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Changes are coming to the 
Democrat, changes designed 
to put the newspaper on a 
more secure financial foot-
ing. But more about that later. 
First, let me tell you about 
what’s happening.

Beginning next week, the 
Democrat will be published 
two days a week instead of 

three. Those days will 
be Wednesdays and Sat-
urdays. Subscribers will 
continue to get their 
papers in the mail, and 
they will be available as 
usual on newsstands and 
in stores. In this, the Dem-
ocrat is late to a trend that 
began in the early 2000s, 
picked up during the 
financial crisis of 2008 and then 

again when COVID-19 hit 
in 2020. We can no longer 
buck the trend.

As part of the reduced 
frequency, we will be 
changing some con-
tent, as well. Each edi-
tion will now have a full 
puzzles page with two 
crosswords,  Sudoku, 
Jumble, Word Sleuth, 

Cr yptoquote, Ask Amy and 

horoscopes. We are discontin-
uing the comics and the TV 
grids.

For tunately, the reduction 
in frequency will not mean a 
reduction in staff.

Which leads me back to the 
“why” of this.

Newspapers get almost all 
their revenue from two sources 
— advertising and circulation. 
Both of those sources have 

been seriously disrupted, pri-
marily by the internet, some-
thing that has decimated the 
industr y. Even casual readers 
of the Democrat have seen it 
first-hand. Look at the Demo-
crat of 20, 10, heck, even five 
years ago, and you would see 
a paper with much more adver-
tising in it. A similar decline 
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The Mt. Juliet Fire Depart-
ment will be adding medical 
emergency response to its list of 
services on Monday.

“It’s been on the horizon for 
several years,” Mt. Juliet Fire 
Department interim chief Joseph 

Edwards said. “The Mt. Juliet 
City Commission had gotten to 
a point where they knew the city 
was growing at a really fast rate, 
and they needed to do some-
thing to add to services and sup-
plement some things the county 
was providing to give an extra 
layer of protection for citizens 
and for visitors.”

The Mt. Juliet Fire Department 
has already hired an additional 33 
employees for the new service. 
The department currently has 
three ambulances ready to roll 
out Monday morning, and three 
more are on order.

“Most of our responders are 
already medically trained,” 

Edwards said. “They have medi-
cal licenses, such as paramedics 
and AEMTs (advanced emergen-
cy medical technicians), as well 
as EMTs. It really doesn’t change 
anything for us other than adding 
another vehicle to our fleet.”

The new ambulances will 
operate out of the three prima-
ry fire stations in Mt. Juliet. On 
Monday morning, the transition 
will begin with Wilson County 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (WEMA) and Mt. Juliet Fire 
Department officials coordinat-
ing to ensure that there are no 
breaks in coverage.

Another layer of protection
Mt. Juliet Fire 
Department 

adds emergency 
medical services
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The Mt. Juliet Fire Department will be rolling out its new emergency 
medical service on Monday morning with three city-owned ambulances.SEE FIRE/PAGE A6
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The community has come 
together to help a man who 
was injured while boating on 
Old Hickory Lake.

Cody Liddle was on his boat 
alone on Feb. 26 when his 
motor became dislodged. The 
motor entered the boat and 
critically injured Liddle, who 
was taken to the hospital.

A week has passed, and Lid-
dle has been allowed to return 
home, although he will have to 
undergo more surgeries as he 
heals.

Seeing the need that Lid-
dle’s situation has caused, 
there are multiple ef for ts 
across the community to help 
support Liddle and his wife, 
Cassie.

Southeast  Impress ions 
in Lebanon is selling Lifting 
Up Liddle T-shirts. Nashville 
Marine and MJ4Hope have 
partnered to put on a fishing 
tournament to raise money. 
Lebanon native Ken Nelson is 

Lifting Up Liddle
Lebanon and Mt. 

Juliet communities 
support injured 

fisherman

Submitted

Southeast Impressions employees Isaiah Moore (at left) and Kait-
lynn Williams print Lifting Up Liddle T-shirts to financially assist 
injured boater Cody Liddle.
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The Kondrats have their own 
definition of homemade.

Working Man Winery is bring-
ing what its website describes 
as “local made wine with a Tus-
cany feel” from a husband-and-
wife duo. Just minutes away from 
the historic Lebanon square, the 
winery is nearly ready to open its 
doors to the public.

It all star ted when Connie 
Kondrat’s husband, Will John-
ston, bought a wine kit five years 
ago. The pair star ted making 
wine in their home in Old Hick-
ory.

“We both love going to win-
eries,” Kondrat said. “We think 
that wineries are really neat 

Sparked by a wine kit
Husband-and-wife 

duo to open a 
winery in Lebanon
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While Connie Kondrat’s husband makes their 10 different types of wine, she designs the labels.
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Working Man Winery offers 10 different kinds of wine, including both 
sweet and dry selections.SEE WINE/PAGE A7
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