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The Lebanon City Council discussed an 
ordinance that would update its Americans 
with Disabilities Act Transition Plan from 
2004 at its work session held Thursday.

In addition to meeting new accessibility 
standards, the update would make sure the 
city stays eligible for federal and state grant 
programs.

Representatives from consulting firm 

Kimley-Horn attended the meeting to dis-
cuss the proposed framework, which has an 
estimated cost of $326,800 associated with 
facility evaluation according to a copy of the 
plan.

“Since 2004, lots of stuff has changed,” 
Andy Gillespie of Kimley-Horn said. 
“There’s some new laws that have passed 
that change some regulations, so this docu-
ment is a proposal to update (Lebanon’s 
existing) document.”

Under the plan, city-owned buildings, 
parks and areas like sidewalks and bridges 
would be reviewed for compliance with ADA 
standards from 2010 and accessibility guide-

lines from 2011. The city would then work to 
make any necessary modifications over the 
next five years.

“Back in 2004, we had a study done for 
each of our buildings and things that weren’t 
quite accessible,” Lebanon Engineering 
Director Regina Santana said. “That’s how 
the ramp (into city hall) got built, one of 
the utility windows that’s lower, that’s why. 
There’s a lot of things that we’ve done that 
other cities are just now going to be looking 
at and starting to work on, so we’re worlds 
away from what most cities are doing.”
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City looks to update 
ADA plan after 15 years
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Facility evaluation costs 
estimated at $326,800

Michael Scalf paced around the 
ticket booth while speaking into 
his walkie-talkie. On the other end, 
a voice asked about the visitors 
waiting to drive inside the venue. 
Scalf suggested they wait until it 
got darker.

Scalf, owner of The Dancing 
Lights of Christmas display at the 
James E. Ward Agricultural Center, 
945 E. Baddour Parkway, said he 
and his family have been produc-

ing the light show for years but 
have only recently brought it to 
Lebanon.

“We started here three years 
ago; we were in Nashville for seven 
years,” said Scalf. “We’re not a 
giant corporation or anything, it’s 
just me and my family.”

Scalf said he owns several other 
light show productions staged 
throughout the southeast United 
States. He pointed out the direction  
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Family-run show at fairgrounds delights visitors

Photos by Rima Austin • Lebanon Democrat

Charley and Amanda Ray watch as their daughter rides the bungee jump attraction at Santa’s Village located within The Dancing Lights 
of Christmas event at the James E. Ward Agricultural Center in Lebanon.

Cars slowly drive through light display at the Lebanon fair-
grounds while music, synchronized with the dancing lights, 
plays through their stereos.

Alive Hospice provides home 
health care to thousands of patients 
each year, and while some have fami-
lies looking out for them, others are 
facing the struggle of a Christmas 
without their loved ones.

However, the nonprofit’s volun-
teer network works throughout the 
year to build relationships with the 
patients, which helps them look for-
ward to spending the holiday season 
with someone special no matter the 
circumstances.

“If they’re a patient whose family 
doesn’t live close by, or if they don’t 
have any family, it means a lot for 
them to have volunteers with them 
around Christmas,” said Director of 
Volunteer Services Renee Wisby. “It’s 
about companionship and socializa-
tion. They’ll come in and play a board 
game, watch TV, read them a book. 
It’s a huge benefit for patients who 
live alone.”
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Alive Hospice 
volunteers build 

bonds with patients  

“You’ll shoot your eye out,” is 
the popular line from the movie “A 
Christmas Story.” Fans of the movie 
will be glad to know Center Stage 
Theatre Company in Lebanon will 
be producing a musical by the same 
name at the June and Bill Heydel 
Fine Arts Center at Cumberland Uni-
versity this weekend.

Center Stage Artistic Director 
Mitchell Vantrease, who is the direc-
tor of the musical, said his group is 
a community theater that has been 
in Lebanon for almost four years. He 
said it is not hard for people to find 
them online.

“We have a Facebook page 
and a social media presence,” said 
Vantrease. “We are building a web-
site but anyone can reach us on Face-
book, Instagram and Twitter.”

Vantrease said producing a musi-
cal is much harder than producing a 
regular play.

“This is our first musical,” said 
Vantrease. “It’s expensive to produce 
a musical because you have to buy 
the rights for the music. Costumes 
are a big deal too. We have some 
people who change five or six times  
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CU campus
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A Christmas favorite 
runs this weekend

Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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