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The Wilson County Commis-
sion may not extend a three-year 
agreement providing $50,000 in 
funding for New Leash on Life, 
which Director Angela Chapman 
said is to used to assist Wilson 
County Animal Control by pro-

viding spay and neuter services.
Currently, the shelter spays or 

neuters an estimated 4,000 ani-
mals per year on a $250,000 bud-
get, and Chapman expects those 
numbers to grow along with the 
county’s population.

“If you just take two unaltered 
cats, they can have three litters 

a year and they can start getting 
pregnant at four months,” she 
said. “A male will follow a female 
up to 2 miles, and a cat will not 
go out of heat until it mates … 
they are going to find something 
to mate with and they’re going 
to have kits. Just doing the math 
of them having only two to three 

kittens that survive the litter and 
then those continuing the pro-
cess, you literally have hundreds 
of cats within a very short time. 
With dogs, same thing because 
the litters are larger.”

The Wilson County Commis-
sion currently requires a two-
thirds vote during the budget 
process to approve charitable 
donations tied to county ser-
vices. Since this year’s budget 

process wrapped up in June, that 
means the body may not have 
the legal authority to extend the 
$50,000 donation even as several 
commissioners stand in support.

“Whether that should var y 
this year because we were in 
such extenuating circumstances, 
I don’t know,” Finance Director 
Aaron Maynard said, referring 

New Leash on Life could lose $50K due to county budget policies
Shelter exploring funding agreement with Animal Control
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T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y 
Schools Board of Education 
will have a new look come 
September thanks to voters 
who on Thursday rejected 
incumbents Wayne McNeese 
and Chad Karl in favor of 
Carrie Pfeif fer and Jamie 
Farough, respectively in 
zones 1 and 7.

In Zone 3, Jon White 
defeated Don Weathers to 
replace Mike Gwaltney, who 
decided not to run to keep 
his seat. Only incumbent and 
board chairman Larry Tom-
linson kept his Zone 5 seat, 
triumphing over challenger 
Glenn Denton.

Tammy Smith, assistant 
Wilson County elections 
administrator, said Friday 
that there were no problems 
with voting.

“It was a great day,” she 
said, adding that turnout was 
28%, with 24,933 ballots cast, 
including early and absen-
tee votes. That compares 
with turnout of 37.5% in the 
August 2018 election and 
15% four years ago.

One reason for the higher 
turnout than is 2016, Smith 
said, was the contested 
school board races.

There were three challeng-
ers to McNeese in the Zone 
1 race, and Pfeiffer got 1,387 
votes, with McNeese second 
at 927, followed by Lauren 
Smith with 895 and Mitch 
Rollins at 297.

Pfeiffer said Friday, “I am 
very excited to be able to put 
it all into action. I’m humbled 
and honored by the support 
Zone 1 has given me.”

In Zone 3, White garnered 
2,318 votes to Weathers’ 
1,873.

“Humbled is my word that 
continues to reverberate,” 
White said. “To be entrusted 
to be a conduit for residents, 
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Republican nominee Michael Collins will 
take on the 15th Judicial District’s circuit 
court judgeship after defeating indepen-
dent candidate Branden Bellar in Thurs-
day’s election.

Collins claimed 63.8% of the vote, while 
Bellar won 36.2% of the 23,853 ballots cast. 
The two were competing for a vacancy left 
when Judge John Wootten Jr. retired in 
January.

The 15th Judicial District covers Jack-

son, Macon, Smith, Trous-
dale and Wilson counties. At 
press time, Collins has not 
returned a request for com-
ment on his victory.

“Our Founding Fathers 
and Mothers decided that 
we’d have free and fair elec-
tions, and I respect and 
honor that,” Bellar said. 
“We ran a good clean cam-

paign, and I’m proud of all the support we 
received. I wish Judge Collins well.”

BY JONATHAN MATTISE                                     
AND ADRIAN SAINZ 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — The race to suc-
ceed retiring U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexan-
der in November will feature a match-
up between a Republican candidate 
endorsed by President Donald Trump 
and a Black activist who pulled off an 
astonishing upset victory over the Dem-
ocratic establishment’s choice — with a 
campaign war chest of less than $10,000.

Former U.S. Ambassador to Japan Bill 
Hagerty fended of f a challenge from 
Nashville trauma surgeon Manny Sethi 
in Thursday’s Republican primary, while 
Marquita Bradshaw handily defeated 
Army helicopter pilot James Mackler, 
who raised more than $2.1 million and 
drew endorsements from the Democrat-
ic Senatorial Campaign Committee.

“We didn’t raise a million dollars, but 
the dollars that we raised came from 
hard-working people in Tennessee and 
around this nation,” Bradshaw told The 
Associated Press in an interview. “Some 
of them are housekeepers, some of 
them push carts from WalMart, some of 
them are scientists. But they are people 
who want us to head on and deal with 
the issues.”

The 46-year-old community organizer 
from Memphis will have an uphill battle: 
Republicans have held both Senate seats 
in Tennessee since 1994, and Trump 
remains popular enough in the red state 
that Hagerty mentioned the president at 
every turn.

“I have a very special person to thank. 
I just got off the phone with him back-
stage. That’s President Donald Trump,” 
Hager ty said during a victor y par ty 
Thursday, accompanied by Sens. Marsha 
Blackburn of Tennessee and Tom Cot-
ton of Arkansas. “You know, President 
Trump has had my back since before the 
beginning of all this.”

Hagerty vs. 
Bradshaw in 

race to succeed 
Alexander

Voters dump 2 incumbents from WCS board
No problems, says 

election official

Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Jeremy Morrow holds his 5-year-old son, Patton, while voting Thursday at First United Methodist 
Church in Lebanon. Morrow and his wife, Amanda, made Election Day a family affair, as they also 
brought their two daughters to the poll. “This is a lesson is our government system,” Amanda Mor-
row said.
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Collins to succeed Wootten 
as circuit court judge 

Michael 
Collins

Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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