
Wilson County is sending 21 wrestlers 

to this year’s state tournament.
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Ten thousand homeless peo-
ple live in Tennessee. For every 
10,000 people Tennesseans, 12 
don’t have a permanent home.

In Wilson County, when a win-
ter storm drops temperatures 
into the teens, there aren’t a lot of 
options for the homeless. Howev-
er as a guest at the Compassion-
ate Hands Ministries in Lebanon 
said, there is one place they can 
always turn.

“This place saved my life,” said 
Robert Jason Taylor of Manches-
ter.

Since late last year, Taylor has 
looked to Compassionate Hands 
time and again for a full meal, 
hot shower, and shelter when the 
weather demands it. At Compas-
sionate Hands, accommodations 
are provided without precondi-
tions, something Taylor says dif-
ferentiates them from other shel-
ters. “Drinking is a big problem, 
especially when people on the 
street are trying to stay warm. If 
you show up with a buzz, Com-
passionate Hands isn’t gonna turn 
you away.”

Anticipating the inclement 
weather, Compassionate Hands 
extended normal service hours 
this week. Taylor said he nor-
mally comes at 6 p.m., stays for 
the night and leaves at 7:30 the 
next morning, but on Sunday 
when Taylor arrived he found out 
he could stay until the weather 

Coming 
in from 
the cold
Local organizations 

help homeless  
stay warm

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

AND THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Most of Wilson County contin-
ued to hunker down this week, 
with temperatures remaining 
below freezing, school canceled, 
businesses closed, and many sec-
ondary roads hazardous to drive 
on. Then, more snow was pre-
dicted into this evening.

Law enforcement reported sev-
eral wrecks, but no major inju-
ries. One accident Tuesday fea-
tured a overturned tractor-trailer 
on Interstate 40 near mile marker 
243.

According to Sgt. PJ Hardy 
with Lebanon Police Depart-
ment, “there were no major 
crashes or injuries. There were 
lots of motorist assists, but no 
major damage to structures 
reported.”

Hardy war ned ever yone 
to stay safe and get ready for 
“Round 3,” as weather forecasts 
for Wednesday looked grim.

Mt. Juliet Police also warned 
residents through social media to 
stay off the roads.

Cumberland University opted 
to remain virtual for the rest of 
the week, keeping the campus 
dining hall opened on a limited 
basis. Local schools remained 
closed through the end of the 
week.

Lebanon city offices were also 
closed, although many employ-
ees were still working. Mayor 
Rick Bell said, “I want to thank 
the city employees who have 
been out there working to keep 
the roads clear and us safe, spe-
cifically the street, police and fire 
departments.”

“They have been on the job 
several days not only after every-
thing hit but they were preparing 
before everything hit,” Bell said.

The city’s sanitation collection 
routes were temporarily suspend-
ed. In a meeting with department 
heads Wednesday, the mayor 
decided to resume collection 

Thursday/keep collection sus-
pended at least another day. 

Nationally, much of the coun-
try was still in the grip of the 
series of storms. Utility crews 
raced Wednesday to restore 
power to nearly 3.4 million cus-
tomers around the U.S. without 
electricity. even as another blast 
of ice and snow threatened to 
sow more chaos.

The latest storm front was 
expected to bring more hardship 
to states that are unaccustomed 
to such frigid weather — parts of 
Texas, Arkansas and the Lower 
Mississippi Valley — before mov-
ing into the Northeast today.

“There’s really no letup to 
some of the misery people are 
feeling across that area,” said 
Bob Oravec, lead forecaster with 
the National Weather Service, 
referring to Texas.

More than 100 million people 
live in areas covered by some 
type of winter weather warning, 
watch or advisory, the weather 
service said.

More than two dozen people 
have died in the extreme weath-
er this week, some while strug-
gling to find warmth inside their 
homes. In the Houston area, one 
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{p dir=”ltr”}Plans to rezone land near 
Castle Heights Elementary School will 
be deferred until a more comprehen-
sive picture of the traffic impact can be 
determined. The decision to defer was 
approved by the Lebanon City Council 
on Tuesday.

The change would amend the plot’s 
zoning from low-density residential des-
ignation to a higher density one. This 
led to some councilors expressing con-
cern over uncertainties from increased 
traffic and how it could imperil school 
zones.

