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WEDNESDAY

Lebanon Zoning 

Committee

The Lebanon Zoning 

Committee will hold a 

regularly-scheduled meeting 

in the town meeting hall of the 

city’s administration building, 

located at 200 North Castle 

Heights Ave. in Lebanon, at 

2 p.m.

MONDAY

Lebanon Special School 

District

The Lebanon Special School 

District Board of Education will 

have a regular-called board 

meeting on at 5 p.m. at its 

central office, located at 397 

North Castle Heights Ave. in 

Lebanon.

Wilson County 

Commission

The Wilson County 

Commission will hold a 

regularly-scheduled meeting 

at 7 p.m. in the Wilson County 

Courthouse, located at 228 

East Main St. in Lebanon.

TUESDAY

Lebanon City Council

The Lebanon City Council 

will hold a regularly-scheduled 

meeting in the town meeting 

hall of the city’s administration 

building, located at 200 

North Castle Heights Ave. in 

Lebanon, at 6 p.m.

Watertown City Council

The Watertown City 

Council will hold a regularly-

scheduled meeting at 6 p.m. 

at the Watertown Community 

Center, located at 8630 Sparta 

Pike in Watertown.

Lebanon Preliminary 

Planning Commission

The Lebanon Preliminary 

Planning Commission will hold 

a regularly-scheduled meeting 

in the town meeting hall of the 

city’s administration building, 

located at 200 North Castle 

Heights Ave. in Lebanon, at 

11 a.m.

MARCH 27

Lebanon Board of Zoning 

Appeals

The Lebanon Board of 

Zoning Appeals will hold a 

regularly-scheduled meeting 

in the town meeting hall of the 

city’s administration building, 

located at 200 North Castle 

Heights Ave. in Lebanon, at 

5 p.m.

MARCH 28

Lebanon Planning 

Commission

The Lebanon Planning 

Commission will hold a 

regularly-scheduled meeting 

in the town meeting hall of the 

city’s administration building, 

located at 200 North Castle 

Heights Ave. at 5 p.m.

MARCH 29

State of the City address

Lebanon Mayor Rick Bell 

will deliver the annual state 

of the city address at a lunch-

and-learn event hosted by the 

Lebanon Wilson Chamber of 

Commerce at 11:30 a.m. at the 

Capitol Theatre located at 110 

West Main St. Seats are $25 

per person and $200 per table 

of eight. To RSVP or for more 

information, call 615-444-5053.

APRIL 6

Imagination dinner

Wilson Books from Birth 

will host an imagination 

dinner at 6:30 p.m. at 945 East 

Baddour Pkwy. in Lebanon 

to help support its mission 

of providing free books for 

children in Wilson County.

APRIL 15

Wilson One scholarship 

deadline

Applications for a $500 

scholarship through Wilson 

One are open through April 15. 

Scholarship applicants must 

be a resident of Wilson County 

and a non-traditional student. 

For more information, or to 

request an application, email 

courtneykatwheeler@gmail.
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The Lebanon Democrat is in 
the process of running ques-
tion-and-answer profiles of the 
Wilson County educators who 
have been selected as the teach-
er of the year in their respective 
schools.

Those individuals, from the 
Wilson County School System 
and the Lebanon Special School 
District (in addition to two of the 
county’s private schools), are in 
contention for the Wilson Coun-
ty Teacher of the Year Award, 
which will be announced later 
this spring.

The series of profiles contin-
ues with a glance at Emily Perry, 
a second-grade teacher at Mt. 
Juliet’s Lakeview Elementar y 
School ...

Name … Emily Perry
School … Lakeview Elemen-

tary
Age … 37
What grade/subject do you 

teach? I teach second grade and 
have a self-contained classroom.

How long have you been in 
education? Nine years

How many years have 
you taught at your current 
school? Four years

What other schools have 
you taught at prior to your 
current school? Harrison Ele-
mentary

What is something unique 
about you — whether it’s a 
hobby, skill or past accom-
plishment — that most peo-
ple likely wouldn’t be aware 
of? I grew up on a dairy farm.

What do you enjoy doing 
in your free time (hobbies, 
etc.)? I enjoy hiking, travel, 
reading, and going to sporting 
events.

