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The Lebanon Democrat asked 
candidates for the Lebanon 
Special School District Board of 
Education to tell readers why they 
are running for office and how 
they would address the challenges 
facing the district.

Joel Thacker and James “Jay” 
White are vying for the board’s 
single open seat, which current 
member Andy Brummett is 
retiring from.

The election is on Aug. 6, and 

early voting is now underway. For 
more information, go to www.
wilsonelections.com.

JOEL LEWIS THACKER
Age: 46
Spouse: Jo Ellen Thacker
Child: Bretton Belle Thacker, 13
Highest level of education 

attained: Master’s Degree
Question 1: What makes you the 

best candidate for the position?
I am the best candidate for 

this position 
because I have the 
experience as a 
previous Level 5 
Tennessee School 
Board Association 
(TSBA) Board 
Member. My  
time on the  
LSSD School 
Board was positive 
and includes a review and  
update of the policy and 
procedures, an establishment of 
a nepotism policy and an updated 
summary of the superinten-

dent’s position 
qualifications.

I work daily 
with kids through 
my ministry 
at West Haven 
Baptist Church as 
Student Minister. 
In addition, I 
have served as 
President of Wilson 

County CASA. My community 
service also includes involvement 
in the Wilson County Big Brother 
Program, Vice President of PTO, 
and in Leadership Wilson Class of 

2004. I will be a conservative voice, 
a Christian voice and a voice for 
students, teachers and parents.

Question 2: What do you see as 

the greatest challenge facing LSSD 

and how would you address it?
The greatest challenge we 

currently face is the COVID-19 
crisis and safely opening our 
schools. The Central Office 
staff and teachers are working 
diligently to make sure Lebanon 
students are welcomed back 
safely while creating a supportive 

Lebanon Special School District board candidates talk positions 
Thacker, White on ballot for board’s open seat

Joel  
Thacker

James  
“Jay” White

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County Schools today 
pushed its start date back two 
weeks — to Aug. 17 — as COVID-
19 cases continue to surge. And, 
Director Donna Wright said 
school will start under the hybrid 
model, with students going to their 
schools two days a week and study-
ing remotely two days a week.

The Lebanon Special School Dis-
trict announced Friday afternoon 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

What many expected to be a 
runaway Republican Senate pri-
mary could come down to the 
wire, with former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Japan Bill Hagerty 
and or thopedic trauma sur-
geon Manny Sethi both gaining 
momentum in Wilson County.

Hagerty took an early lead 
after receiving President Don-
ald Trump’s endorsement, but 
Sethi’s campaign saw a boost 
after Sen. Ted Cruz backed him 
on Wednesday.

Both candidates traveled to 
Wilson County over the week-
end to make another pitch to vot-
ers ahead of the Aug. 6 election. 
Sethi and Cruz held a town hall 
in Mt. Juliet on Friday, while Hag-
erty met with supporters over 
dinner in Lebanon on Saturday.

“I’ve been watching this cam-
paign for some time,” Cruz said 

of his decision to endorse Sethi. 
“I’ve seen people that I like and 
respect get engaged … I start-
ed looking at this race, I started 
looking at what Dr. Manny was 
saying and you know, you can tell 
a lot … the Washington swamp, 
they tell you who they’re afraid 
of. You look at all the money 
pouring into Tennessee just com-
ing after him hard, and that’s a 
real indication they don’t want 

someone who will rock the boat.”
Sethi’s position as a political 

outsider and Hagerty’s experi-
ence in the Trump White House 
have come to define the race, as 
the two candidates share largely 
similar platforms. Building a wall 
at the Mexican border, confirm-
ing originalist judges and repeal-
ing the Affordable Care Act are 
among their positions.

“I’d say the greatest concern 

of all is that they have a senator 
that’s going to stand with Pres-
ident Trump,” Hagerty said. 
“They’re sick and tired of see-
ing weak-kneed Republicans 
who turn on President Trump 
and don’t stand for our conser-
vative values … Tennesseans are 
extremely concerned about jobs 
and the economy. They want to 
see us get back to work. I’m a 
business person, I understand 
how our economy works. That’s 
the reason President Trump has 
already put me back to work on 
the Economic Recovery Task 
Force, to help America and help 
Tennessee get back to work.”

Sethi said he has heard sim-
ilar concerns from voters on 
the campaign trail about long-
time politicians, along with their 
thoughts on health care and the 
economy.

“The challenges I hear are, 
look, we need to get govern-
ment out of our way, we need to 
deregulate,” he said. “In rural 
Tennessee, I hear so repeated-
ly, and this is where we’ve had 

Tennessee Senate race heats up in Wilson County
Cruz backs Sethi at 
town hall, Hagerty 
hosts catered event 

U.S. Senate 
candidate 
Manny Sethi 
speaks during 
a town hall at 
Music City 
Baptist Church 
in Mt. Juliet on 
Friday after 
receiving an 
endorsement 
from Sen. Ted 
Cruz, R-Texas, 
right.
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U.S. Senate candidate Bill Hagerty addresses supporters during a din-
ner at Sammy B’s Restaurant and Catering in Lebanon on Saturday.

WCS 
pushes 

start date 
to Aug. 17

Both county 
districts to open  
on hybrid model

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Mill at Lebanon came alive 
over the weekend as dozens of 
people visited the venue for its July 
Shopping Escape, a two-day event 
featuring several area vendors.

Organizers planned the event 
as an alternative to Springtime at 
the Mill, which traditionally brings 
in thousands of shoppers and was 
canceled amid COIVD-19.

“We decided to do a smaller, 

July Shopping 
Escape lifts 

quarantine blues 
The Mill gathers vendors 

for scaled-back event 
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