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L
ast Saturday, Trousdale 
County lost long-time 
resident and advocate 

Eleanor Ford who left an 

indelible mark on many in the 
local community.

Her influence and unending 
energy made a lasting 
impression on Trousdale 
County that isn’t expected to 
soon fade away.

Although Ford was born in 
Louisville, Kentucky, on Nov. 
30, 1924, Hartsville became 
the home that she tirelessly 
worked to better.

“She did so much for our 
town and all the people around 
her,” said Trousdale County 
Mayor Jack McCall. “I have 
never known anyone like her.”

Trousdale County Director 
of Schools Clint Satterfield 
added, “Mrs. Ford was a very 
special lady who did a lot for 
our community.”

According to those 
who knew her best, Ford 

A life well-lived

Eleanor Ford was born on Nov. 30, 1924, in Louisville, Kentucky, but 
made her home in Hartsville. She was an advocate for Trousdale 
County and left an indelible mark on the community.
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Ford remembered for  

her influence and impact
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The train has left the station, and 
the next stop will be at the Harts-
ville Church of Christ on Dec. 17.

The Polar Express makes anoth-
er round this Christmas, featur-
ing special guests Santa and Mrs. 
Claus.

Tickets for the event will be 
handed out during the Hartsville 
Christmas parade on Saturday, but 
tickets will also be available at the 
door.

“All tickets are free,” said Harts-
ville Church of Christ minister and 
Polar Express conductor Jerry 
Burchett. “You don’t have to have 
a ticket to come, but you do have 
to have a ticket to get in. So, if you 
did not get a ticket beforehand, 
magically, you will receive a one at 
the door if you come.

“As the conductor, I will walk 
around with a clicker in my hand, 
like the one Tom Hanks used 
in the (“Polar Express”) movie, 
and when the guests first come 
through, they will get their ticket 
punched.”

Each year, the Polar Express 
draws a sizable crowd, as the 
church serves the community.
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The Tennessee Department of 
Education (TDOE) released the 
2021-2022 State Report Card on 
Nov. 28, detailing how well local 
public schools and districts per-
formed statewide.

The report card contains gen-
eral information in multiple cat-
egories, includ-
ing achievement, 
growth, chronical-
ly out of school, 
graduation rate, 
ready graduate, 
and overall suc-
cess rate.

“ W i t h  t h e 
re lease  o f  the 
s t a t e  r e p o r t 
card, Tennessee continues our 
firm commitment to provid-
ing families with clear, action-
able information on how our 
districts and schools are serv-
ing students,” said Tennessee 
Commissioner of Education 
Penny Schwinn. “The repor t 
card allows stakeholders to 
access years wor th of mean-
ingful data through an inter-
active, easy-to-navigate online 
platform, and now, the latest 
data is available to help Ten-
nesseans to explore and learn 
about their local schools and 
districts.”

Next stop ... 
Hartsville
Polar Express 

event returns after 
a 2-year hiatus

TCS earns 
‘strong 

scores’ from 
TDOE

Clint 
satterfield
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H artsville business owner Regina 
White first began the Trousdale 
County Christmas for Kids 

program nearly 40 years ago, which 
since, has faithfully served local children 
and their families who are experiencing 
financial hardship.

Since 2015, the program has been 
run as a joint venture between the 
Hartsville Rotary Club and the nonprofit 
organization Just Hope to help deliver a 
merry Christmas to local children in need.

“Rotary does the program in 
conjunction with Just Hope,” said 
Hartsville Rotary Club President Chris 
Gregory. “Just Hope basically provides the 
financial oversight, and the Rotary Club 
provides the manpower.”

But each year, the undertaking depends 
on the generous donations of local 
businesses, individuals, and volunteers 

who are willing to make a difference in the 
lives of underprivileged children.

“The volunteers are amazing people,” 
said Hartsville resident and parent Alyssa 
McDonald. “These people are genuine. 
They are people who really want to help 
kids.”

Gregory added, “We couldn’t make it 
happen without the volunteers from our 
community.”

With six children, McDonald and her 
husband know all too well the difficulties 
of making ends meet while trying to 
provide a nice Christmas for their family.

“I signed up for Christmas for Kids 
again this year, because, honestly, we’re 
struggling right now,” said McDonald. 
“We’ve participated in the program for 
six years. The struggle is real for many 
people.”

Christmas for Kids not only provides 
children with toys, but it also provides 
much-needed clothing items.

“Parents are given a bag (for each child) 

with brand new clothes, shoes, and a coat 
in it,” said McDonald. “Then, the parents 
get to shop for toys for their kids. You get 
three or four toys a per child. It’s really 
awesome.”

In the past, children who were signed 
up to participate in Christmas for Kids 
were taken to local stores to shop for gifts 
before Christmas. But in recent years, 
the program has had a paradigm shift and 
now has parents pick up donated items 
for their children at a central location so 
that the presents can be placed under the 
Christmas tree.

“Many other organizations choose 
the toys that the children receive, 
and sometimes, the toys may not be 
appropriate for the child,” said McDonald. 
“With Christmas for Kids, parents get 
to shop for their kids. And with parents 
picking up the presents, they can all be 
put under the tree for Christmas morning. 

Just getting started

Christmas for Kids is in 40th year of helping families

Roxanne Lambert/Hartsville Vidette

The Trousdale County Christmas for Kids program with be distributing toys and children’s clothing items to local families who are experi-
encing financial hardship on Dec. 20 at the Trousdale County High School auditorium.
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