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The Lebanon Special School 
District’s plans to return from 
holiday break were disrupted 
due to the overwhelming num-
ber of positive COVID-19 cases 

identified on Tuesday.
According to an LSSD 

spokesperson, the district 
“reached a level (that) 
makes (it) unable to staff 
classrooms and build-
ings.”

Based on information 
gathered throughout 
(Tuesday), the number 
of absences for teachers 
and staff projected to increase to 
an “insurmountable number” for 
Wednesday.

The district was able 
to cover for a “higher 
than normal” number 
of teachers and staf f 
that were out on Tues-
day. However, COVID-
19 tests administered 
through the employee 
clinic revealed a positivi-
ty rate of 70%.

The school district 
plans to use three stockpile/
inclement weather days to fin-
ish out the week. Schools will be 

closed until Monday with no stu-
dent engagement from home. All 
school-based events, including 
athletics, will also be closed for 
the remainder of the week.

A press release from the 
school district expressed opti-
mism about a quick return fol-
lowing the closures.

The release reads, “During 
our similar Delta peak back in 
August, the increased number of 
cases came and went very quick-
ly. (That) allowed us to success-

fully return to school with no 
further disruption. We are hope-
ful that this cycle, which started 
over the break, will be very brief 
as well.”

Given current state guidelines, 
districts are limited in choices 
relating to school closures and/
or remote learning. The release 
said that at this time, utilizing 
the stockpile days is the “best 
available option.”

Lebanon schools close for week
High positivity rate 

among Tuesday tests 
prompted decision 
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After taking a look back into 
the first four months of the year 
in our Tuesday edition, we — 
the editorial staf f of the Leba-
non Democrat — continue our 
glance back at some of the top 
happenings in Wilson County in 
2021 by focusing on what took 
place from May through August.

MAY
Plans for Mt.  

Juliet Park unveiled
The Mt. Juliet Parks and 

Recreation Department revealed 
preliminary plans for a new 
Hamilton-Denson Park.

These included eight soccer 
fields, four multi-use fields, a 
connecting sidewalk to the town 
center greenway and from the 
Victory Baptist Church parking 
lot, a playground, a 95-car 
parking lot and restrooms. The 
eight-acre park is located at Tate 
Lane and West Division Street.

Mt. Juliet Parks Director 
Rocky Lee said that the park will 
not be a soccer complex or game 
facility, but it will be used for 
practices.

The project is expected to cost 
$650,000.

Christensen steps  
down as MJCA coach

In early May, Mt. Juliet 
Christian Academy athletic 
director Paul Christensen 
resigned as the boys basketball 
coach.

Christiansen stepped down 
after 23 seasons on the bench to 
focus on his athletic director and 
family duties.

“The job of athletic director 
has gotten so big that I don’t 
feel that I could give the time 
our boys deserve to take it to 
the next level,” Christensen said 
yesterday. “There’s a big family 
element also.

“To be a good athletic director 
and a good basketball coach, 
something’s got to give. It’s so 
time-consuming.”

Leon Love was hired to 
succeed Christiansen as the 
boys basketball coach.

State/county fair merger
The Wilson County Fair and 

Tennessee State Fair officially 
merged into a single entity 

following passage from the state 
legislature in early May.

“We are honored that the state 
of Tennessee has chosen us to 
be the new home of Tennessee’s 
State Fair,” said Wilson County 
Promotions Board President 
Randall Clemons in a news 
release from the board. “Wilson 
County Fair was chosen due 
to the location, facilities, being 
an award-winning fair and our 
great volunteers. Our fair’s 
roots and existence remain 
as an agriculture fair, and we 
continue to strive to be a great 
place for families to have fun and 
make memories that will last a 
lifetime.’ ”

With the relocation, Wilson 
County expects to be able to 
make capital improvements 
to the facilities that it might 
not have been able to afford 
otherwise.

Porter signs with 
UT-Chattanooga

Lebanon High School girls 
basketball standout Addie 
Grace Porter signed with the 
University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga.

Porter’s last-second jump shot 
propelled the Devilettes to a 
one-point victory over Bradley 
Central in the quarterfinal 
round of the Class AAA state 
tournament.

In March, she led Lebanon to 
a 53-37 win over Hardin County 
in the semifinal contest with 
a double-double, producing a 
game-high 18 points and 12 
rebounds.

In the championship game, 
Lebanon fell to Blackman in the 

Devilettes’ fifth appearance in 
the final in school history and 
first since 1982. Porter led all 
scorers with 19 points and was 
named to the all-tournament 
team for a second straight year.

The four-year starter for 
coach Cory Barrett helped her 
team to a 61-10 record over her 
final two seasons and second 
consecutive state tournament 
appearance. She earned 
back-to-back all-state honors 
from the Tennessee Sports 
Writers Association and the 
Tennessee Report.

Porter helped Lebanon to 
back-to-back District 9-AAA 
titles and Region 5-AAA 
championships in each of the 
last three seasons.

Development’s change  
draws city’s ire

A neighborhood under 

development’s sudden change 
in business model prompted 
outrage from the Lebanon City 
Council over the manner in 
which the change occurred.

The Leeville Pike parcel 
was rezoned for increased 
residential development in 2016 
to permit the construction of 
what the builder said would be 
a community of single-family, 
owner-occupied houses. 
Crowell said that red flags 
started to appear as it remained 
undeveloped for years.

The property would change 
hands in 2021. The previous 
developer said that after a year 
of the unexpected, a windfall of 
revenue from American Homes 
4 Rent, seemed like a life 
preserver.

Mayor Rick Bell said he 
wasn’t happy about the news 

but acknowledged that he felt 
like the city’s hands were tied. 
After all, the properties will 
still be single family, as they 
were zoned. They just won’t be 
owner-occupied.

First class of Green Hill 

graduates, graduates  

endure COVID-19

Members of Green Hill High 
School’s first graduating class 
celebrated its milestone in May. 
The new school graduated 91 
seniors who simultaneously 
navigated the halls of high 
school and the COVID-19 
pandemic.

For students across the 
county who were the first class 
to endure a full year of pan-
demic-related disruptions, the 
graduation ceremonies came as 
a relief as much as a return to 
something normal.

Watertown baseball  

makes first state appearance

The Watertown High School 
baseball program reached the 
Class AA State Tournament for 
the first time with a 5-0, sectional 
victory over visiting Hixson in 
late May.
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Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

The Wilson County Fair and Tennessee State Fair officially merged into a single entity following passage from 
the state legislature in early May.

Andy Reed/Lebanon Democrat

Mt. Juliet Christian Academy boys 
basketball coach Paul Christensen 
resigned in May after 23 seasons 
at the helm of the program. Chris-
tensen remained with the school 
as the athletic director.

Andy Reed/Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon High point guard Addie Grace Porter signed with UT-Chatta-
nooga in May. Seated with her are (from left) sister Katie, parents Nina 
and William and sister Paige Porter. Standing are Devilette assistant 
coaches Icelyn McCarver and Kassi Hiett and head coach Cory Barrett.
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