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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Traffic fatalities are on the rise 
in Tennessee, climbing 8.1% over 
the past five years according to 
the Department of Safety, and 
Wilson County deaths are up by 
17 from this time last year.

Tennessee Highway Patrol 
(THP) Public Information Officer 
Lt. Bill Miller said traffic deaths 
across the state in 2019 averaged 
about 94 per month, with 1,121 in 
total.

“We are up 92 traffic deaths 
since this time last year,” Mill-
er said. “There are not enough 
police officers to catch every bad 
driver out there.”

However, THP and the Wil-
son County Sheriff’s Department 
work in tandem to make sure 
area roads are as safe as possible.

Sgt. John Grinder said the 
sheriff’s department ran impaired 
driver saturation on New Year’s 
Eve, with extra patrols around the  
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NASHVILLE — While Tennes-
see’s new law allowing would-be 
gun owners to get a concealed 
carry handgun permit with video 
training is consuming most of the 
attention, here are some of the 
other 17 laws taking effect Jan. 1:

• The “Right to Shop” health 
insurance price transparency law, 
sponsored by Rep. Robin Smith, 
R-Hixson, will allow people with 
commercial health insurance 
plans to access a member por-
tal in their insurance plan where 
they can shop and compare health 
care service prices as they look 
to lower costs in four catego-
ries: medical imaging work such 
as X-rays or CT scans, infusion 
therapy involving administration 
of medication through a needle 
or catheter, physical therapy and 
occupational therapy.

“It is a new way to approach 
health care that hopefully will cor-
rect some of the issues causing 
health care [costs] to increase,” 
said Smith, a registered nurse  
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HOW TO GO VOTE  
IN WILSON COUNTY

• Voter registration for the 
March 3 election runs through 
Feb. 3, and can be completed at 
www.WilsonElections.com.

• Early voting schedule: Feb. 
12-25, Monday through Friday 8 

a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

• Early voting locations: Wil-
son County Election Commis-
sion (203 E. Main St., Lebanon), 
Mt. Juliet Community Center 
(1075 Charlie Daniels Parkway, 
Mt. Juliet), Gladeville Commu-
nity Center (95 McCrary Road, 
Lebanon), Lighthouse Church 

(6141 Saundersville Road, Mt. 
Juliet — closes 5 p.m. Wednes-
days), Watertown Community 
Center (8630 Sparta Pike, Water-
town), Statesville WEMA Station 
(7239 Greenvale Road, Water-
town — only Feb. 24-25)

• Election Day voting will 
take place at 18 vote centers 
located throughout the county at 
sites near high-traffic areas, rath-
er than an assigned polling place 
— details available from Wilson 
County Election Commission

Wilson County voters are 

heading to the polls once early 
voting opens on Feb. 12, and 
their voices will impact much 
more than the presidential  
primaries.

Also on the March 3 election 
ballot are the first local Repub-
lican primaries in years, and a 
referendum on a half-cent sales 
tax increase that would be used 
to fund approximately $4 million 
in raises for teachers.

“The most important thing  
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Sales tax referendum, Republican 
primary elections on ballot for March

Highway Patrol 
reports more traffic 

and more deaths

N
ew Year’s Day is a time of reflection, 
and many find themselves setting 
resolutions and goals to achieve 

over the next 12 months.
For the county’s public figures, those 

may involve spending more time with 
family, staying in shape or diving into 
an old hobby. But on the other side of 
the coin, they represent roadmaps for 
education, a vision for their city or even 
legislative priorities.

Here’s a look at the personal and 
professional goals for some of Wilson 
County’s officials as they head into 2020:

Bernie Ash — 
Lebanon Mayor

Personally, I want to 
spend more time with 
family and try to relax a 
little bit. As mayor, we’ve 
got a lot to do here. We 
started three years ago 
trying to plan for growth, 
and we’re going to continue 
to do that.

