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Do Lebanon’s new zoning 
designations create more con-
fusion than they solve?

At least one resident thinks 
so.

The Lebanon City Council 
held a public hearing prior to 
its regularly-scheduled meet-
ing on Tuesday at Lebanon 
City Hall to receive comments 
about four measures it pre-
pared to vote on.

An ordinance to amend 
the future land use plan, by 
changing the naming conven-

tion of residen-
tial land uses, 
was intended 
t o  s i m p l i f y 
the process, 
according to 
Lebanon Plan-
ning Director 
Paul Corder.

“We’ve been 
h e a r i n g  a 
lot of confusion about how 
they are currently named, 
which is the ‘suburban’ and 
‘low-density,’ so we have just 
changed it to list the num-
ber of units (permitted) per 

acre,” Corder 
said.

T h e  n e w 
zones reflect 
the number of 
units per acre 
permitted in 
each zone. For 
example, the 
old suburban 
l o w - d e n s i t y 

district will now be called res-
idential 2 units per acre. In its 
abbreviated format, that district 
will be referred to as FLH2.

“We have FL for ‘Future 
land use,’ and H stands for 

‘housing,’ and then, the num-
ber is how many units per 
acre,” Corder said.

Derek Dodson, of Chapman 
Drive, aired concern that the 
city was setting itself up for 
trouble down the road by not 
distinguishing between subur-
ban and urban districts.

Previous designations had 
two separate zonings for 
suburban low-density and 
low-density. Now it’s more cut 
and dry, with zones strictly 
indicating permitted units per 
acre.

Lebanon clears air on zoning 
names, creates historic district
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The Wilson County Commission 
voted to approve multiple appoint-
ments to the county’s planning com-
mission during a regu-
lar-scheduled meeting 
at the Wilson County 
Courthouse on Mon-
day evening.

Officially, the com-
mission voted to con-
firm Wilson County 
Mayor Randall Hutto’s 
appointments. The four 
appointees include 
county commissioner 
Terry Ashe, Margaret 
Dixon, John Jewell and 
Eric Thompson.

Dixon is a real estate 
agent with Crye-Leike 
Realtors in the Mt. 
Juliet office. She is also 
a member of the board 
of directors for South-
ern Bank of Tennessee.

Thompson joined 
the planning commis-
sion in 2017, filling 
the unexpired term 
of Tommy Williams. 
Thompson has lived 
in Lebanon since 1990 
and is a graduate of the 
University of Tennes-
see. He began working 
for the Wilson Coun-
ty Vocation Center 
in 1974, which later 
became Prospect, Inc.

Jewell has been an 
organizer of the Water-
town Jazz Festival for 
years in addition to 
being a former Water-
town Fire Chief. He has 
previously served on the 
planning commission.

Ashe is a former Wilson County 
Sheriff and currently serves as a coun-
ty commissioner representing District 
12. He has previously served as part of 
the planning commission as well.

Each individual is appointed for a 
four-year term.
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O
ne Wilson County 
veteran’s Christmas 
came a little early 

this year after a nationwide 
home-improvement project 
brought her a whole new roof.

On Dec. 22, a crew from 
Old Hickory’s Tim Leeper 
Roofing installed a new roof 
for Shatena Cowan, a U.S. 
Army National Guard veteran. 
The project was part of the 
Owens Corning National Roof 
Deployment Project.

The Roof Deployment Proj-
ect was established in 2016 
by Owens Corning Roofing 
and its platinum contractors 
to identify, honor and help 

protect veterans by installing 
new roofs.

“When I found out, let me 
tell you, I couldn’t believe it,” 
a tearful Cowan said. “This 
kind of thing has never hap-
pened to me before. You see 
the different stuff people give 
to others, out of the goodness 
of their heart, but you just 
never think it could actually 
happen to you.

“I just feel so blessed and 
happy.”

Cowan was chosen because 
of her military service. She 
was in the Army National 
Guard for approximately 10 
years.

Up on the housetop ...

Veteran gifted a new roof in time for Christmas

Submitted photos

An elated Shatena Cowan gives a huge thumbs-up to the crew from Tim Leeper Roofing that replaced her roof on Wednesday. Cowan 
was selected from a list of veterans in Wilson County as the beneficiary of a new roof.

It took the crew a little more than half the day to completely strip 
and replace Shatena Cowan’s roof at her residence on Pharaoh 
Drive in Lebanon.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MUSKOGEE, Okla. — An Oklaho-

ma sixth-grader was honored by law 
enforcement and school officials for 
his heroic actions not just once, but 
twice in the same day.

Earlier this month, Davyon John-
son used the Heimlich maneuver on a 
classmate choking on a bottle cap at his 
school. Later that same day, he helped 
a woman escape from a burning house, 
the Muskogee Phoenix reported.

Last week, Davyon was named an 
honorary member of the police and 
sheriff ’s departments at the Musk-
ogee Board of Education meeting, the 
newspaper reported.

Sixth-grader 
praised for 

heroism twice 
in one day
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