Is there anything unique 
about your teaching situation 
that you’d like to detail? For 
three of my four years at Lakev-
iew, I have had inclusion class-
es, including many students with 
IEPs (individualized education 
programs) and behavior issues.

How would you describe 
your teaching style? My teach-
ing style is built on strong rela-
tionships with my students, 
holding students to high expec-
tations, and presenting informa-
tion in a variety of ways.

Could you share a couple 
of strategies for how that you 

keep students engaged and 
motivated? First and foremost, 
I believe in building a strong 
relationship with my students. 
Due to the strong relationships, 
I am able to motivate my stu-
dents using what I know they 
love. I also keep the students in 
my classroom moving and active 
to increase engagement.

What is dif ferent, unique 
and/or enjoyable about the 
school that you are currently 
teaching at? We have amazing 
students and families at Lakev-
iew. I have enjoyed getting to 
know the families and having 
multiple children from the same 
family come through my class-
room.

Why did you choose teach-
ing as a career path? I have 
loved working with children 
from a young age (even when I 
was basically a child myself). I 
love teaching them and watching 
the light bulb go off as they final-

ly grasp a concept.
What is the most fulfilling 

part of teaching? It’s watching 
how far the students come from 
the beginning to the end of the 
year. Then, (it’s) seeing those 
same students succeeding in 
upper grades and knowing you 
had a hand in that success.

What is the most challeng-
ing part of teaching? The most 
challenging part of teaching is 
that there is just one of me, and 
it is hard to help everyone in my 
class on my own.

How has your view of 
teaching changed since you 
first embarked on your teach-
ing career? I am able to see a 
larger picture with my students 
now. I can see what they need 
most, and sometimes, that isn’t 
to learn how to subtract.

How have you seen the 
profession change over the 
course of your career, and 
how do you see it continuing 

to evolve going forward? This 
profession is so focused on data 
and testing now, much more 
than it was nine years ago when 
I started. I hope if moves back 
away from testing, especially in 
second grade.

If there was any one vari-
able that you could control or 
enhance to help with the edu-
cational process, what would 
that be and why? I would get 
rid of the pressure of testing on 
young students and teachers.

Who is somebody who has 
been especially impactful in 
your teaching career, and 
why did he/she make such 
an impact on you? Norma 
Faerber was my first princi-
pal when I taught in Hamilton 
County. She empowered me as 
a young teacher and helped me 
build my confidence as a teach-
er.

Could you share what has 
been one of your most mem-

orable moments in teaching? 
Multiplication and division are 
the overarching math skill in 
third grade. When I taught third 
grade at another school, I had a 
student who struggled with divi-
sion for several weeks. Finally 
one day he said, “Oh, I get it. 
Division is just like multiplica-
tion but backwards.” This was a 
connection I had taught several 
times throughout those weeks. 
He reminded me with that state-
ment that everyone learns at a 
different pace and how import-
ant repeated exposure of a skill 
is for some students.

What is the most meaning-
ful thing a student could say 
to you? It’s just seeing a student 
light up when they see (learn) is 
more meaningful than words.

How would you ideally 
like to be characterized or 
remembered as a teacher? It 
would be as caring but with high 
expectations.

Perry takes pride in helping her students ‘get it’

Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

Emily Perry has been selected as the teacher of the year at Lakeview Elementary School.

Ribbon-cutting held for 615 Outdoor Living

The Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce held a ribbon-cutting on Friday 
for 615 Outdoor Living, which is located at 
163 Business Park Dr. in Lebanon. The new 
business provides swimming pool, patio, 
outdoor kitchen, and detached garage 
design and construction, and it also sells 
Big Green Eggs, outdoor grills, fire pits, 
grill accessories, outdoor furniture, out-
door décor, pergolas, and more. Pictured 
with 615 Outdoor Living owner Tony Kos-
inski is his wife, Gwyn, employees, family, 
friends, Lebanon Wilson County Chamber 
Chairman of the Board Wes Dugan, Leba-
non Wilson County Chamber President 
and CEO Melanie Minter, along with cham-
ber ambassadors and chamber represen-
tatives.


