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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A rec-
reational vehicle parked in the 
deserted streets of downtown 
Nashville exploded early Christ-
mas morning, causing wide-
spread communications outages 
that took down police emergen-
cy systems and grounded hol-
iday travel at the city’s airport. 

Authorities said they believe the 
blast was intentional.

Police were responding to a 
repor t of shots fired Friday 
when they encountered the RV 
blaring a recorded warning that 
a bomb would detonate in 15 
minutes, Metro Nashville Police 
Chief John Drake said. Police 
evacuated nearby buildings and 
called in the bomb squad. The 

RV exploded shortly afterward, 
Drake said at a midday news 
conference.

“It looks like a bomb went off 
on Second Avenue,” Nashville 
Mayor John Cooper said after 
touring the area.

Police did not immediately 
indicate a possible motive or the 
target.

Surveillance video published 

on a Twitter account Friday 
that appeared to be across the 
street from the blast captured 
the warning issuing from the RV, 
“... if you can hear this message, 
evacuate now,” seconds before 
the explosion.

The blast sent black smoke 
and flames billowing from the 
heart of downtown Nashville’s 
tourist scene, an area packed 
with honky-tonks, restaurants 
and shops. Buildings shook and 
windows shattered streets away 

from the explosion near a build-
ing owned by AT&T that lies one 
block from the company’s office 
tower, a landmark in downtown.

“We do not know if that was 
a coincidence, or if that was the 
intention,” police spokesman 
Don Aaron said. Aaron said 
earlier that some people were 
taken to the department’s cen-
tral precinct for questioning but 
declined to give details.

Nashville blast knocks out communications
911 systems down; FBI will lead investigation
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Christmas has come 
and gone, but the trees 
and lights from across 
the city have to go some-
where.

Rockwood Sustainable 
Solutions is hoping to col-
lect as many of them as 
possible to benefit local 
landscaping projects, 
power Lebanon’s waste-
water treatment plant 
and even help adults with 
autism find employment.

“We’ve put a container 
out right of f the road,” 
Rockwood owner Lin-
coln Young said. There’s 
a pull-off so it’s safe, and 
we have it marked. We’re 
going to run it through 
Jan. 11, because we nor-
mally try to do it for two 
or two-and-a-half weeks.”

Members of the public 
can use the tree and light 
drop-of fs at 510 Har t-
mann Drive at any time 
of day until then. Only 
real Christmas trees are 
accepted, and the lights 
and ornaments must be 
removed.

“All  the trees wil l 
be ground, and we use 
it to make mulch, com-
post and fuel materials,” 
Young said. “Another 
option is the city of Leb-
anon has a gasification 
unit that works to power 
the wastewater treat-
ment plant in Lebanon, 
so some of it goes toward 
that.”

The lights are sent out 
to Electronics Recycling 

Solutions in Gallatin 
because they have value 
on the scrap market. ERS 
hires people with autism 
to recycle items ranging 
from computers and cell 
phones to appliances and 
cables, which the com-
pany has identified as a 
need to reduce the U.S.’s 
fastest-growing waste 
stream.

“This is our four th 
year,” Young said. “It 
started as a vision from 
Mayor (Randall) Hutto 
because he was looking 
at what could be done 
with the local Christmas 
trees … each year it 
seems to grow. Our first 
year we collected about 
60,  our second year 
about 100 and last year 
about 175.”

Christmas lights were 
added into the mix for 
the first time last year, 
and Young hopes to see 
a similar growth pattern 
for them.

“Last year was decent,” 
he said. “We didn’t count 
the strands or anything, 
so I don’t have a quan-
titative number, but it 
went decent enough that 
we were able to bring a 
whole box to ERS.”

Hutto said the partner-
ship with Rockwood has 
been helpful throughout 
the community. Materials 
from the trees have been 
used in projects for mul-
tiple county-owned build-
ings, as well as the Wil-
son County Fairgrounds.

“It really went well 
last year, and it’s catch-
ing on throughout the 
county as more people 
realize we’re doing it,” 
he said. “That’s a win for 
recycling, a win for Rock-
wood and it’s a win for 
Wilson County.”

