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Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto declared a state of emer-
gency Wednesday as COVID-19 
cases and deaths spike locally. 
The move comes a day after the 
state said that Wilson County 
was a “hot spot” for the disease.

“We’re just tr ying to put a 
strong emphasis again on wear-
ing a mask, washing your hands 
and social distancing,” Hutto 
said, adding that he has no 
authority to require or mandate 
the wearing of masks. “We don’t 
have the power to do that.”

A drive-through assessment 

site manned by the National 
Guard will be set up at the Wil-
son County Health Department 
today, said Dean Flener, spokes-
man for the Governor’s Unified 
Command, the multi-agency 
group responding to the coro-
navirus pandemic. The county 
department is at 927 E. Baddour 

Parkway, in Leb-
anon.

Hutto said the 
increasing rate of 
positive tests, as 
well as the jump 
in deaths, spurred 
him to act. At the 

beginning of June, the 14-day 
daily average of new cases was 
6.9. As of Tuesday, that average 
had increased to 11.4 and had 

gone up for seven consecutive 
days. The county went 25 days, 
from May 12 to June 5, without 
an increase in deaths. Since 
then, the death toll has almost 
doubled to 15.

As of 2 p.m. Wednesday, the 
county had 656 cases of COVID-
19 and 15 deaths, according to 
the state Department of Health. 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Lebanon Regional Plan-
ning Commission voted to move 
ahead with multiple subdivision 
expansions at its meeting Tues-
day, a sign of the city’s continuing 
growth.

Villages of Hunters Point Phase 
4, a 107-lot subdivision at 1501 

Hunters Point Parkway, was grant-
ed final plat approval, while por-
tions of Five Oaks Phase 5 repre-
senting 47 lots on Five Oaks Bou-
levard were granted preliminary 
plat approval.

The commission also approved 
a site plan for Neely Coble Com-
pany, a truck dealer that cur-
rently operates three locations 

in Nashville and Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. Their Lebanon location 
would be at unaddressed property 
on Maxwell Court according to 
that plan.

Planning depar tment staf f 
deferred a request to approve 
the city’s 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan, a long-term project meant 
as a guideline for decisions such 
as economic and housing devel-
opment. It would also include an 
update to the city’s Future Land 
Use Plan since it was written 
around 2008.

“What we think we’re going to 
do right now, just timing-wise, I 
think it would be a good idea for 
us to have a community meeting,” 
Lebanon Planning Director Paul 
Corder said at the Comprehen-
sive Plan Task Force meeting, 
also held Tuesday. “One thing we 
were thinking about with this new 
draft is get it to you guys so you 
can review it … and have an open 
house, let the public come in and 
just look at it, and maybe after that 
have another meeting of this com-
mittee to hear any last comments 

from the public, and get your feed-
back on the new draft.”

Corder said COVID-19 has pre-
vented a public meeting so far, but 
the commission has tentatively 
scheduled one for 6 p.m. on July 
23. He added that he wants to see 
more feedback from the Hispan-
ic population based on survey 
responses.

Residents can view the plan’s 
latest draft online at https://
www.lebanontn.org/577/The- 
L e b a n o n - F o r w a r d - 2 0 4 0 - 
Bicentennial-Co.

Lebanon’s subdivisions continue growth pattern 
Planning Commission talks public 

meeting on 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Communities across the 
country are debating the dis-
play of Confederate monuments 
in the wake of George Floyd’s 
death, and Lebanon’s own stat-
ue of Gen. Robert Hatton is no 
exception.

Confederate veterans erected 
the monument in 1912, and indi-
vidual citizens have called for 
its removal off and on in recent 
years. A change.org petition to 
take down the statue has gath-
ered more than 7,300 signatures 
as of Wednesday afternoon, 
while another in favor of keeping 
the statue has nearly 1,400.

Wider public interest in the 
statue today stems from a pho-
tograph of two individuals hold-
ing a white supremacist banner 
in front of it early this month. 
Opponents of the statue say 
it encourages those kinds of 
messages and glorifies slavery, 
while supporters consider Hat-
ton an important figure in Leb-
anon’s history because of his 
local law practice, military ser-
vice and time in elected office.

“The statue has been there all 
my life,” Lebanon Mayor Ber-
nie Ash said. “I was born and 
raised here and I appreciate the 
statue, though I understand it 
is offensive to some people … 
tearing it down is not an option 
for me.”

Ash said his recommendation 
is to have a second monument 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Summer produce is in sea-
son, and vendors at the Leb-
anon and Mt. Juliet farmers’ 
markets are meeting their sales 
targets despite some early con-
cerns about COVID-19.

“I have to say, I was really 
worried about this summer,” 
Kimberly  Under wood,  of 
Underwood Farms in Water-
town, said. “I was afraid about 
the prices for our supplies 
going up and about customers 
not wanting to come out, but 
everything I was worried about 
has just disappeared. We’ve 
already passed our expecta-
tions for the summer.”

Underwood has been coming 
to the market for 14 years, and 
she said her customers have 
made this season her most suc-
cessful yet.

“I’ve lived here my whole life, 
and it’s all about supporting the 
local farmers,” Joey Jane Brad-
shaw said. “We’re lucky to have 
this here, because not every 
community has a local farmers’ 
market. If you don’t shop it, it 
goes away.”

Across town, the Mt. Juliet 
Farmers’ Market is ramping 
up its summer season as well. 
The vendors in Charlie Daniels 
Park set up shop more recent-
ly, but they said buyers were 
ready for them.

“We star ted last week at 
this market,” Jennifer Krog, of 

Wacky Walrus Farm in Leba-
non, said. “Last year was our 
first year, and we were at Batch 

and Bushel on the fairgrounds. 
I think it’s going pretty well, 
and I love the location. It gets 

really busy on Saturdays.”
Krog said she is seeing more 

interest from the community 

Local farmers markets find 
success in summer season

Vendors say 
COVID-19 
not affecting 
their income 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Kimberly Underwood, left, helps customer Joey Jane Bradshaw pick out a selection of produce at the 
Lebanon Farmers’ Market on Tuesday.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

David and Lisa Severy browse the selection at the Mt. Juliet Farmer’s 
Market on Tuesday.

Mayoral 
candidates 
weigh in  

on Hatton 
statue debate

Ash organizes 
community meetings 

to discuss options 

County declares COVID-19 emergency
Hutto urges people to wear masks, take precautions

SEE COUNTY/PAGE A10

FARMERS’  
MARKET HOURS

Lebanon Farmers’  
Market — 143 S. Maple St.

Monday — Saturday: 

5 a.m. to dusk, no later than 

7:30 p.m..

Sunday: Closed

Mt. Juliet Farmers’  
Market — 1075 Charlie 

Daniels Parkway 

Tuesday and Thursday: 

1-6 p.m.

Saturday: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SEE SEASON/PAGE A7 SEE STATUE/PAGE A10

MORE 
INSIDE
National 

surge worries 

experts.  

Page A3

http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=7ddca76c-9860-58ff-a0af-e94a929b659f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=7ddca76c-9860-58ff-a0af-e94a929b659f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=7ddca76c-9860-58ff-a0af-e94a929b659f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A10&uuid=7ddca76c-9860-58ff-a0af-e94a929b659f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=7ddca76c-9860-58ff-a0af-e94a929b659f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A10&uuid=7ddca76c-9860-58ff-a0af-e94a929b659f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=7ddca76c-9860-58ff-a0af-e94a929b659f

