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While the Lebanon Special 
School District has implemented 
new measures to protect its stu-
dents, teachers and staff against 
the surging COVID-19 delta vari-

ant, the state has set a new record 
for monthly hospitalizationsonth.

Health Commissioner Lisa 
Piercey said Monday the surge in 
COVID-19 patients “really tips the 
scales” in hospitals even if there 
aren’t as many people currently 
hospitalized with the virus as there 
were during the January peak.

She said hospitals were already 
pretty full before the latest resur-
gence through the delta variant 
and the facilities are struggling 
with staffing shortages and and 
workers sick with COVID-19.

“An interesting and startling sta-
tistic is that in the first 15 days of 
August, we’ve had 1,023 hospital-
izations,” Piercey said during the 
video news conference. “That is 
higher than any other full month 

combined in the pandemic, which 
was November and it was in the 
900s.”

The Vanderbilt University Medi-
cal Center system, which includes 
Vanderbilt Wilson County Hospital 
system, and other Middle Tennes-
see hospitals are full or nearly so.

“Less than five weeks ago 
VUMC’s seven-hospital sys-
tem was caring for a total of 10 
patients admitted for COVID-19,” 

said VWCH Community Relations 
Director Traci Pope in an email 
Friday. “Throughout the Vander-
bilt system, we have 120 COVID 
patients hospitalized as of today; 
16 in Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s 
Hospital at Vanderbilt; 25 COVID 
positive patients in VWCH, eight 
of these are requiring ICU level 
support.”

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Fair has 
always attracted huge crowds to 
Lebanon, but now that it’s also 
the Tennessee State Fair, that 
circle of attendees just keeps 
growing.

Nearly 200,000 people have 
already checked in through the 
front gates with that number 
expected to rise considerably 
as the week rolls on, according 
to fair officials. Considering the 
bleak weather over the weekend, 
those expectations stand a good 
chance of being met as the fair 
runs through Saturday.

During the sunnier hours 
of Saturday, many were out 
enjoying the rides, shows and 
events offered at the fair. One 
Murfreesboro man, Tim Mor-

row, said he’s a pretty avid fair 
goer, but that when he found out 
about the Tennessee State Fair 
connection, he “definitely wasn’t 
going to miss out.”

Another guest, Nick Kony-
ha of Donelson, said he’d been 

to the state fair when it was in 
Nashville many times. Konyha 
also said he was no stranger to 
the Wilson County Fair. Con-
templating on the collaboration 

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Annual Future Farm-
ers of America Country Ham 
Breakfast has traditionally 
taken place in Nashville, but 
settled into its new home in 
Lebanon much like other state 
fair programs when the event 
joined forces with the Wilson 
County Fair this year.

On the Tennessee FFA 
website, Wilson County Pro-
motions Executive Director 
Helen McPeak said, “We are 
excited for the new opportuni-
ties that come with being the 
Wilson County Fair — Ten-
nessee State Fair.”

“One of those opportunities 
is our support for the Tennes-
see FFA Foundation and their 
County Ham Breakfast. Wil-
son County Promotions has 
supported this event in the 
past by attending the Country 
Ham Breakfast and even buy-
ing one of the (prize-winning) 
hams a few years ago. This 

year, we welcome the Ten-
nessee FFA Foundation and 
the Country Ham Breakfast 
as it takes place in the Farm 
Bureau Exposition Center 
during the dates of the fair.”

Part of the event features 
the auctioning of two cham-
pion country hams, awarded 
through competition at the 
fair. In 2019, the two champi-
on hams sold for $6,000 each. 
This year, both hams nearly 
doubled that total with both 
going for over $10,000. Funds 
raised from the breakfast sup-
port the agriculture education 
and career and leadership 
development programs of Ten-
nessee FFA

To celebrate the occasion, 
several hundred attendees, 
including members of the 
state’s congressional delega-
tion, state legislators, city and 
county elected leaders, busi-
ness and industry leaders, and 
others filled the Farm Bureau 
Expo Center’s main hall Mon-
day, in anticipation of the 
guest speaker, U.S. Sen. Bill 
Hagerty.

Hagerty, a Sumner County 

Fair draws crowds from near and far

Fans of state 
event praise 

move to Wilson

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Chase Carillon and his son, Kayden, of Pleasant View, come around the corner on the INDY 500 ride at the 
Wilson County Fair Tennessee State Fair on Saturday. Carillon said it had been a few years since he last went 
to the state fair, but that it being in Wilson County seemed like a big improvement.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wade Sailing goes sailing off the mechanical bull ride at the Wilson 
County Fair Tennessee State Fair on Saturday. Although his family now 
lives in Smith Grove, Kentucky, his father, who is from Lebanon, tries to 
get them down to the fair each year.

Hagerty headlines 
FFA Ham Breakfast 
Both hams sold for 
nearly double total 

amounts bid in 2019

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

U.S. Sen. Bill Hagerty addresses the crowd at the annual FFA Ham 
Breakfast at the Wilson County Fair — Tennessee State Fair Mon-
day at the Farm Bureau Expo Center.

LSSD unveils new COVID-19 protocol
State fights surge in cases; hospitals filling up
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BY ZEKE MILLER, JONATHAN 
LEMIRE AND DARLENE 

SUPERVILLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Str ik -
ing a defiant tone, President 
Joe Biden said Monday that 
he stands “squarely behind” 
his decision to withdraw U.S. 
forces from Afghanistan as he 
acknowledged the “gut-wrench-
ing” images coming out of the 
country after the swift Taliban 
takeover of the government.

Biden said he had to choose 

between sticking to a previously 
negotiated agreement to with-
draw U.S. troops this year or 
sending thousands more service 
members back into Afghanistan 
to fight a “third decade” of war.

Biden, sounding resolute in 
the face of withering criticism 
of his handling of the situation, 
said he chose the latter so as 
not to repeat past mistakes. 
He reiterated that he had no 
regrets.

“I stand squarely behind my 
decision,” the president told the 

nation in a televised address 
from the White House East 
Room after he flew back from 
the Camp David presidential 
retreat. “After 20 years, I’ve 
learned the hard way that there 
was never a good time to with-
draw U.S. forces.”

Many disagree with Biden’s 
decision, angered by the chaos 
the world witnessed over the 
weekend as the Taliban ulti-
mately captured Kabul, the cap-
ital, and Afghanistan’s president 
left the country.

Biden said he’d rather take 
the criticism over the fallout 
than pass the decision of how 
and when to withdraw to a fifth 
U.S. president. He said the deci-
sion to leave Afghanistan is “the 
right one for America” because 
keeping a U.S. presence there 
was no longer a U.S. national 
security interest.

Biden described the imag-
es coming out of Afghanistan 
— especially at the airport in 
Kabul, where Afghans descend-
ed in hopes of fleeing the coun-

tr y — as “gut-wrenching.” 
Video of Afghans clinging to a 
U.S. Air Force plane and run-
ning alongside it as prepared to 
take of f had circulated widely 
on the internet.

But he did not admit any U.S. 
fault in how the drawdown was 
executed. And after batting 
away the notion of a rapid Tali-
ban takeover when questioned 
a little over a month ago, Biden 
acknowledged Monday that “the 

Biden says he stands ‘squarely behind’ Afghanistan decision
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