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The Wilson County Schools 
Board of Education is preparing 
to send the county commission 
a budget that will require more 
money — money the commis-
sion has said it is not prepared 
to raise.

After six hours of presenta-
tions and discussion over two 
work sessions, the board infor-

mally decided Tuesday that it 
could not stomach the cuts a 
“status quo” budget, as mandat-
ed by the county commission, 
required. Those cuts included 
41 teaching positions, 95 educa-
tional assistant jobs, the adult 
high school and GED program, 
new textbooks, and stipends for 
coaches and mentors.

Board Chairman Larry Tom-
linson pointed out that the dis-

trict has in recent years accepted 
the need for status quo budgets, 
despite the fact that growth in 
the district has required new 
schools and classrooms.

“We have been team players, 
and you see where this has got 
us,” he said. “Now it appears to 
me that all the success that the 
school system has enjoyed the 
last few years has been taken for 
granted by some people.”

Director of Schools Donna 
Wright has pointed out repeat-
edly during the work sessions 
that Wilson County Schools is 
ranked in the top 5% of districts 
in the state academically, but 
in the bottom 5% in per pupil 
spending. Tomlinson added that 
the district’s high schools have 
recently had success athletically, 
as well.

“It’s time we advocate for our-

selves. We can’t sit back and not 
say we don’t agree with these 
cuts,” he said. “We’re not going 
to let this happen.”

Other board members agreed.
“If we do what we’re doing, 

schools are not going to be like 
they were,” said Bill Robinson. “I 
think people want quality educa-
tion. I will not vote for this.”

He also said that the future of 
athletics would be endangered if 
stipends are cut.

School board to county: We need more money
Members reject budget that cuts teachers, stipends, programs

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Lebanon Special School 
District is confident it can keep all 
teachers on board for the 2020-21 
school year despite flagging sales 
tax revenue amid COVID-19.

Director of Schools Scott Ben-
son is asking all departments 

to send status quo budgets and 
identify two to three areas where 
expenses can be cut, and he said 
the school system also has a 
healthy fund balance from budget-
ing over the years.

“There’s a lot of cuts out there 
we can do before we get to the 
teachers and aides and stuff like 

that,” LSSD board Chairman 
Steve Jones said. “I want all of 
our teachers to know that they’re 
going to have a job … we’re in the 
business for the kids, we’re not in 
it for anything else.”

Benson said the district is also 
set to receive more than $540,000 
through the federal Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act, along with a projected 
increase in Basic Education Pro-
gram (BEP) funding.

“That is based on our students, 
our enrollment, our attendance,” 
he said during the board’s meet-
ing Monday. “Our April estimate 
is up almost $700,000 from this 
last year … if you look at the 
CARES Act and our BEP estimate, 
that’s already well over a million 

dollars that we didn’t have this 
past year.”

BEP funding is figured into 
school budgets every year, but 
the CARES Act represents a new 
funding source that LSSD plans to 
invest into technology for students 
and teachers. That decision is 
meant to address the possibility of 
schools remaining closed this fall.

LSSD plans to keep all teachers on payroll for 2020-21 school year
Sales tax hit could mean budget cuts across district

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County’s homeless 
and low-income populations 
continue struggling with the 
impact of COVID-19, but area 
nonprofits,  churches and 
schools are coming together to 
help.

Compassionate Hands has 
been accepting donations from 
several of those groups, and 
is providing weekly meals for 
homeless people from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. on Fridays at the 
Spain House.

“We’re finding more people 
are coming now, and the main 
thing is that some of them had 
jobs and could afford a motel 
room but now they can’t,” 
Ministry Development Direc-
tor Shelia Weathers said. “The 
other thing we’ve been finding 
is that a lot of our friends live 
out around 231 where they 
could go into Burger King and 
sit for about an hour, or buy a 
biscuit when they could afford 
it. But a lot of dining areas still 
haven’t opened and they aren’t 
being allowed to come up to the 
drive-through on foot.”

Weathers said the meal distri-
butions can feed about 25 peo-
ple per week, and volunteers 
bring leftover food to those in 
need. The organization is also 
offering clothing, tents, tarps 
and more to go with the meals.

“I think there’s been more 
need for tents and sleeping 
bags, just the things they need 
to live outdoors, because they 
can’t afford a motel room,” she 
said. “We’ve given out a lot of 
shoes too, because when shoes 
get wet they get really wet. 
Bicycles are another one, and 
we’ve given out four or five.”

Another issue Weathers iden-
tified was the public library 
closures, which have prevent-
ed people from going online to 
access resources or check on 
stimulus funds.

BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

NASHVILLE — Gov. Bill Lee 
says that while Tennessee is mak-
ing progress on the coronavirus 
health front, the economic out-
look here remains “disastrous” 
and he wants more flexibility 
from Washington on how the 
state can use some of the billions 
of dollars in federal relief it’s get-
ting.

The governor’s of fice says 
economic assistance provid-
ed through Congress’ Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act to the state as well 
as local governments, hospitals, 
other impacted areas as well as 
unemployed Tennesseans is now 
estimated at just shy of $5 billion. 
The state directly has control of 
about $2.6 billion and there are 
guardrails on how the money is 
spent.

The Republican governor told 
members of his Financial Stimu-
lus Accountability Group that he 
plans to hold back on spending 
some of the state’s direct share of 
the economic relief money until 
he can get federal guidance on 
whether he can spend it in some 
areas such as “backfilling” state 
revenue shortfalls.

Tennessee tax revenues are 
under siege as spending by con-
sumers and businesses falls off a 
financial cliff.

One of Lee’s stated concerns is 
the state’s $1.2 billion unemploy-
ment insurance trust fund, which 
over the past eight weeks has 

Gov. Lee 
seeks more 
flexibility in 

spending 
federal aid
Governor calls 

economic outlook 
‘disastrous’

SEE LEE/PAGE A6

Virus compounds everyday 
struggles for low-income groups
Area nonprofits 
say food, shelter, 
utilities are key 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Shelia Weathers, ministry development director for Compassionate Hands, stores a selection of donat-
ed items from Cross Point Church of Mt. Juliet as part of a coordinated relief effort for COVID-19.

Volunteers 
collect and 
store items 
for Wilson 
County 
Schools’ food 
distribution 
efforts, which 
began after 
the March 3 
tornado and 
have contin-
ued into May 
through the 
Family 
Resource 
Center’s food 
assistance 
services. 
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LATEST NUMBERS
The Tennessee Department 

of Health reported Wednesday 
309 COVID-19 cases in 
Wilson County, up from 306 
Tuesday. County deaths total 
eight, which is unchanged. 
Statewide, the total is 16,370, 
up from 16,111 Tuesday. 
Deaths total 273, up from 265.
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