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There is much to 
celebrate in our past

The past has prepared us 

T
oday, November 23, 2019, 
Lebanon celebrates the 200th 
anniversary of its city charter 

— the offi cial beginning of our 
great city. We are encouraged 
to remember the past so as 
not to repeat the mistakes 
of the past. But I think we 
should also study the past to 
remember the good things 
and to honor those who played 
a positive role making us what 
we are today.

We remember Neddy 
Jacobs, the fi rst settler in this 
area, and David Wilson, for 
whom Wilson County was named, 
and General Robert Hatton, a famous 
Civil War soldier.

All of these people and many oth-
ers are worthy of being remembered 
and honored, but some more recent 
people, places, and events should also 
be remembered.

Churches have always played an 
important role in our community from 
the beginning. First Baptist, First 
Methodist and First Presbyterian 
just to name a few. I want to mention 
Picketts Chapel also. It was one of 

the fi rst churches where whites and 
slaves worshipped together but also 
played an important part as a meeting 

place for the early Civil Rights 
movement .

Some early industry in 
Lebanon were Texas Boot 
Co., brought here my Mr. 
Harry Vice, and the Lebanon 
Woolen Mills that employed 
so many local people and cre-
ated blankets for the soldiers 
of WW II.

Later, Mayor William Baird 
was responsible for our fi rst 
industrial park that was home 

to TRW, Hart-
mann Lug-
gage, Custom 
Packaging, 
Toshiba and 
so many won-
derful employ-
ers to our city.

I don’t 
want to forget 
Danny Evins, 
who founded 
the Cracker 
Barrell Old 

Country Store and Restaurant here in 
our home town.

When remembering hospitals in 
Lebanon I recall Martha Gaston, Dr. 
Sam and McFarland Hospital, Dr. 
Robert Bone, and UMC recently pur-
chased and expanded by Vanderbilt.

Education has always played an 
important role in Lebanon’s history, 
from private schools like Cumberland 
University, Castle Heights Military 
Academy and Friendship Academy to 
public schools like Highland Heights 
and McClain Elementary to Lebanon 
High School and Wilson County High 
School.

There are so many educators who 
have played such important roles in 
the lives of so many of us who grew 
up in Lebanon. I think they can all be 
represented by the spirit of Mrs. Hat-
tie Bryant, the fi rst African America 
to teach in a white school in Lebanon.

I know I have left out so many peo-
ple, places and things about Lebanon. 
I hope you will take time to visit our 
museums and historic places in our 
beautiful city.

Bernie Ash

Mayor of Lebanon
 

BERNIE

ASH
LEBANON MAYOR 

ABOUT THIS 

SPECIAL PUBLICATION
For nearly as long as Lebanon has been a city, it has 

had a newspaper. The fi rst, the Lebanon Gazette, was 

established in 1818, just a year before the city’s charter. 

The Lebanon Democrat appeared 130 years ago, and is 

one of the oldest continually operating businesses in the 

city. As Lebanon celebrates this bicentennial, here are a 

selection of Democrat front pages from throughout the 

years. In many ways, they demonstrate that matters of 

concern don’t really change. 

Front pages courtesy the microfi lm collection at Cumberland 
University’s Vise Library.

INSIDE
See a special section 

commemorating Lebanon’s 

bicentennial, including historic 

front pages from the Democrat.

A spot of rain failed to put a damper on 
Santa’s parade at Lebanon’s Annual Christ-
mas Tree Lighting, held Thursday on the 
city’s public square.

Hundreds of community members 
gathered for the event, which featured a 
performance from many of Wilson County 
Schools’ elementary choir students. The 
Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of Com-
merce coordinated the festivities alongside 
the city.

“This is an opportunity that we enjoy 
every year,” chamber President Melanie 
Minter said. “It’s the perfect way to start our 
season of joy.”

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash said the tree  
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Christmas tree lights the night

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Hundreds turn out in 
Lebanon despite rain

Photos by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Community members gather around Lebanon’s Christmas tree for photographs following the city’s Annual Christmas Tree Lighting held 
Thursday on the public square.

