four DAs 
question 
Gov. Lee’s 
restraints 

on business
Some say executive  

orders unconstitutional
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST

ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Forty-four Wilson County non-
profits are participating in this 
year’s The Big Payback event, a 
24-hour fundraising drive begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Wednesday.

The event has on a special 
significance for local organiza-
tions this year after the March 
3 tor nado and COVID-19 
forced many of them to tempo-
rarily shut down.

“We’ve been blessed not to 
have any known cases, but 
we’ve had a lot of indirect eco-
nomic impact,” Cumberland 
University President Paul 
Stumb said. “All of our summer 
activities have been cancelled 
… and we’ve had to make 
the adjustments every other 
school has made in moving 
classes online.”

Since then, the university 
has invested in tech upgrades 
and training for faculty, and 
distributed funding from the 
U.S. Department of Education 
directly to its students — but 
Stumb said the school’s inter-
national students were not eli-
gible to receive it.

“ A n y  m o n e y  w e  r a i s e 
through The Big payback at 

this juncture will go directly 
toward those students,” he 
said. “We have students attend-

ing from 41 countries, and we 
still have about 250 on cam-
pus, many of whom are inter-

national. That means we have 
to cover meals and housing 
expenses for those students.”

While CU has felt COVID-
19’s impact on the community, 
Fiddlers Grove Historic Village 
was directly af fected by the 
March 3 tornado and Sunday 
night’s storm.

Coordinator Gwen Scott said 
the full extent of the damage is 
still being surveyed as of Mon-
day morning, complicating the 
nonprofit’s needs heading into 
the event.

The Big Payback offering nonprofits 
relief from coronavirus, tornadoes 
24-hour giving 

event begins 
Wednesday

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Workers help to build back Fiddlers Grove Historic Village on Monday after it was hit by the March 3 tor-
nado and May 3 storm in succession.

WANT TO HELP?

The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee is raising money 

for area nonprofits through The Big Payback from 6 p.m. Wednesday 

until 6 p.m. Thursday.

Gifts from the public are boosted with funds from event sponsors, 

and participants can receive financial incentives and other prizes 

based on public support.

To view or donate to the Wilson County nonprofits involved with 

the event, visit https://www.thebigpayback.org/nonprofits and 

search by county.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

When Holly Cooper first 
drove the Fried Green Toma-
toes food truck to the Wilson 
County Fair eight years ago, her 

recipes proved a hit with attend-
ees — but she never expected 
the investors on ABC’s “Shark 
Tank” to share that enthusiasm.

Cooper is a long-time fan 
of the series, and she was 
able live out her dream when 
appearing on a new episode 
Friday to pitch her business.

Local business nets $200K investment on ‘Shark Tank’
Fried Green Tomatoes’ 

Cooper reflects on 
filming for favorite series 

Longtime Wilson 
County resident 
Holly Cooper  
pitches her  
business, Fried 
Green Tomatoes,  
to investors on a 
recent episode of 
ABC’s “Shark Tank.”

Photo by ABC/ 
Eric McCandless

Projection shows surge in virus cases
White House disputes figure; Trump ups his death estimate

LOCAL NUMBERS
The latest numbers of COVID-

19 cases released Monday by the 

Tennessee Department of Health 

show the number of cases in 

Wilson County rising to 276, up 

from 273 Sunday. There have 

been five deaths in the county. 

Statewide, there are 13,502 

cases, up from 13,177 Sunday. 

Death rose from 210 to 219.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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