My goals for the future are to 
make sure we meet the development 
standards set in the Comprehensive 
Plan, the South Hartmann Drive Study 
and the Sparta Pike Study. We’re also 
working on traffic as we speak, and have 
recently hired a new traffic engineer to 
help with turn lanes and other projects. 
We just want Lebanon to be a better 
place to live.

Necole Bell — 
Lebanon Wilson 
Chamber of Commerce 
Chairman of the Board

My number one goal for 
2020 is more time around 
the dinner table. So much is 
learned by sharing a family 
meal. Even as our daughter 
has gotten older we still 
always ask, “what was 
the best part of your day” 
and “what was the worst?” 
Home cooked meals and 
conversations with the ones I 
love are at the top of my list.

Fred Burton — 
Lebanon City Council, 
Ward 2

I’m working on sidewalks 
for my constituents in Ward 

2, and I used to be an avid fisherman so I’m 
trying to get back into that.

Joey Carmack — 
Lebanon City Council, 
Ward 1

For 2020 I look forward 
to continuing to serve the 
citizens of Ward 1 and 
the entire city to the best 
of my ability. I want to 
continue working on our 
infrastructure, continue 
to focus on smart growth 

and continue to make sure that our 
city is safe with the correct amount of 
safety provided by our police and fire 
departments.

This city is growing tremendously, and 
with that there calls for the need of more 
police and fire presence. I also want to 
look into adding a few more emergency 
call boxes along the trails at Don Fox 
Park. With there already being some of 
the emergency boxes present, this would 
not only ease the minds of park goers but 
also help the patrol units in the park.

Randall Hutto — 
Wilson County Mayor

The county goals are to 
continue working toward 
strong education, public 
safety and quality of life. 
Those have been our 
mainstays from day one. 
Most of all, we want this to 
be the best county to live in 
the state of Tennessee, and 

for the people of Wilson County to feel 
pride in where they are.

For me, I want to work on getting my 
chief financial officer (CFO) certification 
through County Technical Assistance 
Service (CTAS). Most of our finance office 
has that, and I feel like by meeting that I 
can have the best tools to help make sure 
we’re financially sound.

Personally, I want to continue to be 
physically active, maintain good health 
and set an example for others, and I want 
to spend more time with my family while 

I’m here on Earth. Lastly, 
I want to be helpful overall 
to my fellow man, and not 
be too busy to do so.

Mike Jennings — 
Watertown Mayor

I don’t usually make 
resolutions, but if I did I 
would say to make this the 
best year ever.

Steve Jones — 
Chairman, Lebanon 
Special School District 
Board of Education

I want to be kinder 
to people. That’s what 
we work on daily in our 
schools.

Mark 
Pody — 

Tennessee State Sen., 
District 17

I want to continue to 
represent the same Biblical 
values I’ve been trying to 
promote in Tennessee, 
including taking a stand for 
the life of the unborn.

Justin Smith 
— Wilson County 
Commissioner, District 
25

I would like to start off 
the New Year with what 
some would call hitting the 
reset button. It’s that time 
of year when everyone at 
some point in their lives 
might mention or set a New 

Year’s resolution, so here is mine.
First off, what is hitting the reset 

button? It’s to restart or reset. Maybe 
restart a broken friendship. How about 
restart that workout plan that I drifted 
away from? Or restart/reset by saying I’m 
sorry even though you might not have 
been the one in the wrong. But the most 
important, I believe, is restarting and 
growing closer to God.

We can all probably take a step back 
and think of a way we could restart 
something in our daily lives. So I want to 
challenge everyone for 2020 to maybe hit 
the restart/reset button on whatever it 
may be that is holding you back.

Diane Weathers 
— Wilson County 
Commissioner, District 
16

I want to see us get 
to work on building the 
new jail, because we’re 
overcrowded and we’re 
going to have to put these 
people somewhere. Overall, 
I’m just hoping we can spend 

the year getting things done that benefit 
everyone, not just a portion of the county.
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County officials share goals for the new year
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