A choir of students from Sam Houston Elementary, Byars Dowdy Elementary, Castle 
Heights Elementary and Coles Ferry Elementary performs Christmas standards during 
Lebanon's Annual Christmas Tree Lighting.

The day is still a week away, 
but local merchants are prepar-
ing their businesses for Shop 
Small Saturday. On that day, 
customers will find bargains at 
the 50 to 75 participating stores, 
door prizes and be able to enter 
a drawing for a gift basket with 
items from every business.

On Thursday, many of those 
merchants gathered at City Hall 
to pick up Shop Small promo-
tional material, get tips on mak-
ing sure the public is aware of 
the event and hear a pep talk 
from city Economic Develop-
ment Director Sarah Haston.

“We choose to live here. We 
can make our own world,” Has-
ton told the group. “But we need 
to support each other. We need 
to think about Lebanon first. 
When you choose to shop in 

Lebanon, you’re helping make 
Lebanon a better place.”

Haston and Melanie Minter, 
president of the Lebanon Wilson 
Chamber of Commerce, urged 
the merchants to support each 
other to make the day success-
ful by, among other things, pro-
moting it on social media using 
the hashtags #thinklebanonfirst, 
#shopsmall and #shoplebanontn.

Minter said this is the fourth 
year of the local effort, although 
Shop Local Saturday has been 
promoted for a decade by Ameri-
can Express.

Shawn Smith, owner of The 
Jewelers, said of the event, “It’s 
been fabulous. We don’t even 
open on Black Friday — it’s a 
corporate day where people are 
looking for $9 TVs at Walmart.”

His store, at 1501 W. Main, 
will be offering specials and 
“one-day deals.”

Cody McCray of Town 
Square Social, the restaurant at 
145 Public Square, said last year 
was a “huge success” for the 
business. “It helps get the word 
out,” he said.

Haston said part of the cam-
paign is to help inform residents 
of the importance of shopping 
local. For example, for each  
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Local merchants gear up for Shop Small Saturday

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Chamber, city, bank promoting businesses

Mike Alexieff • Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash addresses merchants gathered Thurs-
day at City Hall for the Shop Small Saturday kickoff meeting as Leb-
anon Economic Development Director Sarah Haston listens.

Mt. Juliet could see improved cel-
lular service and emergency com-
munications under a site plan the 
Wilson County Planning Commis-
sion approved at its meeting held 
Friday.

The Chattanooga-based Vogue 
Towers, LLC intends to build a cell 
tower at Mt. Juliet High School to 
serve as both a communications 
tower and lighting system. A pole 
currently used as a stadium light will 
be replaced for the project.

“The existing pole that’s rough-
ly around 70 feet (will be replaced) 
with a 180 foot pole and (we’re) put-
ting the lights back on it,” FPA Engi-
neering Project Manager Michael 
Sandifer said. “Multiple carriers can 
access this location, it’s not any one 
carrier.”

In addition to cell service pro-
viders, the tower will have space to 
serve emergency responders like 
the local police and fire departments 
free of charge.

“It is going to help, more towers 
for emergency personnel,” Wilson 
County Commissioner Justin Smith, 
who also works for the Wilson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, said. “Whenever 
somebody puts in a radio system for 
any type of communication it actually 
costs a lot of money because of the 
infrastructure ... I think that’s going 
to be an asset.”

The Planning Commission ulti-
mately approved the site plan on the 
condition that the county receives 
the right to use the tower for emer-
gency services.

“Vogue Towers allows emergen-
cy services and first responders to 
locate on the tower,” Sandifer said. 
“I would reinforce that if there is a 
need, to have them go ahead and 
contact Vogue Towers because there 
is some carrier interest, so if you 
wanted to be at a certain center line 
or height on the tower it’s better to 
go sooner than later.”

Although the Wilson County 
Planning Office reviewed the plans 
before the Planning Commission 
approved them, the school system is  
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Planning 
commission 
approves cell 
tower plans 
for MJHS

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Structure will also be 
used to light field
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