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Wilson County’s number of 
COVID-19 cases rose to six as of 
3 p.m. Monday, and there have 
been two reported deaths in the 
state, both in Davidson County.

Meanwhile, Lebanon, Mt. Juliet 
and Watertown have asked their 
residents to follow Gov. Bill Lee’s 
executive order issued Sunday 
banning social gatherings of 10 
people or more, while also prohib-

iting on-site consumption of food 
or drinks at restaurants, bars or 
similar establishments. Neither 
the governor’s order nor the 
actions by the three Wilson Coun-
ty cities are directives to “shelter 
in place” or “safer at home,” as has 
occurred elsewhere in the nation.

The state Depar tment of 
Health reported at total of 615 
cases in the state, up from 505 
on Sunday. The department’s 
daily report was delayed an hour 
so officials could make improve-

ments in the tracking system.
On Saturday, the department 

reported three Wilson County 
cases, then on Sunday, it report-
ed two. That day, the department 
apologized for the discrepancy, but 
didn’t explain it.

Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center spokesman John Howser 
confirmed a COVID-19 death at 
the hospital in Nashville on Satur-
day, but could release the patient’s 
hometown.

A l s o  o n  M o n d a y,  L e e 

announced the creation of a 
COVID-19 Unified Command, 
which he said would streamline 
communications between the 
Tennessee Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the health depart-
ment and the state Department of 
Military.

The governor’s executive order 
Sunday continued state’s attempts 
to grapple with the coronavirus 
outbreak.

In his Executive Order No. 17, 
Lee called on businesses to use 
“alternative business models” but 
stopped well short of measures 
requested of him by a group of 

Tennessee physicians seeking an 
order directing Tennesseans to 
stay home, which five other states, 
including Texas, have done.

“This Order does not man-
date sheltering in place and does 
not prohibit persons from visit-
ing places necessary to maintain 
health and economic well-being, 
including grocery stores, gas sta-
tions, parks, and banks, among 
other places, so long as they 
observe the necessary precau-
tions advised by the President and 
the CDC to reduce the spread of 

Six COVID-19 cases reported in county
Following governor’s order, local restaurants close dining rooms

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The city of Lebanon is now in 
a state of emergency in response 
to the spread of COVID-19, also 
known as the coronavirus.

Effective Monday, restaurants 
and bars have closed their dining 
areas, gyms and fitness centers 
have been shut down and social 
gatherings of 10 or more people are 
prohibited until further notice.

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash 
signed the executive order on Sun-
day using emergency powers grant-
ed by Gov. Bill Lee. His decision 
comes shortly after the Lebanon 
City Council approved city hall’s 
response plan.

“We’d been discussing this pos-
sibility for several days,” Ash said. 
“On Sunday, I called a few of my 
top people in and we decided since 
the governor had declared a state 
of emergency we should go ahead 
with it.”

In addition to measures aimed at 
preventing spread, the order allows 
the city to manage funds as deemed 
necessary to combat the virus. Ash 
said officials are monitoring the sit-
uation daily to determine what that 
could mean.

“We’re taking it day by day, and in 
some cases minute by minute,” he 
said. “We’re looking at the number 
of confirmed cases each day, paying 
attention to state and federal data 
and keeping in contact with people 
at the state level and nationally.”

Although most locations are not 
mandated to close under the order, 
the virus is expected to impact the 
local economy as people spend 

Lebanon 
declares 
state of 

emergency 
Mayor’s order requires 

closures, bans to prevent 
spread of coronavirus 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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A
s buildings across the county 
close to fight COVID-19, it can be 
challenging for people to find a 

sense of normalcy.
However, members of Crossroads 

Fellowship are doing their part to 
provide it with drive-in church services 
at 10 a.m. on Sundays, at 7860 Linwood 
Road in Lebanon.

“Pastor Gary Miller and I have been 
talking about doing an outdoor service 
for years because he’d had success 

with an outdoor nativity scene,” Pastor 
Ryan Wolfenbarger said. “With the 
virus going around, we figured why not 
buy an FM transmitter and just do a 
drive-in?”

The two found a transmitter that 
would broadcast roughly a mile and 
spread the word, and dozens of cars 
lined up and tuned to 90.5 FM for the 
first drive-in service on Sunday.

“In this time of social isolation, we 
want people to still have a sense of 

SUNDAY DRIVE-IN 

Crossroads Fellowship broadcasts 
services to spread hope amid virus

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Cars fill the parking lot and part of a nearby hill for Crossroads Fellowship’s first drive-in church service, which was broadcast over 90.5 FM 
at 10 a.m. Sunday.

Pastor Gary Miller of Crossroads Fellowship delivers a 
sermon during the church’s first drive-in service on 
Sunday.
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West Wilson Middle School 
and Stoner Creek Elementary 
can be rebuilt in 14 months if 

work can begin by June, the Wil-
son County Board of Education 
was told during a special session 
Friday afternoon.

Both schools were destroyed 

during the March 3 tornado that 
ripped through Mt. Juliet before 
traveling east toward Lebanon.

“We can get in the building in 
14 months if we can get in the 

ground in June,” WCS Deputy 
Director Mickey Hall told the 
board.

In the meantime, students at 
those two neighboring schools 
will use split schedules in the 
2020-21 school year with West 

Wilson splitting the school day 
at Mt. Juliet Middle and Stoner 
Creek students doing the same 
at Springdale.

“There’s no way I can fix these 

Board aims to get West Wilson, Stoner Creek rebuilt by 2021-22
Construction needs to begin by June; split schedules likely for ’20-21
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