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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M
any Tennesseans first 
heard about baseball’s 
seven Negro Leagues after 

the MLB’s decision to recognize 
their records as major league 
statistics this month.

Others became familiar through 
Music City Baseball’s ongoing 
effort to form the first MLB 
franchise named after a Negro 
League team: the Nashville Stars.

But for Lebanon’s Black 
community, Negro League baseball 
was a way of life, and the Lebanon 
Clowns were the stars of the show.

“Just being involved with the 
team and the guys that we grew 
up around was the best part,” 

centerfielder Harry “Hammerhead” 
Harris Jr. said. “It was great, we 
were together.”

Harris is the last known 
surviving member of the Clowns 
and played on the team for about 
six years in the 1950s. The team 
was active from at least 1949-56, 
when the late Thelma “Slick” 
McAdoo served as its president, 
and played home games at Shady 
Hill Park next to WCOR AM on 
Sundays.

“Sunday baseball was really kind 
of a community outing in many 
communities in Middle Tennessee,” 
C.E. McAdoo, Thelma’s son and a 
batboy for the team, said. “Games 
started around 3 p.m. so people 
would go to church and then go 

to the ball games. You got to meet 
some friends, a lot of romances 
happened at the ball games, meet 
your sweethearts and different 
things.”

The Clowns spent their share of 
time on the road as well, playing 
against other Negro League 
teams from Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Alabama, Indiana and Michigan.

“I think that maybe the most 
exciting and best game was when 
we played the Tennessee State 
Penitentiary,” Harris said. “They 
were good back in that day, so I 
think I enjoyed it more. They beat 
us down there, but when they came 
here we beat them.”

BY FRANCES D’EMILIO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME — Curfews, quaran-
tines and even border closings 
complicated Christmas celebra-
tions Friday for countless people 
around the globe, but ingenuity, 
determination and imagination 
helped keep the day special for 
many.

In South Africa, which is bat-

tling a spike in cases and deaths 
driven by a variant of COVID-19, 
scientist Tulio de Oliveira was 
spending the holiday in his lab 
doing genomic sequencing. He 
led the South African team which 
used sequencing to discover 
South Africa’s variant of the coro-
navirus.

South Africa’s new surge 
shows no sign of reaching a 

peak, say exper ts, and new 
restrictions to battle the spread 
of infections include the closure 
of many beaches which usually 
see large crowds of people over 
the holidays.

Pope Francis delivered his 
Christmas blessing from inside 
the Vatican, breaking with his 
traditional speech from the bal-
cony of St. Peter’s Basilica to 
tens of thousands in St. Peter’s 
Square. But tourism in Italy has 
virtually vanished in the pandem-

ic and the government’s corona-
virus restrictions for the holidays 
foiled any plans by locals to flock 
to the square.

Citing a cause for optimism 
amid the pandemic’s bleak-
ness, Francis said the invention 
of COVID-19 vaccines shines 
“lights of hope” on the world. In 
a passionate appeal to leaders, 
businesses and international 
organizations, he said they must 
ensure that the most vulnerable 
and needy in the pandemic be 

first in line to receive the vac-
cines.

Bells rang out around Bethle-
hem on Friday as the traditional 
birthplace of Jesus celebrated 
Christmas Day. But the closure 
of Israel’s international airport 
to foreign tourists, along with 
Palestinian restrictions banning 
intercity travel in the areas they 
administer in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, kept visitors away.

Annual Christmas 
tree recycling drive

Materials to  
benefit landscaping 
projects, electricity, 
adults with autism

A pandemic Christmas: Churches shut, borders complicated
World finds way to celebrate holy day

LOCAL LEGENDS
Lebanon Clowns wove baseball into community fabric 

City’s Negro League team remembered more than 70 years later

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Harry “Hammerhead” Harris Jr. and his wife Mary have perhaps the largest collection of memorabilia related to the 
Lebanon Clowns, the city’s Negro League baseball team he played for in the 1950s.
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