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Lebanon High School ’s 
student council delivered a 
resounding display of support 
for the Black Lives Matter 
movement on the city square 
for two hours on Wednesday, 
marking one of the county’s 
largest demonstrations so far.

Student body president and 
rising junior Abigail Hopper 
was inspired to organize the 

event after seeing a viral photo 
of two men on the square hold-
ing a sign with white suprema-
cist slogans.

“Seeing that horrified me, 
and there’s so much negativity 
in the media and everywhere 
else right now,” she said. 
“Originally it was just me and 
a few friends, but since I’m stu-
dent body president I decided 
to get others involved.”

The demonstration, which 
was attended by about 30 
students and adults, marked 
a week since the photo was 
taken, and attendees wanted to 
send a message that Lebanon 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Schools 
Board of Education got its first 
look Monday at the planning going 
into the upcoming school year 
amid the coronavirus pandemic 
and the accompanying uncertainty.

The district is working on three 
scenarios — school opens as nor-
mal on Aug. 3, schools remain 
closed and learning is done 
remotely, and a hybrid, where 
some attend school and some 
learn remotely.

Director of Schools Donna 
Wright and Supervisor of Educa-
tor Effectiveness Christina Harris, 
who is leading the planning effort, 
both emphasized that no final deci-
sions have been made about how 
to proceed with the next school 
year. Uncertainties remain about 
what the status of the pandemic 
will be in August and what direc-
tion will or might come from the 
state and even federal government.

“We’re stepping into a new world 
and we have no idea what’s going 
to happen and we’ve got to be 

LHS student council hosts 
Black Lives Matter protest
Organizers look to 
counter recent hate 

speech incident 

The Lebanon 
High School 

Student Coun-
cil and other 
community 

members take 
part in a Black 

Lives Matter 
protest on the 

square 
Wednesday.
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Drivers passing by throughout the demonstration frequently 
honked in support or encouraged the attendees.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Commis-
sion is scheduled to vote on a 
2020-21 budget during its meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Monday, following 
a public hearing at 6 p.m.

Under the budget, the coun-
ty expects to bring in roughy 
$443.7 in revenue, spend $448.5 
million and end the year with 
$76.6 million in reserves across 

its funds. Most departments 
submitted status quo budgets 
with light increases to lines 
like state retirement and Social 
Security.

The general purpose school 
fund budget includes an addi-
tional $5.84 million for teach-
ers, $1.24 million for spe-
cial education teachers and  
$1.17 million for vocational edu-
cation teachers. County voters 
approved a sales tax increase in 
March to fund teacher raises, 
which Wilson County Director 
of Schools Donna Wright said 
will allow the district to offer 
competitive pay.

Some other larger increases 
include $685,586 for the sher-
iff’s department to cover items 
like law enforcement supplies 
and motor vehicles, $678,852 
for emergency services to cover 
items like salaries, wages and 
diesel fuel and $309,171 for the 
Wilson County Jail to cover 
items like food supplies. State 
retirement also figures into all 

three of those funds.
Larger spending cuts include 

$2.45 million from capital proj-
ects with adequate facilities 
tax revenue expected to drop, 
$575,000 from highway capital 
project through cuts to bridge 
maintenance and capital out-
lays and $562,012 from the 

County expects to spend $448.5M in coming budget 
Commission vote set 
for Monday, reserves 
estimated at 76.6M

Wilson County 
Schools eyes 

reopening plans

Committee looking 
at three scenarios

BY TODD J. GILLMAN
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump, overruling his own 
Pentagon chief, declared Wednes-
day that he will not entertain 
the idea of removing the names 
of Confederate generals such as 
Robert E. Lee from 10 Army posts, 
including Fort Hood in Texas, the 
nation’s largest military installation.

“That is an absolute nonstarter 
for the president,” White House 
press secretary Kayleigh McEn-
erny told reporters at a briefing.

“Fort Bragg is known for the 
heroes within it, that train there, 
that deployed from there. And it’s 
an insult to say to the men and 
women who left there — the last 
thing they saw on American soil 
before going overseas, and in some 
cases losing their lives — to tell 
them that what they left was inher-
ently a racist institution because of 

Trump vows to 
keep Confederate 
generals’ names 
on Army posts

President overrules 
Pentagon chief
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Under the budget, the county expects to bring in roughy 
$443.7 in revenue, spend $448.5 million and end the year 
with $76.6 million in reserves across its funds. Most 
departments submitted status quo budgets with light 
increases to lines like state retirement and Social Security.
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