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Local law enforcement are not 
planning to issue any citations or 
arrests related to Wilson Coun-
ty Mayor Randall Hutto’s mask 
mandate, which took effect just 
before Monday morning.

“Our position is, we’ll contin-
ue to educate the public on the 
use of masks and proper social 
distancing, “ Sgt. P.J. Hardy with 
the Lebanon Police Department 
said. “I know it’s a mandate by 

the county, but we don’t have a 
Tennessee Code (TCA) or legal 
code.”

Hardy added that corporate 
stores like Walmart and Kro-
ger that are requiring masks do 
have legal authority, so officers 
can remove people from those 
locations if they refuse to wear a 
mask inside.

“We’re going to try and avoid 
citations and arrests at all costs,” 
Hardy said. “But if something 
were to escalate into an unruly 

situation in a store we might 
have to intervene. All the patrol 
officers are also carrying extra 
masks they can distribute on 
their routes.”

The Wilson County Sher-

if f ’s Of fice is taking a similar 
approach, which Sherif f Rob-
ert Bryan said is meant to keep 
COVID-19 from spreading with-
out punishing residents.

“My primary concern during 

the spread of the virus is the 
safety and welfare of every Wil-
son County Citizen,” Bryan said 
in a statement sent to the Dem-
ocrat. “There are many people 
that are at a high risk because of 
underlying health issues and we 
encourage each of you to make 
the right choice … we will not 
be enforcing written citations 
or fines but we will continue to 
educate and communicate the 
necessary measures to slow the 
spread of the virus.”

No citations for mask mandate violators
Residents divided on mayor’s executive order

BY THE NUMBERS: COVID-19

On Monday, the state reported 1,628 COVID-19 cases in Wilson 

County, up from 1,601 on Sunday and 1,457 on Friday. Deaths are 

now 19.

Statewide, the total number of cases is 79,754, up from 78,115 on 

Sunday. The death toll is 847, up from 843 Sunday.

BY LISA MASCARO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump insisted “good 
things” were underway on the next 
COVID-19 aid package Monday 
as he met with Republican con-
gressional leaders, but new divi-
sions between the Senate GOP 
and the White House posed fresh 
challenges as the crisis worsened 
and emergency relief was soon  
expiring.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell has been prepared to 
roll out the $1 trillion package in 
a matter of days. But the adminis-
tration criticized more virus test-
ing money and interjected other 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Vietnam veteran Mike Garri-
son spends about five hours a 
day in his Lebanon wood shop 
as a hobby, and now looks to 
share his work with the com-
munity after meeting a family 
that survived the March 3 tor-
nado.

Par t of Gar rison’s work 
involves scouting the coun-
ty for wood, and a 50-foot tree 
that fell in Glenn Smith’s yard 
after the tornado fit the bill. 
A few weeks ago, the Smiths 
were surprised to see Garrison 
return with a handcrafted bowl 
in tow.

“I stopped by there to get 
some of the wood, and he let 
me have whatever I wanted,” 
Garrison said. “I thought it 
would be nice to make him a 
bowl out of that tree. It was a 
catalpa tree, which is kind of 
unusual to have one that big. I 
wanted to get my hands on it, 

so I stopped by and asked him.”
Garrison spent weeks work-

ing on the bowl using a lathe 
and is currently making anoth-
er for Smith’s son Brandon. He 

picked up woodworking in ear-
nest about three years ago when 
he received the lathe as a gift 
from a friend in Louisiana but 
considers it a lifelong passion.

“If I got a piece of wood, just 
like Mr. Smith sent me that 
wood, I’m going to make him 
something,” Garrison said. “It’s 
my way of saying thank you, I 
guess.”

Along with bowls, Garrison 
has crafted items like candle 
holders, baskets and even his 
wood shop itself. Oftentimes, 
he starts a project without a 
goal in mind and discovers the 
best option along the way.

“A lot of it’s trial and error, 
but when you star t putting 
something together you know,” 
he said. “You just laminate it 
together, then turn it.”

Before he started working 
with a lathe, Garrison also craft-
ed bows and arrows to send to 

Carving out a place in the community 
Local woodworker 
helps family find 

peace after tornado 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Vietnam veteran Mike Garrison uses wood from his family farm in Smith County and from around Wilson County to craft a variety of pieces, 
which he keeps in a wood shop behind his Lebanon home.

Local woodcarver Mike  
Garrison’s signature is visible on 
each of his pieces, including this 
bowl he created for Glenn Smith 
from a tree that fell in his yard 
during the March 3 tornado.
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Trump faces 
divisions with 
Senate GOP 
on virus aid

New relief hoped for 
by end of month

BY JOYCE M. ROSENBERG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Ever since the 
U.S. government launched its 
emergency lending program for 
small businesses on April 3, there 
have been complaints that big-
ger companies had their loans 
approved and disbursed more 
quickly.

There is now evidence to back 
up those complaints.

An Associated Press analysis of 
Small Business Administration’s 
$659 billion Paycheck Protection 
Program shows that nearly a third 
of the loans approved in the pro-
gram’s first week ranged from 

Big companies 
got coronavirus 

loans first
Many small businesses 
left out, heard nothing
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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