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WASHINGTON — It’s a consequential 
week for President Joe Biden’s agenda, 
as Democratic leaders trim back his $3.5 
trillion tax and spending package to win 
over remaining lawmakers and work to 
quickly pass legislation to avoid a federal 
shutdown.

Biden’s domestic agenda is hanging 
in the balance, at risk of collapse and 
political fallout if he and Democratic lead-

ers cannot pull their party 
together to deliver what 
could be a signature piece 
of legislation and the big-
gest overhaul of govern-
ment priorities in decades. 
Over the weekend, Biden 
personally spoke with law-
makers on possible steps, 
according to a White 
House official who requested anonymity 
to discuss the private conversations.

A n  e x p e c t e d  M o n -
day vote on a related $1 
trillion bipar tisan infra-
structure package is now 
postponed until Thurs-
day, amid ongoing nego-
tiations. More immedi-
ately, the Senate has a 
test vote set Monday to 
keep the gover nment 

funded and avert a federal debt default 
before Thursday’s fiscal yearend dead-

line. That measure stands to run into 
a blockade by Republican senators — 
ensuring lawmakers will have to tr y 
again later in the week.

“Let me just say, it’s an eventful week,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Sunday 
on ABC’s “This Week.”

Biden, Pelosi and Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer are deep into 
negotiations over the president’s broader 
proposal, which is being chiseled back to 
win over key senators and a few House 
lawmakers who have so far refused the 
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E
f forts to restore 
Pickett Chapel 
into a museum 

for local black history 
remain impassioned and 
underway. This weekend 
was no exception as 
guests flocked to Capitol 
Theatre for a night of fine 
dining, local cocktails 
and community coming 
together.

The event was hosted by the 
Wilson County Black History 
Committee and formally called 
Celebration of Pickett Chapel.

A critical part of the 
restoration project requires 
raising enough money for the 
WCBHC’s portion of a $50,000 
match grant. Representatives 
from the WCBHC hope the 
Saturday night fundraiser 
helps get them to where they 
need to be.

For the guests in attendance 
though, it was a night to recall 
fond memories from Pickett 
Chapel. Several of the people in 
the audience had been members 
of Pickett Chapel predating its 
move to Pickett Rucker UMC.

One of those congregants 
was Pauline Holmes. Holmes 
was born in Lebanon and raised 
going to Pickett Chapel.

“Going there as a child was 
a beautiful thing,” Holmes 
said. “There were activities for 

children of all ages. The church 
made sure kids and the whole 
family were engaged.”

Holmes was attending 
Saturday’s event with her 
husband, John. While John 
Holmes isn’t from Lebanon 

originally, he said he “married 
into the church.”

He’s also glad to see such 
effort being undertaken to 
preserve a vital component of 
the city’s history. “With so much 
getting built around it, I’m glad 

someone is working to save 
what’s already there,” he said.

Speaking before the audience 
was Phil Hodge, the state 
archaeologist. He explained 

BY CHANDLER INIONS
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The organizer of an independent hor-
ror film festival believes he’s found just 
the right place, Lebanon’s Capitol The-
atre.

The Macabre Faire Film Festival 
starts Thursday and runs through the 
weekend. It will feature 100 films, sem-
inars, meet-and-greets, a red carpet and 
awards for the different horror catego-
ries.

Festival founder and director Adam 
Ginsberg started Twitch Twitch Pro-
ductions with his wife Elsie Mar ti-

nez-Ginsberg when the couple lived in 
New York. Over the years what began 
as a haunted house in the backyard 
grew into an official, judged film festival 
by 2012.

Called the “Sundance with Fangs,” 
by Newsday Long Island, the festival 
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Faith-based groups — many of them 
longtime advocates for a more welcom-
ing immigration policy — have been 
scrambling to keep up with fast-paced 
developments in the Haitian migrant cri-
sis, trying to assist those in need while 
assailing the harsh Border Patrol tactics 
employed against them.

Before thousands of Haitian migrants 
dispersed last week from a camp in the 
border city of Del Rio, Texas, a coalition 

of churches and other groups was pro-
viding them with sandwiches, water and 
other essentials. Since dispersing, many 
of the migrants have received help from 
faith-based groups in Houston and El 
Paso as they seek to connect with rela-
tives and sponsors throughout the Unit-
ed States.

Immigration hardliners criticize some 
of the efforts by religious activists, say-
ing their efforts encourage still more 
migrants to come. But those providing 
the assistance see it as an extension 
of their religious mandate to help the 
needy.

“We are apolitical,” said Carlos Villar-
eal, a Houston-area leader in the Church 

Biden, Congress face big week
Infrastructure, domestic agenda, shutdown all in play

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER PICKETT CHAPEL
Wilson County  
Black History 
Committee 

hosts fundraiser

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Bill Moss, standing, checks in on a table at the Celebration of Pickett Chapel event at the Capitol Theatre in Lebanon on Saturday night. All funds 
raised from the dinner and party went to restoring the famed Pickett Chapel, located just off Lebanon’s downtown square.

Horror film festival slated 

for its debut in Lebanon
4-day Macabre Faire will 
be held at Capitol Theatre

Faith groups aid migrants, 
denounce mistreatment

Hardliners criticize 
religious activists
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