“It is already a busy area, so yes I do 
have concerns about the traffic,” said 
Ward 3 Councilor and Planning Com-
mission Chair Camille Burdine.

Precisely how many cars will be trav-
eling that stretch is difficult to guess, 
but increased density all but guarantees 
increased traffic. So just how much the 
density increases could make a big dif-
ference.

Burdine said, “I’m not against rezon-
ing it, but I have to question which den-

sity is most appropriate.”
Burdine said the planning commis-

sion is limited to what they can say yes 
or no to. Rezoning is one of the main 
tools they use to steer development as 
they deem appropriate. However, adja-
cent land to this property has already 
been rezoned for a higher density. “If 
the plot touches the same type of zon-
ing, its hard to say no,” Burdine said.

During the preliminary public hear-
ing, Civil Site Design Group Principal 
Ryan Lovelace, the project’s engineer, 
said that D.R. Horton requested a defer-
ral. D.R. Horton is the builder on the 
project.

Since concerns were emerging about 
the increased traffic, the builders want-
ed to sit down with the Lebanon Spe-
cial School District and Mayor Rick 
Bell, among other officials, to draw up 
a site map that takes traffic factors into 
account.

Ward 1 Councilor Joey Carmack’s 
constituents include Nor th Castle 
Heights residents. Carmack says he’s 
eager to participate in site plan discus-
sions. At present, he’s still undecided 
how he will vote because he wants to 
get a more complete picture of the 
matter before going either way. “I like 
to see development. But I want to see 
smart growth.” he said.
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NASHVILLE — Tennessee is expand-
ing eligibility for COVID-19 vaccinations 
to teachers, as well as people who are at 
least 65 years old, beginning Monday.

Tennessee Health Commissioner Lisa 
Piercey announced the change in a vir-
tual news conference on Tuesday while 
acknowledging that some counties have 
already begun vaccinating those groups.

Piercey said some of the larger metro 
areas of the state are moving slower on 
vaccinating their populations. While the 
vaccines are allocated to Tennessee’s 95 
counties based on population, Piercey 
said some of the rural counties have a 
much lower rate of people wanting to be 
vaccinated and are developing a surplus.

“That is why we are pushing further, 
faster in those counties with the phases, 
because they have people who are eligi-
ble but don’t want it,” Piercey said.

Asked why the state doesn’t allocate 
some of the unwanted vaccine to the 
urban areas, Piercey said, “In order 
to be equitable and remain fair across 
the entire state, we are doing a popula-
tion-based allocation.”

Piercey said supply is the limiting fac-
tor in getting people vaccinated in the 
large counties, not staffing. Although 
she did not have an exact number, 
Piercey said she expects next week’s 
allocation of vaccines to Tennessee 

to be about 10% higher than in recent 
weeks, increasing to around 110,000 
doses. In addition, the Johnson & John-
son vaccine is expected to be approved 
soon, and Piercey said Tennessee could 
begin receiving that as early as the first 
week of March. Tennessee currently 
is distributing the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines.

In addition to the expanded age-based 
eligibility, people in the state’s 1b priority 
phase become eligible for vaccination 
on Monday. That includes K-12 teachers 
and child care workers. Workers at first 
responder agencies whose work does 
not involve significant public contact, 
such as dispatchers and administrative 
personnel, are also included. Airfield 
operations personnel, including air traf-
fic controllers, were added to the 1b cat-
egory on Tuesday.

The state is also working to make 
scheduling easier. Tennessee rolled out 
an online scheduling platform on Mon-
day that allows residents to schedule 
vaccinations at county health clinics but 
not private businesses like pharmacies. 
The platform is initially available for 
the 89 Tennessee counties that do not 
operate their own health departments 
but will be available for the metro areas 
that chose to use it in the next couple of 
weeks. Those people who do not have 
access to the Internet can continue to 
schedule by phone, Piercey said.
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Submitted

Tucker Vaughn, 16, and his sister Shayna, 8, sled down their neighbor’s driveway in Watertown on 
Wednesday. Vickie Vaughn took this photo of her children and posted it on the Lebanon Democrat’s 
Facebook page, where dozens of other submitted photos can be seen.
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