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Following an investiga-
tion that’s lasted approx-
imately two months, the 
Lebanon Police Depar t-
ment executed a search 
at the Kwik-Sack Dis-
count Tobacco and Beer 
convenience store, which 
is located on East High 
Street in Lebanon, on 
Tuesday.

The Lebanon Police 
Department seized 28 bot-
tles of Tianeptine, com-
monly known as Zaza, a 
synthetic drug that’s ille-
gal in Tennessee. Almost 

400 individually-packaged 
legend drugs were also 
discovered behind the 
counter in the Kwik-Sack.

L e g e n d  d r u g s  a r e 
non-narcotic prescription 
drugs that are illegal to 
sell without the proper 
licensing. Synthetic drugs 
like Zaza are manufactured 
to mimic the effects of pre-
scription drugs.

Charges are pending an 
ongoing investigation.

“The investigation took a 
couple months,” Lebanon 
Police Department Public 
Information Of ficer P.J. 
Hardy said. “We looked at 

several dif ferent things, 
made some purchases 
through some undercov-
er folks and had enough 
there to get a search war-
rant.”

Both items were found 
in a cabinet behind the 
counter and are alleged to 
having been sold illegally, 
including to undercover 
operatives.

“Zaza is basically man-
ufactured to mimic anti-
depressants,” Hardy said. 
“The state of Tennessee 
recognizes that it’s high-
ly addictive, and I mean 
highly  addic t ive .  For 
folks that are already in a 
situation where they have 
an addictive personality 
or they have an addiction 
issue, this just makes it 

worse for them.”
The Lebanon Police 

Department has long since 
recognized the danger 
of synthetic drugs to the 
community and worked 
with other agencies and 
the state to ban them.

“Years ago, when syn-
thetic drugs first came 
out, our department took a 
really strong stance on not 
allowing that stuf f in the 
city,” Hardy said. “What 
was happening was we 
were having individuals, a 
lot of times teens, end up 
in ERs (emergency rooms) 
after going through a 
trauma, heart attacks and 
that sor t of thing. The 
ER would run the normal 

Drugs seized during store search
2-month investigation reveals 

Zaza in local convenience store
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On Tuesday, the Lebanon Police Department executed a 
search at the Kwik-Sack Discount Tobacco and Beer on 
East High Street in Lebanon and seized illegal drugs 
during the search.
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The Watertown City Coun-
cil approved the purchase 
of new non-lethal weapons 
and new police vehicles for 

t h e  Wa t e r -
town Po l ice 
d e p a r t m e n t 
on Thursday 
night.

B e a n  b a g 
shotguns were 
requested by 
W a t e r t o w n 
Police Depart-
ment Assistant 

Chief Mike Henderlight as an 
additional, non-lethal option 
for officers in the field.

“To have some less lethal 
force, we have to have more 
options and more tools,” Hen-
derlight said. “I thought that 
the bean bag gun would be a 
good alternative, because we 
already carry a can of pepper 
spray.”

Henderlight requested four 
additional bean bag shotguns 
in addition to the one that 
the department already has. 
Each gun costs approximate-
ly $800. The bean bag gun’s 
orange hold kit distinguishes 
it from a traditional shot gun, 
which is helpful in a situation 
where force is required.

“A lot of times, you get 
(tools) that look so similar 
that when you get your adren-
aline up, you just grab what-
ever (you can),” Henderlight 
said. “I thought if maybe we 
had a shotgun with the bean-
bag rounds, which are less 
lethal, that would be an alter-
native to hands-on, pepper 
spray and lethal force.”

Having an alternative to 
pepper spray is beneficial to 
officers by having a means of 
defending themselves without 
lethal force, which is less like-
ly to end up hurting them in 
the process.

Watertown 
to get bean 
bag guns, 

new police 
cruisers

Mike 
Jennings
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A Lebanon man was arrest-
ed on Monday in connection to 
several vehicle burglaries that 
have recently occurred in the 
eastern part of the city.

Alonzo Clark, 48, was taken 
into custody and charged with 
two counts of theft and bur-
glary. More charges in connec-
tion to other thefts are being 
reviewed after Clark admitted 
to several vehicle burglaries.

“We’re still trying to string 
together all the (burglaries) 
that this particular individual 
has been involved in,” Leba-
non Police Department 
Public Information Offi-
cer P.J. Hardy said. “He 
admitted to several. As 
of the date of posting, 
we were able to con-
firm two vandalisms 
and burglaries for sure, 
but there’s going to be 
a lot more, because he’s 
admitted to a lot more. 
The issue that we’re having is 
that some folks didn’t report 
their vehicle burglarized.”

Patrol units saw a video from 
a home security camera that 
showed Clark burglarizing the 
vehicle. Once they saw that 

Clark fit the descrip-
tion of the individual in 
the video, an investiga-
tor was notified, and he 
eventually admitted to 
committing the burglar-
ies.

“Now, it’s a matter of 
us trying to backtrack 
(to see) if he still has the 
items, where the items 

went, if he pawned them or sold 
them,” Hardy said. “We have to 
find these items before we can 

say, ‘He took this,’ or, ‘He took 
that.’ ”

Law enforcement is currently 
uncertain as to how long Clark 
has been burglarizing vehicles 
in the area, but they have been 
told by Clark that he committed 
burglaries up until two weeks 
ago.

To help prevent their vehicle 
from becoming burglarized, the 
Lebanon Police Depar tment 
urges residents to make sure 
that their cars are locked.

“The thing about vehicle bur-
glaries is, if ever yone would 

Lebanon man admits to vehicle burglaries
Investigation 

remains ongoing

Alonzo Clark
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M
t. Juliet is ready 
for the increase in 
drivers choosing 

electric vehicles with the 
installation of Wilson County’s 
first-ever Tesla supercharger 
station.

“(Tesla) acquired the 
land, and now, they have the 
infrastructure in place,” Mt. 
Juliet Public Information 
Officer Justin Beasley said. 
“It took a couple of months to 
get everything ready for the 
site. They’ve got 11 charging 
stations that are going to be 
available to the public.”

The 11 charging stations are 
less than a quarter-mile away 
from Interstate 40, located 
at 48 Old Pleasant Grove 
Road between Cheddar’s 
Scratch Kitchen and the BP 
convenience station. The Tesla 
supercharger station offers 250 

The Tesla transition
County’s first 
Tesla charging 
station is now 

operational     
in Mt. Juliet

Submitted

Wilson County’s first Tesla supercharging stations are located at 48 Old Pleasant Grove Road in Mt. Juliet.

Photos by Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

Above left: Uber driver Roberto Gutierrez from Murfreesboro has utilized the new charging station three 
times since it went online. Above right: It takes approximately 30 minutes to charge a vehicle at one of 
the stations at Wilson County’s first Tesla supercharger station in Mt. Juliet. SEE TESLA/PAGE A6
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