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After taking a look back into 
the first three months of the 
year in our Thursday edition, we 
— the editorial staff of the Leb-
anon Democrat — continue our 
glance back at some of the top 
happenings in Wilson County in 
2022 by focusing on what took 
place from April through June.

APRIL
School libraries  
require parental  
consent for book

As a result of a Wilson County 
Schools Board of Education’s deci-
sion, “Eleanor and Park,” remains 
in circulation in the district’s high 
school libraries, with a caveat for 
middle-school students.

If a middle-school student wants 

to check out the book, they have to 
first get permission from their par-
ents or guardians.

A committee for reviewing titles in 
school libraries was formed in 2021.

Bart Barker, the WCS public infor-
mation officer, indicated that the 
school board was entertaining the 
notion of creating a “mature reader 
list.”

Middle school teacher 
 joins prestigious club

A Mt. Juliet Middle School 
social studies teacher was rec-
ognized with a Milken Educator 
Award.

Tyler Hallstedt was the first 
teacher from Wilson County to 
receive the recognition. There 
are more than 2,800 former 
recipients.

The foundation actively seeks 
out possible candidates for the 
award through a confidential 
selection process. There are no 
nominees.

Lebanon selects new fire chief
Lebanon announced that Jason 

Baird would formally take over 
the city’s fire department for out-
going chief Chris Dowell in May.

Baird has served on the Leba-
non Fire Department for almost 
34 years and started his career 

in Lebanon.
He rose through the ranks 

from lieutenant, to captain, 
to assistant chief before the 

announcement was made.

One shot, one found  
dead in Mt. Juliet

A 911 call was made in refer-
ence to a male individual who 
had possibly been shot at Cedar 
Creek Marina. Mt. Juliet Police 
Department and Wilson Coun-
ty Sherif f ’s Of fice personnel 
arrived on scene, where they 
found the man who had been 
shot.

According to authorities, the 
individual who was shot made 
reference to another individual 
seen at the scene in a camper.

Inside of the camper, the 
Wilson County Sheriff ’s Office 
found an individual who was 
deceased and subsequently 
called in detectives to conduct an 
investigation.

The cause of the individual’s 
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The Wilson County Schools Board 
of Education decided to allow Toni 
Morrison’s “The Bluest Eye” to 
remain in circulation in the dis-
trict’s high school libraries. Anoth-
er book, “Eleanor and Park,” by 
Rainbow Rowell, will require 
parental permission to check out 
for middle schoolers moving for-
ward.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Dr. Jane Foley of the Milken Family Foundation (at right) and Tennessee 
Gov. Bill Lee (at left) commend Mt. Juliet Middle School teacher Tyler 
Hallstedt for his selection as a Milken Educator.
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After opening i ts  f irst 
restaurant in 
Lebanon  on 
Friday morn-
ing, the local 
Chipotle Mex-
ican Grill was 
abuzz within 
15 minutes of 
its doors open-
ing.

L o c a t e d 
at 620 South 

Cumberland St., the restau-
rant  is  a lready drawing 
crowds. Shor tly after the 
doors were unlocked, general 
manager Rachel Kaulay said 
that the opening was going 
well and that Chipotle was 

excited to be in Lebanon.
Kaulay was hired in mid-

2022 after the company 
announced the new location 
at the beginning of the year.

“When I was looking for a 
job I wanted to look for a com-
pany that stood by their peo-
ple, and Chipotle does a lot for 
their employees,” Kaulay said. 
“They have excellent benefits, 

and on top of that, they take a 
lot of pride in their food.”

Chipotle is an American 
chain of fast casual restau-
rants specializing in bowls, 
tacos and Mission burritos 
that are made to order in 
front of the customer.

Kaulay said that they know 
where all of their vegetables 
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Three 15-year-olds were taken 
into police custody after burglar-
izing vehicles in Mt. Juliet.

The suspects came into Mt. 
Juliet in a black Honda Ridgeline 
stolen out of Nashville and bur-
glarized a total of 19 vehicles after 
entering the city. All three individ-
uals remain in secure custody.

Each of the teenagers were 
charged with 19 counts of theft 
from a vehicle, possession of bur-
glary tools, possession of a stolen 
vehicle, felony possession of mar-
ijuana, and simple possession of 
a legend drug. One of the teens 
was also charged with unlawful 
possession of a firearm.

“We got a call of possible bur-
glaries in progress,” Mt. Juliet 
Police Police Department Public 
Information Officer Tyler Chan-
dler said. “Our officers quickly 

got out there, saw them engaged 
in an active burglar y of a car. 
When they saw the police car 
coming around the corner, they 
immediately took off.”

The call about suspicious activ-
ity near hotels along Crossing 
Circle came at around 3:45 a.m. 
When of ficers arrived on the 
scene, the individuals quickly ran.

One of the suspects held a 
handgun in their hand as they 
fled. The armed individual was 
quickly apprehended.

“They set up a perimeter to 
locate the other two,” Chandler 
said. “We also sent out a text 
aler t, which is always helpful 
because it lets the community 
know what we’re looking for so 
if they see something suspicious 
they can call us.”

A motorist driving down Mt. 
Juliet Road saw two people run-
ning across the overpass toward 
the Exxon gas station and called 
the police to report the sighting.

“We knew that that was likely 
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Taking a trek out on to the 
trails of Tennessee State Parks is 
a hobby that many of the state’s 
residents have spent a lifetime 
enjoying.

As 2023 begins, state parks 
will host First Day Hikes, a way 
for people to start their year out 
in nature.

Cedars of Lebanon Park Rang-
er Jesse Germeraad will lead this 
year’s hike down the park’s new 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA)-compliant trail so that 
everyone can enjoy New Year’s 

Day outdoors.
“ I t  r a n g e s 

across the state 
as far as what peo-
ple do,” Germer-
aad said. “Some 
of them start as a 
midnight hike, or 
a New Years Eve 
hike, and it ends 
a f ter  midnight 

and some of them are shor t 
walks.”

The First Day Hikes are a 
part of the five annual signature 
hikes put on Tennessee State 
Parks, which are free to the pub-
lic.

“It’s a chance for people to 
get out and be active for a little 
bit and see our park’s nature,” 

Teens charged with theft
Arrests follow Mt. 

Juliet car burglaries

Buzzing for a new restaurant
Chipotle opens  
its 1st location 

in Lebanon

By Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

The first Chipotle location in Lebanon opened on Friday. Employ-
ees prepared customized meals for customers that filled the 
restaurant shortly after it opened.

Rachel 
Kaulay

Taking to the trails
State parks program 
to help people start 

the new year outside

Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

Two visitors approach the mouth of Jackson’s Cave in Cedars of Lebanon State park.

Jesse 
Germeraad
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