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Following completion of its 
latest station on the north end 
of town, the Fire Department 
of Mt. Juliet will be able to cut 
down response times for emer-
gencies across the city. On Tues-
day, the department head said 
that construction is expected to 
wrap up by early summer.

“If ever ything stays stat-
ic the way it is, we should be 
able push that truck in and start 
answering ser vice calls ... by 
late May or early June,” said 
Fire Department of Mt. Juliet 

Chief Jamie Luff-
man.

The construc-
tion represents 
t h e  c u l m i n a -
tion of nearly a 
decade’s wor th 
work. Until now, 
service from the 
city relied on the 
Belinda Parkway 
station and the central building 
that the department shared with 
the county.

“We’ve been looking for 
eight years to build a station 
in the north,” said Luffman. “If 
everybody has a fire station in 
their service district, then the 
response times are equal, and 
the service level is equal.

“It’s basic physics. Far ther 

equals longer. The farther you 
are away, the longer the timing. 
The service level for the north 
district was the same as any-
where else, but response times 
were longer.”

WHERE IT IS, AND WHAT IS  
IT GOING TO LOOK LIKE?
The station will take up the 

space between North Greenhill 
Road and Old North Greenhill 
Road, across from Green Hill 
High School. Plans for the sta-
tion’s design actually include 
similar aesthetic choices to the 
neighboring school.

“One of the things I asked 
the architect to do is to comple-
ment Green Hill High School,” 

MJ fire station well underway
Chief is optimistic 

about timetable
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Being constructed in the shadow the Green Hill High School, the new 
fire station will bear similar aesthetic designs to its neighbor. Emergen-
cy vehicles will exit on to North Greenhill Road and return on Old North 
Greenhill Road.

Jamie 
Luffman
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The Wilson County Black 
Histor y Committee enters 
2022 with a thankful posture 
after what it deems as a suc-
cessful year. It’s project to 
restore Pickett Chapel in Leb-
anon is progressing smoothly 
and the committee is encour-
aged as a result.

During the week before 
Christmas, the committee 
looked to put finishing touch-
es onto the chapel’s annex, 
space that will enable the 
chapel’s conversion into a his-
tory museum.

Wilson County Black His-
tory Committee Chairperson 
Mary Harris spoke on behalf 
of the entire committee.

“We are extremely grateful 
for the progress of the Pickett 
Chapel Restoration Project,” 
Harris said. “We want to give 
thanks to each individual, busi-
ness, organization and church 

for their support during the 
past year.”

She’s not the only one 
thrilled with results from the 
previous year.

“I think this year we stepped 
it up a little bit,” said com-
mittee member Bill Moss on 
Tuesday. “We are looking to 
close the deal by completing 
renovations (in 2022).

“We’re nearing the point 

of completing the project in 
terms of its renovations.”

Renovations are only just the 
first step, as Moss explained. 
The larger picture involves 
converting the historic chap-
el into a legacy museum for 
years to come.

“Our next goal down the 
road is marking that museum 

Black History Committee 
reflects on year, looks to future

Pickett Chapel 
restoration  

project primary 
beneficiary of 

action-packed year
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Bill Moss (standing) checks in on a table at September’s Celebration of Pickett Chapel event at the 
Capitol Theatre in Lebanon. All funds raised from the dinner and party went to restoring the famed 
Pickett Chapel, located just off Lebanon’s downtown square.

File photo

Wilson County Black History Committee Chairperson Mary Harris 
and her husband, Harry, prepare Pickett Chapel for its anniversary 
celebration in August. It was the chapel’s 155th anniversary.
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As the year winds down, the 
staf fing shor tfalls that have 
plagued the Wilson Coun-
ty Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (WEMA) 
are showing no signs of 
slowing. As the county 
waits on the results of a 
pay study before moving 
to bolster benefits, it’s had 
to put a Band-Aid on the 
problem.

The county commis-
sioned the pay study to 
highlight the disparities 
facing county employees 
with their counterpar ts 
from nearby areas. That 
study is expected to be 
completed soon.

Earl ier  this  month, 
the Wilson County Bud-
get Committee met and dis-
cussed amendment requests for 
WEMA. One of those requests 
involves  moving $500,000 
around from its budget to cover 
overtime expenses.

For the remaining employees 
that the county has retained, 
significant over time pay has 
accrued as the agency scram-
bles to cover all the bases.

Since October, during a peri-
od of 78 calendar days, Station 
7 in Statesville has experienced 
31 shifts worth of closures. Sta-
tion 11 that services the Norene 
community has similarly expe-
rienced six shifts worth of clo-
sures.

The problem persists. During 
this month’s regularly-sched-
uled county commission meet-
ing, commissioner Justin Smith 
pressed WEMA Director Joey 
Cooper for updates.

“(I have) one question and one 
question only, and I’m going to 

ask you every month,” 
said Smith. “How many 
e m p l o y e e s  a r e  w e 
down?”

Cooper related to the 
county commission that 
five more employees 
had left since the pre-
vious month’s meeting. 
Cooper said that brings 
the total number of open 
positions at the agency 
to 26.

Since appl icat ions 
opened four months 
ago, there have only 
been five applications 
submitted for open posi-
tions, and two of those 
were part-time requests 

from former WEMA employees, 
who left to seek full-time oppor-
tunities elsewhere.

For perspective, a fully-staffed 
shift covering the entire county 
as intended comprises a total of 
41 people, including 17 emergen-
cy medical technicians (EMTs) 
and 17 paramedics. With those 
in place, advanced life support 
can be offered on all 11 ambu-
lances in operation throughout 
the county, with a minimum of 
11 paramedics.

Continuing to keep coverage 
afloat in the county has required 
some creative improvisation. 

Staffing shortages continue 
for local first responders

County’s options are 
slimmer and slimmer
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A Wilson County Emergency Management Agency fire engine 
responds to a structure fire on Mockingbird Lane on Tuesday in Leba-
non. Staffing shortages have forced the agency to close some stations’ 
doors. Some county commissioners are concerned that the trend could 
become deadly.

Joey Cooper
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