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A Mt. Juliet man was arrest-
ed in connection with an armed 
robber y and kidnapping that 
took place on New Year’s Eve at 
Lakeside Stor-N-
Loc.

C h r i s t o p h e r 
M i t c h e l l ,  4 0 , 
f aces  mul t ip le 
charges following 
the incident, and 
the Wilson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce 
is conducting an 
ongoing inves-
tigation into the incident as of 
press time.

According to WCSO Detec-
tive Walker Woods, Mitchell 
allegedly kidnapped and held a 
male victim at gunpoint prior to 
and during the robbery. There 
were repor ts of shots fired 
before law enforcement could 
respond, but Woods said the sus-
pect fi red to intimidate and that 
no one was struck by gunfi re.

Mitchell then allegedly stole 
items from inside the storage 
unit and attacked a female vic-
tim, stealing her Honda Odyssey 
to escape the scene. There were 
also reports of a late ‘90s model 
Chevy Tahoe fleeing alongside 
the stolen vehicle, though the 
identity of the driver and wheth-
er there were any passengers is 
unconfi rmed.

Woods said the stolen vehicle 
has since been recovered, and 
that Mitchell was arrested at a 
residence in Mt. Juliet based on 
statements from a witness and 
one of the victims.

Mitchell was charged with 
especially aggravated robbery 
and especially aggravated kid-
napping. His bond was set at 
$100,000 and his court date is 
slated for Jan. 14.

Man arrested 
a� er New 
Year’s Eve 

kidnapping, 
armed robbery

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM The Lebanon City Council 

is considering tax relief for the 
local Kroger as it sets its sights 
on expansion.

“They’re going to expand 
40,000 feet,” Lebanon Mayor 
Bernie Ash said at the coun-
cil’s work session Thursday, 
noting that the store has asked 

both the city and county for tax 
incentives. “They’re going to 
expand gas pumps also, prob-
ably down to the road with it. 
If we did anything at all, what 
I would recommend is a tax 
freeze where they’re at now 
that wouldn’t go up for fi ve or 
seven years.”

Kroger’s Nashville Division 
Corporate Communications 

Manager Melissa Eads con-
fi rmed that the franchise hopes 
to expand its Lebanon location, 
but a timetable and fl oor plan 
have not been set.

“We st i l l  have several 
approval phases to go through 
internally, along with the steps 
we’ll need to take working with 
the city,” she said. “As that pro-
cess moves along, more infor-

mation will become available.”
Ash said the store has pro-

jected an additional $1.5 million 
in annual payroll and 50 new 
jobs.

“This is  the f irst  t ime 
they’ve ever asked for anything 
like that,” he said. “They’ve 
been good business partners 
for a long time.”

Ward 4 Councilor Chris 
Crowell said the economic 
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As Kroger eyes expansion, 
city considers tax relief

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

Christopher 
Mitchell

Investigation into 
incident continues

BABY NEW YEAR ARRIVES TO LOCAL PARENTS

Photo by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Eden Birmingham, Wilson County’s fi rst baby of 2020, was born to mother Taylor Lindsey and father Noah Birmingham of Lebanon 
at 11:46 a.m. on Jan. 1, at Vanderbilt Wilson County Hospital. Also pictured: Eden’s grandmother Candis Lindsey.

The Lebanon High School 
Marching Band Boosters are 
kicking off a four-day fundraiser 
on Jan. 17 with an exclusive fash-
ion show, followed by a public 
prom dress consignment sale.

Proceeds will be used to help 
the Marching Blue Devils travel 
to Chicago in March, where they 
will perform in the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade.

“This is for people who can-
not af ford a $200 dress,” LHS 
Band  Boos ters  Pr es iden t 

Delayne Davenpor t said, not-
ing that people who donate 
their dresses can price them. 
“We are hoping this will have a 
good turnout, depending on the 
dresses that are donated.”

Patrons of the fashion show 
will have “first dibs” on those 
dresses, with 30% of the price 
going to the marching band and 
70% to the original owner.

Davenport said only 50 tick-
ets will be sold for the fashion 

show, which will be held in the 
LHS auditorium from 5:30-9 p.m. 
It will be a small cocktail party 
with refreshments.

Beginning on Jan. 18, the sale 
will be open to the public from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and there will 
be no cost to enter the venue. A 
dressing room and mirrors will 
be provided.

On Jan. 19 from 1 to 3 p.m., 
anyone whose dress did not sell 
can come and pick it back up. 

Any dresses remaining will be 
sold on Jan. 20 for $50 each, 
and all of those proceeds will go 
toward the marching band.

In addition to accepting wom-
en’s formal wear, the band will 
take purses, shoes, hairpieces, 
men’s suits and ties.

“If a dress is donated outright, 
the band will get all the proceeds 
from that dress,” Davenport said. 
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Marching Band Boosters kick off  four-day fundraiser event

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Group to sell aff ordable prom 
dresses, host fashion show

40K square feet and 50 new jobs projected

Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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