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While Mt. Juliet prepares to 
deploy automated license plate 
readers in fixed locations, the 
Lebanon Police Department con-
tinues to study the technology.

On Monday, the Mt. Juliet 
City Commission passed the first 
reading of an ordinance that will 
govern the use of the devices. 
That ordinance limits the amount 
of time the department can main-
tain information gathered by the 
readers.

According to Mt. Juliet Dep-

uty Police Chief Michael Mul-
lins, the city is already deploying 
demo units on Lebanon Road. 
They are being used to field test 
the technology before citywide 
deployment. The locations of 
automated license plate readers 
(ALPRs) are confidential so as 
not to allow drivers to game the 
system, he said.

An automated license plate 
recognition system is defined by 
law enforcement as at least one 
stationary, high-speed camera 

feeding an artificial intelligence 
that targets license plates, takes 
their pictures and converts said 
pictures to digital information.

The Lebanon Police Depart-
ment currently has two mobile 
ALPRs, according to spokesman 
Sgt. PJ Hardy.

“It is technology we have been 
looking at,” he said. “It’s some-
thing are gong to consider in the 
future.”

SEE POLICE/PAGE A2

Local police departments using 
automated license plate readers
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Mt. Juliet plans citywide system; 
Lebanon has 2 mobile units

West Elementary School cele-
brated hitting its fundraising goal 
in a unique way — by sending 
their principal to camp on the 
roof of the school building.

At the beginning of each 
school year, West has a booster 
run called the Bulldog Dash. The 
incentive for the students hitting 
the schoolwide goal is that Prin-
cipal Chris Plummer will camp on 
the roof of the school overnight.

“West Elementary has partici-
pated in the Boosterthon Bull-
dog Dash for the last three years 
and it has become a huge part of 
our school community,” Plum-
mer said.

This year, the goal was 
$30,000 for an outdoor class-
room and additional Chrome-
book computers to suppor t 
student learning. The students 
have already raised $36,000 and 
money is still coming in.

Plummer is a man of his word 
and camped out on the roof of 
the school on Thursday night, 
following the school dance.

“The West Bulldogs accept-
ed the challenge and surpassed 
their goal,” Plummer said.

The dance began right after 
school and included games and 
activities for the students and 
parents in attendance. Towards 
the end of the dance, Plummer 
made an announcement that he 
would be headed up to his camp-
site on the roof and waving good-
bye to students as they left the 
school.

On the roof, he had a tent, a 
cooler of snacks and drinks, a 
few magazines and his laptop to 
entertain himself, and a folding 
chair set up for the evening.

“The kids were thrilled that 
they were able to send me 
to the roof to camp out for the 
evening,” Plummer said. “I’m 
exceptionally proud of our stu-
dents and families for supporting 
our school and having fun while 
doing it.”

Principal camps out on roof overnight  
for West Elementary School fundraiser

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
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Chris Plummer, principal of West Elementary School, sits and reads a magazine at his campsite on the roof 
of the school. Plummer promised his students he would camp on the roof if they raised $30,000 at their 
annual Bulldog Dash.

Chris Plummer waves goodbye  
to his students from the roof as  

they leave for the school day.

DIANE AND TODD SMITH

You don’t have to spend 
much time with Todd and 
Diane Smith to see what quality 
has gotten the couple through 
the recent string of trials they 
have faced together: Joy.

Todd and Diane both have 
smiles that brighten the room, 
and their engaging personali-
ties make you feel immediately 
at ease. The Pleasant Shade 
couple is well known for their 
involvement with several local 
Sonic restaurants, with Todd 

managing the West Main loca-
tion in Lebanon, and Diane in 
Carthage. The abounding joy 
they exude would never hint 
of the battles they both have 
recently waged for their health.

Despite receiving clear mam-
mogram results in October 

2012, Diane found a lump in 
her breast in December of that 
same year. After a biopsy con-
firmed a cancer diagnosis, she 
began treatment in February 
2013. Diane continued to work 

SEE COUPLE/PAGE A5

Sherry’s Run to be held in honor of Pleasant  
Shade couple that were both treated for cancer

BY WENDY STREET
WENDY.STREET@SHERRYSRUN.ORG

Students raised  
over $36,000

T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y 
Schools Board of Education 
received some heat for a pol-
icy regarding electronic vot-
ing at the meeting on Thurs-
day night.

At the beginning of the 
meeting, during the state-
ments from citizens section 
of the meeting, Kristi Dunn, 
a Mt. Juliet resident, raised 
a concern with the way the 
Aug. 5 meeting was treated 
in regards to a member of 
the board voting electroni-
cally while out of town. 

The board policy states 
that members of the board 
may still vote electronically 
when they are not physically 
present for the board meet-
ings. They “must do so by 
using technology which will 
allow the chairman to visu-
ally identify the member,” 
according to the policy.

That pol icy may have 
been violated at their meet-
ing on Aug. 5 when mem-
ber Chad Karl took par t 
in the meeting over the 
phone while he was out of 
town, and par ticipated in  
the voting.

The policy also states that 
members may only attend a 
meeting electronically if it’s 
for work, a family emergen-
cy or military service. Karl 
stated on record that he was 
at the beach with his family.

“ T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g 
in this meeting that was a 
major vote, my concern is 
what if that night there was 
a major vote on something,” 
Dunn said. “What if that vote 
counted for something really 
impor tant and this policy 
became an issue?”

The board members dis-
cussed whether the policy 
should be reworded or just 
followed more carefully, by 
utilizing apps and websites 
like Skype and FaceTime in 
order to visually identify the 
member before any voting 
occurs.

SEE POLICY/PAGE A3

School 
board 
comes 

under fire 
for policy
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Last meeting’s 
minutes amended
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