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At its meeting on Monday 
night at the Hartsville-Trousdale 
County Community Center, the 
Trousdale County Commission 
unanimously voted to approve 
the appointment of a new inter-
im fire chief for a term of 60 
days, following the resignation of 
Trousdale County Fire Chief Jay 
Woodard on Feb. 14.

Mark Beeler, a veteran of the 
Trousdale County Volunteer Fire 
Department for more than 30 
years, was chosen by Trousdale 
County Mayor Jack McCall, and 
pending commission approval, 

he agreed to fill the position 
as interim fire chief while the 
search for a permanent one con-
tinues.

Before making an appoint-
ment and seeking final approval 
from the county commission, the 
mayor met with volunteer fire-
fighters last week to get feedback 
from the depar tment as they 
voted on who they wanted to see 
fill the position as interim chief.

“I met with the all the volun-
teers of the fire department this 
past week, seeking to find a con-
sensus among all of our volun-
teers,” said McCall. 

New interim fire chief selected
The Trousdale 
County Commis-
sion voted unani-
mously to approve 
the appointment 
of long-time vol-
unteer firefighter 
Mark Beeler as the 
interim Trousdale 
County fire chief as 
the search for a 
new chief contin-
ues.
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The Trousdale County High 
School boys basketball team extend-
ed a bit of generosity to a neighbor-
ing community and learned that the 
final score doesn’t always determine 
the winner.

On Feb. 7, the Yellow Jackets 
p layed the Smith 
County Owls in what 
was to be a special 
day for 18-year-old 
Smith County basket-
ball manager Dalton 
Shoulders .  Shoul -
ders, who is a high-
school senior and 
a special-education 
student, has been the 
team manager since 
his freshman year, 
and since then, has 
had his heart set on 
playing in a game.

“We were played 
T r o u s d a l e  C o u n -
ty on senior night,” 
said Smith County 
High head basketball 
coach Trey Sanders. 
“Their head coach 
(Ryan Sleeper) is a former player 
of mine here at Smith County High 
School, and so I had contacted him 
the weekend before and told him 
what we wanted to do for Dalton. 
We wanted him to be able to score 
our first points of the night, and in 
return, we would let them have the 
ball and come down and score to tie 
the game.

“We had it set up so Dalton would 
jump center, and he’d win the tip. He 
tipped it to our point guard who drib-
bled down and passed the ball to Dal-
ton. He took the shot and made it, so 
it was a good way to start the night.”

With Sleeper’s help, as the game 
began to wind down, Sanders was 
once again able to put Shoulders 
back in the game for a second round.

“The beautiful thing was the last 
part of the game where Smith Coun-
ty was up, and Coach Sanders kind 
of looked at me down the bench 
like, ‘Can I put Dalton back in,’ ” said 
Sleeper. “I said, ‘Put him in.’ ”

However, as Shoulders reentered 
the court, the game was suddenly 
unscripted. Missing his first shot, 
Trousdale County High School soph-
omore and basketball player Lukas 
Vest tossed the ball back to Shoul-
ders, giving him a second try.

“He got to go back in and hit a 
three on his second try,” said Sleeper. 

Pitching in so 
everybody wins

Dalton 
Shoulders

Lukas  
Vest
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FRANKLIN — Trousdale 
County High School junior 
Rob Atwood is one who 
sticks with his routine.

He has done the same 
thing, over and over … and 
he hopes to do it over again.

Atwood won his second 
consecutive Class A state 

championship 
on  Sa tur day 
a f t e r n o o n , 
d e f e a t i n g 
Samuel Ever-
ett School of 
I n n o v a t i o n 
f r e s h m a n 
T yson  Cl ick 
at the Tennes-
see Secondary 
Schools Athlet-

ic Association (TSSAA) Indi-
vidual State Wrestling Cham-
pionships at the Williamson 
County Expo Center.

“It’s really hard to explain,” 
Atwood said. “There’s excite-
ment. At the same time, 
you still have to get better. 
There’s fulfillment … but 
you’re not fulfilled all the 
way, because there’s another 
year and more that I need to 
accomplishment.”

Atwood posted three pin-
falls among his four matches 
at the state level.

“I go in unplanned in my 
matches,” the 17-year-old 
Atwood said. “I don’t watch 
(opposing wrestlers before-
hand) preferably. Sometimes, 
I might see them, because 
they are wrestling one of my 
friends.

“You always have to stay 
humble.”

Atwood pinned Click 1:45 
into the six-minute match, 
utilizing a blast double.

“It’s similar to a football 
takedown,” Atwood said. 
“It was a kind of fulfillment 
(when the match ended).

“When you put him to your 
back, it takes some of that 
pressure (off).”

Despite moving up from 
the 195-pound weight class 

that he competed in as a 
sophomore to the 220-pound 
class that he competed in as 
a junior, Atwood’s strategy 
didn’t change.

“Speed  k i l l s , ”  Atwood 
said. “When you’re wres-
tling someone who is heavi-
er that doesn’t have that 

speed, you can beat them 
with speed.

“They know how to use 
their weight and push peo-
ple around, but they’re not 
always strong. At 220, they 
know how to use their weight 
to their advantage.”

The s ta te  compet i t ion 

began on Thursday as he 
opened up with a 20-5 victo-
ry over Pigeon Forge sopho-
more Enrique Reyez 5:41 into 
the match, which ended at 
that point due to the margin 
reaching 15 points.

PRICELESS PERFECTION
Atwood wins 2nd 

consecutive  
state wrestling 

championship to cap 
undefeated campaign

Submitted

Trousdale County High School junior Rob Atwood defeated Samuel Everett School of Innovation 
freshman Tyson Click by pinfall just 1:45 into the state championship match in the Class A 220-
pound weight class.

Submitted

Trousdale County High School junior Rob Atwood won his second consecutive individual state wres-
tling championship on Saturday afternoon. The top six wrestlers in the 220-pound weight class in Class 
A include: (from left) Signal Mountain senior Jacob Winchester (sixth place), Knoxville Halls junior Bull 
Goodman (fourth), Samuel Everett School of Innovation freshman Tyson Click (second), Atwood, 
Spring Hill senior Cayden Buchannon (third) and Fairview sophomore William Henderson (fifth).

Rob  
Atwood
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