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Sparks flew during a meeting 
at the Wilson County Cour t-
house between the county’s 
emergency management admin-
istration and the committee 
tasked with financing it.

Tensions have been high 
between the Wilson County 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy committee and the agency for 
a couple months, as the former 
explores remedies for staf fing 
shortages plaguing the latter.

S h o r t - t e r m 
options appear 
limited, and the 
county is waiting 
for a pay study 
to be retur ned 
to know where 
departing person-
nel’s wages need 
to be to remain 
competitive with nearby coun-
ties.

More than 20 WEMA per-
sonnel, mostly paramedics and 
advanced emergency medical 
technicians, have vacated posi-
tions over the past year.

As a result of the shortages, 
WEMA administration has had 
to get creative to improvise cov-
erage in the county’s emergency 
stations. At times, that has led 

to some stations 
being closed as 
r e s o u r c e s  a r e 
consolidated in an 
attempt to meet 
the demands on 
the county.

According to 
the agency direc-
tor, 41 individuals 
are needed for 

each shift, to be considered ful-
ly-staf fed. In reality, the shifts 
are running with 28 individuals, 
and that includes 3-6 weekly 
overtime requests. The county’s 
48-hour over time rule means 
that any additional overtime has 
to be approved by the agency 
director.

WEMA staffing crisis boils over
EMA committee, 
administrators at 

odds over solution

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Emergency Management Agency Deputy Director and 
Fire Chief Jeremy Hobbs addresses the county’s EMA committee at the 
Wilson County Courthouse on Tuesday evening. Hobbs said that the 
committee has a history of hanging the director out to dry.

Jeremy 
Hobbs

Sara Patton
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A
n already blustery 
weekend took a swan 
dive into chaos for a 

Mt. Juliet family late Saturday 
night when a fire broke out in 
their home. Within seconds, 
the house was lost to the 
inferno.

Now that family, the Dixons, 
faces a tough task of picking 
up the pieces. Thanks to all the 
support, Steven Dixon thinks 
they’re going to be alright 
after all, something he could 
not imagine only 72 hours 
before as he watched his home 
disappear into the night.

“The generosity of this 
community has been amazing,” 
said Dixon. “I have never 
experienced anything like 
this. I have heard about it, 
but to actually be the ones 
who are the recipients of this 
generosity, love and prayer 
and the community coming 
together, I am amazed.

“My story just goes to show 
that there are good people out 
there. If we pull together and 
help each other out, bad things 
can become good things.”

Saturday night was not 
unlike most Saturday nights 
as Dixon and his wife, Kelly 

Jo, prepped for bed. He was 
coming in from the front 
porch when he first noticed 
the smoke. Kelly Jo was in 
the living room, and a third 
resident of the home, a 
roommate named Carlos, was 
upstairs.

He immediately began 
inspecting the house for the 
source of smoke. Seeking out 
the presumed fire, he opened 
a doorway at the end of the 
hall. Inside he saw what he 

Only moments to get out 
Mt. Juliet man 

recounts harrowing 
inferno experience, 

wonders what  
the future holds

Mark Bellew/All Hands Fire Photos

At right, Steven Dixon speaks on the phone while his wife and roommate watch Wilson County Emer-
gency Agency fire crews douse the flames consuming their home. What is visible is all the Dixons made 
it out of the house with.
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I t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  o n 
Wednesday mor ning that 
REI Co-op plans to build a 
400,000-square-foot distribu-
tion center on 41 acres of land 
in Lebanon, which is expected 
to result in 280 jobs.

“We’re super excited about 
this facility because we’re cur-
rently a 20-million-member 
co-op,” REI vice president of 
supply chain Bill Best said. 
“We aspire to be a 50-mil-
lion-member co-op by 2030. 
We’re growing. Some of the 

excitement is known on what 
the impact will be.

“Tennessee is a beautiful 
state. We’re super excited.”

It will be the fourth distribu-
tion center for REI, along with 

centers in Bedford, Pennsyl-
vania; Goodyear, Arizona; and 
Sumner, Washington.

The Lebanon distribution 
facility is expected to be oper-
ational by the fall of 2023, and 

it is being built to provide for 
and replenish 70 stores on the 
East Coast, in the Midwest and 
in the South and to fulfill online 
purchases as well.

REI indicated that it select-
ed Lebanon after looking at 
several other locations in the 
South and considering key fac-
tors that included, but were not 
limited to, general-population 
statistics, job-market poten-
tial, construction readiness, 
existing regional environmen-
tal commitments, and cost to 
build.

“You have a ver y strong 
labor market,” Best said of 
Tennessee.  “While  we’re 
bringing a number of jobs to 
the market, we know there’s 
talent in the market to serve 
our members.

REI Co-op to build distribution center in Lebanon
Project expected 
to bring 280 jobs 
by the fall of 2023

Submitted

REI Co-op is building a distribution center in Lebanon, which is slat-
ed to open in the fall of 2023.
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The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners revised its liquor-
store laws at their meeting on 
Monday night.

The board voted unanimously 
to abolish bi-annual renewals 
for liquor stores and to require 
each liquor-store owner to have 
one retail liquor license for each 
8,000 retailers.

T h e  c i t y  c o m m i s s i o n 
approved these revisions at its 
previous meeting on Dec. 13.

The city previously required 
liquor-store owners seek a new 
certificate of compliance every 
two months from the day a cer-
tificate is issued and have them 
provide no more than three 
retail liquor licenses.

The city commission also 
eliminated residency require-
ments for liquor stores.

Mt. Juliet formerly required 
liquor-store owners to either 
be Mt. Juliet residents over the 
past two years or be citizens of 
Wilson County over the last five 
years.

The city’s residency require-
ments also formerly applied to 
corporate-owned and par tner-
ship-owned liquor stores in 
which each of the stockholders 
or par tners were obligated to 
meet those requirements.

Last December, Mt. Juliet 
City Attorney Gino Marchet-
ti said that residency require-
ments and bi-annual renewals 
for liquor stores do not apply to 
state law.

In other business, the city 
commission also approved a 
rezoning of the dog cottages at 
Old Friends Senior Dog Sanc-
tuary.

Old Friends’ 10 perpetual dog 
care cottages will be rezoned to 
a commercial retail center.

The Mt. Juliet Planning Com-
mission for warded a positive 
recommendation on the rezon-
ing to the city commission last 
November.

The cottages will be built west 
of its new facility on Nonaville 
Road at 3.8 acres.

Mt. Juliet 
revises 
liquor 

store laws
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