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SPORTS
Lebanon girls, Mt. Juliet boys 

advance in tourney play. B1$1

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Mt. Juliet commissioners 
have finally adopted the Com-
prehensive Transpor tation 
Plan after about five years of 

focused development.
Merely developing the trans-

portation plan itself even before 
implementing it has already cost 
$175,000 partly due to analytical 
studies. The city also invested 
considerable time in the form of 
public hearings, polls and staff 
meetings between city officials. 
It’s based on predictions about 
what the city’s infrastructure 

requirements will be 20 years 
from now.

These projections of the 
future compare the city’s 
2010 base-year highway sys-
tem to the expected needs of 
2040, and they conform to the 
Nashville Area MPO’s travel 
demand model, which was part 
of their 2040 Regional Trans-
portation Plan and has obvi-

ously been tested already by 
propor tionately comparable 
growth in recent years.

The difference in Mt. Juliet’s 
goal, however, is that its plan, 
adopted late in February, aims 
to sustain its small-town vibe 
while increasing connectivity 
with Lebanon and Nashville by 

Mt. Juliet passes transportation plan
Document looks 
at growth to 2040

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Parents struggling to find edu-
cational support for children with 
autism, ADHD and more may have 
a new option this fall in the Edison 
School.

The private school already has 
a location in Sumner County, and 
its small class size means teachers 
have more time for one-on-one atten-
tion. Dozens of local parents have 
joined an effort to see the program 
offered in Wilson County as well.

“We’ve been exploring the option 
to expand into Wilson County since 
summer of last year,” headmaster 
Jonathan Wilson said. “Parents had 
contacted me at our summer loca-
tion, and we did a lot of research. 
We’re working with a church out 
there to get approval to lease space, 
although we can’t identify which 
one yet.”

Wilson said community engage-
ment at meetings about the school 
has been strong, and several fam-
ilies have already turned in enroll-
ment forms. The program would 
initially serve students from pre-K 
to ninth grade, and expand through 
12th grade by 2023.

“The way we approach our pro-
gram is unique to each child,” he 
said. “We figure out what kind of 
learner they are, so if they’re an audi-
tory learner we’ll tailor the lessons 
to that and if they’re a kinetic learner 
we’ll incorporate more movement.”

Edison 
School 

targets fall 
opening
Private school 

designed to help 
students with 

learning differences

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County Administra-
tor of Elections Phillip Warren 
declined to predict how many 
voters would be venturing to the 
polls today, saying there are too 
many variables to guarantee any 
accuracy.

“Weather can make a dif fer-
ence,” Warren said Monday. 
“Another Democrat (Amy Klo-

buchar) dropped out today — 
we’re already getting calls from 
people wanting to come back 
and vote again because their 
candidate is out.”

Warren was referring to the 
Democratic presidential pref-
erence ballot that will be among 
the options voters will have to 
choose from. As the Democratic 
field shrinks, that may discourage 
some voters.

Those voters who do go to the 
polls will have a choice of three 
ballots.

One ballot is only the Wilson 
County sales tax referendum, 
which will decide if the tax is 
raised from 9.25% to 9.75%.

A portion of the revenue gener-
ated from the increase would be 
earmarked for an estimated 5% 
in classroom teacher raises. Vot-
ers previously rejected a sales tax 

referendum tied to the Wilson 
County Jail in 2018

Wilson County Schools is pro-
jected to receive $5.2 million in 
new revenue per year if the ref-
erendum passes, while the Leba-
non Special School District would 
see approximately $910,000.

Local governments would also 
receive some projected revenue 
from a tax increase, since sales 
tax is split between education and 
the city of purchase.

Those who wish to vote in the 
Republican primary will have the 

sales tax question and a presiden-
tial preference question that has 
President Donald Trump, Joe 
Walsh and Bill Weld on it. Walsh 
has dropped out of the race. There 
is also the local GOP primary with 
three three contested races.

For the District 17 seat on 
the Wilson County Commis-
sion, appointed incumbent Joe 
Ali is being challenged by James 
“Rusty” Keith.

For 15th Judicial District  

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

T
he Lebanon Senior Citizens 
Center offers a variety of 
activities for retirees each 

week, and many of them have 
become community traditions.

Among the most popular is the 
weekly sing-a-long, which Activities 
Director Teresa Botts said dates 
back more than 20 years.

“There are about 30 to 40 
people that come out for it every 
Monday,” she said. “They sing 
a lot of church songs that aren’t 
really used at services anymore, 
so they get to listen to music they 
grew up with and don’t normally 
have a chance to hear.”

Ben Blake, one of the center’s 
board members, leads the group 
in song while Joyce Bryan plays 
the piano, and those in attendance 
are encouraged to join in.

Afterward, many of the visitors 
follow Botts into the next room 
for her semiweekly exercise 
class provided by the Arthritis 
Foundation.

“When I came here, the exercise 
class was them throwing a ball at 
each other,” she said. “I decided 
to look into different classes to 
replace that and found this, and it’s 
great for people with arthritis.”

Exercises include stretches, 
weight training and even squats, 

Wilson voters head to the polls
Sales tax referendum, GOP, Dem primaries on the ballot

ACTIVITY BREAK
Retirees enjoy favorite programs at Lebanon Senior Center

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Ben Blake leads a sing-a-long at the Lebanon Senior Citizens Center on Monday with accompaniment 
from Joyce Bryan.
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